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from our viewpoint...

Governor’s actions
get mixed review

Cheersand jeers.

First, thanksto Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusfor signingabil
torestorein-statetuition rightsto children of immigrants
who graduate from Kansas high schools.

It'simportant that we educate and advance the best and
brightest students from our schools, whether they were
borninthiscountry or not.

Whileanti-immigrationfanaticshaverailed against the
bill, thelast thing we need in this country isaclass of un-
der-employed, under-educated, under-skilled poor, people
with no placeto go and no expectation of abetter life.

Immigrants come to this country because they want to
work. Our system for handling and integrating them into
American lifeis hopeless. But thefact is, they are here.
It'sunlikely that wewill ever succeedinkeepingthemout.

Particularly, top high school graduates who want to go
to Kansas colleges deserve some consideration because
they represent the best and the brightest, peoplewho will
makefineAmericans.

To get in-state tuition, studentswill haveto promiseto
becomecitizensassoon asthey can. They will haveto pay
their ownway. They won'’t displace any Kansascitizens.

It waswrong for the Legislature to change thelaw and
keepthem out of our universities. Thegovernor, by her sup-
port, has hel ped right thiswrong.

Withher general progressiveattitude, it’ shardtoseewhy
Ms. Sebelius stepped up to keep citizens of two Kansas
countiesfrom voting on consolidated |aw enforcement.

Thebill would haveall owed avoteon consolidation, un-
der an el ected sheriff or anappointed directorin Cloudand
Lincoln counties.

The governor cited opposition from statewide law en-
forcement groupsin her veto message. Officersfeared|oss
of jobs, shesaid, and possibly their pensions.

Heck, that was probably what backers wanted, lower
costs. Onesourcenotedthatin Cloud County, law enforce-
ment had opposed the change while county commission-
erspushedfor it.

Why, we ask, isthe governor stepping in to help aspe-
cial interest group here?Why not | et peoplehaveachance
to vote on consolidation?

Most Kansas counties continue with the centuries-old
systemof acounty sheriff and city police, evenwhenthere
areonly four or fiveofficersinthecounty. It’san outmoded
and inefficient system, but only two counties have over-
cometheinertiaandingrained special intereststotry con-
solidation.

With two more, we might have gotten a chance to see
how well theideaworks— or doesn’t.

The governor robbed voters of achanceto decide, and
that decision seemsboth shortsi ghted and narrow-minded.

We expect better. — Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but I'msingle.

Actualy, I’mnot surethat term appliesany-
more. I’ ve been singlefor along, long time. |
used to go to dances and meetings geared to
singlepeople. But lately | realizethat I’ m be-
yondthe“singleage.”

| guessnow I’mjust alone.

Now livingaoneisnot all bad. Harold Ivan
Smith once gave (during a seminar) alist of
advantagesto being single.

Theonly onel remember isthat youcandeep
on one side of the bed for aweek and then on
the other sidefor aweek, so you only haveto
changethe sheetshalf asoften.

Eventhat doesn’t work for me, asl’ moneof
those who sleeps all over the bed, and | think
that