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Author uses puppets to teach that anyone can write

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

If you are over 2 years old, you
can write abook. That's the mes-
sageDainaSargent and her puppets,
Liz and Matt, brought to West El-
ementary School on Monday.

Dainaisthedaughter of Daveand
Pat Sargent, authorsand publishers
who visited the school in Septem-
ber 2002. Shesaid sheiscarryingon
her parents’ traditionalongwithher
brother, Dave Sargent Jr.

Dainatold students at West El-
ementary that her parentsareretir-
ing, and she and her brother will
carry ontheir business, Ozark Pub-
lishing, a company that has pub-
lished hundreds of Dave and Pat’s
books, many of which arein the
school’slibrary.

When the elder Sargentsvisited
the school two yearsago, they told
students anyone can write a book.
Their daughter brought a similar
message.

Writing an autobiography is
simple, shesaid; if youarekeeping
adiary or ajournal, youarewriting
one. Dainatold the students she
learned alot about her father from
his autobiography and about her
grandmother from abiography her
father wrote.

Dainaadded that shekeepsjour-
nal sandwantsher autobiography to
be availableto her descendants.

“1 won't be here 200 years from
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Daina Sargenttalkedto her puppets, Mattand Liz, to test the cues for the compact disk player before
her program at West Elementary Monday morning. She ended up having trouble getting the disk to
respond to the cues, but the students enjoyed the puppets and learned about writing and storytelling
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nonetheless.

|_eadership program kicks off with pool party

Tomorrow’s leaders rubbed el-
bows Tuesday night at a poolside
reception at Goodland’s Howard
Johnson Hotel.

Kicking off the eighth year of
L eadership Sherman County, mem-
bers of thisyear’s class met with
former classand board membersto
get apreview of what they’ ve got-
teninto.

Thereception started witha* get
toknow you” exercise, whereeach
class member was given a secret
identity that wasplacedonhisor her
back — acartoon character, movie
star or famous personality. They
had to introduce themselvesto the
other classmembersand ask “yes-
or-no” questionstodeterminetheir
identity.

Thisyear’sclasslearned that the
programisacomplete overview of
Sherman County, and the way it
works.

Dana Belshe, county extension
agent and aleadership board mem-
ber, said the group will have 10 all
day sessionswherethey will learn
about thecounty’sschools, govern-
ment and media. Hesaidtoward the
end of the program, they will take
trip to Topekato learn about other
communitiesand stategovernment.

matters of record

District Traffic

Thefollowingfineswerepaidin
the Sherman County District Court:

Aug. 27— TamaraDuhamel, 37,
Universal City, Texas was fined
$144 for speeding.

Janine T. Griffith, 24, Miramar,
Fla. wasfined $144 for speeding.

MarcusA. Frederick, 22, Good-
land, wasfined $241 for speeding.

SreeniuasS. Cheruvu, 36, Dallas,
Texaswasfined $168for speeding.

FelipeQlivas, 32, Goodland, was
fined $120for novalid license.

CurtisD. Bramble, Jr., 18, Kan-
sasCity, Mo.wasfined $120forim-
proper parking.

Aeshna K. Sikand, 23, Engle-
wood, Colo. was fined $138 for
speeding.

Aug. 30— Rachel L. Oster, 19,
Superior, Colo. wasfined $177 for
speeding.

Tyler G. Powell, 22, Colorado
Springs, wasfined $132for speeding.

Nicholas Monda, 27, San Anto-
nio, Texas was fined $120 for
speeding.

DebraS. McNab, 49, Cumming,
Ga. wasfined $138 for speeding.

Clyde Proctor, Jr., 33, West-
minister, Colo. wasfined $144 for
speeding.

Willie L. Hampton, 48, Beverly
Hills, Calif. was fined $138 for
speeding.

James E. Duncan, 52, Norman,
Okla. wasfined $255for speeding.

Derek J. Marotta, 38, Boston,
Mass. wasfined $144for speeding.

Zachary P. Egan, 21, Evergreen,
Colo. wasfined $138for speeding.

Peter S. Brown, 45, KansasCity,
Mo. wasfined $138 for speeding.
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For their first activity, new class
memberstook apersonality profile
and went through a rope course
Wednesday.

TheclasscomprisesDan Rasure,
Rasure Lumber; Joshua Dechant,
vice president at Bankwest; Justin
Burgess, sales manager for Nation
WideHomes; Sherri Knitig, recep-

tionist at the Northwest Kansas Goodwin, director of the Carnegie
Technical College; Jay Jolly, chief  Arts Center; and Mindy Greene, a

executiveofficer for Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center; Mark
Gillming, information systems of -
ficer at First National Bank; Penny
Nemechek, the city-county grant
writer; Brooke Draper, a credit
analyist at First National Bank; Tina
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now,” shesaid, “ but membersof my
family will, and | want them to
know about me.”

Daina showed the students a
coupleof bookswrittenby children,
oneof whomwas2when shewrote
her book and is 18 now, and told
them: “If you are over 2 yearsold,
you canwriteabook.”

She asked the students if they
have a dog. Several said they did,
and Daina told them her brother
wroteabook about a“wiener” dog.
You can write about your favorite
things, shesaid.

Fictionisfalse, Dainasaid, fake,
story telling. Shethenenlistedhelp
from Liz and Matt to show the stu-
dents how to tell a story and how
easy itis.

Daina said she isworking on a
seriesof booksthat will includeall
50 stateswhen it isdone. Thefirst
bookintheseriesis" Arkansas. Dig
for Diamonds.” Sheasked Liz and
then Matt questions to get them to
relatetalesof their “visits’ tostates,
using information about those
statesthat will bein the books.

Liz related experiences that in-
cluded meeting Satchel Paige, who
pitched in the Negro Leagues and
Major Leagues from the 1930s-
1965, in Alabama, and encounter-
ing alligatorsin Louisiana.

Shetoldastory about“ Disastrous
Drew,” acowboy, inTexas. Hewas
inarodeo, Liz said, and fell off a

horse, but he kept getting back on.

“Kansaswasmy favoriteplace,”
Lizsaid. “l met AmeliaEarhart.”

Matt rel ated the same stories but
added his own flair, breaking intc
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
while talking about meeting Paige
and singing a western song while
talking about the rodeo.

After the puppetstold their tales
— with the aid of a compact disk
player hidden behind the cloth
backdrop — Dainapointed out to
the studentsthat she had just askeo
threequestionstoelicitthepuppets
tales.

They were“Wheredidyou go?’
“Who did you meet?’ “What dic
you do?’ shesaid. Whenyouwrite
astory, Dainasaid, you havetohave
an imagination and the five Ws —
who, what, when, where and why.
Youcandoit, shesaid.

Daina said she has lived in sev-
eral states but considers Arkansas
her home. Shewasbornin Califor-
niaand raised in Arkansas, gradu-
ating from West Fork High School
with honorsin 1981.

She attended college in Jones-
boro, Ark., and Tulsa, and plansto
continue her education. She has
three daughters.

Dave Jr. also gives talks at
schools, using hisdogsin his pre-
sentation. All of the Sargents sell
booksat the school sand autograph
them.
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and dry skin.

Wrinkle Cream Success

Millions of Seniors and “Baby Boomers” are
praising the exciting discovery by famous
Pharmacist Robert Heldfond...his EBS Facial
Cream...for the dreaded signs of wrinkles,
crow’s feet, crepey throat, “feather” lips

EBS is five creams in one jar...Wrinkle
Cream...Throat Cream...Firming Cream...
24-hour Moisturizer and Make-up Base...all in
one. One jar lasts for months and is sold with
a guarantee of satisfaction at JCPenney.
Phone toll free 1-800-929-8325 to learn more
about all EB5 formulas for younger looking
skin! Or visit online at www.eb5.com.

Robert Heldfond

Internet tonight! 899-2338
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all-new, al-local Goodland Star-News.
Then, the Gorilla picked up 1,750 new
home-delivered households in Norton
County when TheNorton Telegramjoined
theclub.
When you need to sell something, find
something or notify someone, theGorilla
IS your best friend. Reaching 18,200
households with nearly 42,000 readers
across northwest Kansas and eastern
Colorado, theGorillapacksapunch. Itcan

Goodland Star-News

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2338

Just got a wholé lot bigger!

That’s right. The Gorilla has been
growing. Already the biggest and most
effectiveadvertisingmediumintheTri-
State Region, The Country Advocate
hasbeen adding readersall year.

No more 800-pound weakling. Now
TheAdvocateisthe 900-pound gorilla
of Northwest Kansasadvertising!

First, The Advocate added nearly
1,550 new home-delivered households
in Sherman County with readers of the

The Country Advocate

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735

(785) 899-2338

move your refrigerator or your old car.
A house? No problem for the Gorilla.
Andall at ratesthat save you money.

AndTheAdvocateisnearly al home
delivered. Some “shoppers’ count on
peoplepickingthemupat thefillingsta-
tion. It’scheap, but it can’t compare to
home delivery reaching nearly every
houseinthearea

Just try it! The Gorillawill work hard
for you. Call today with your ad.




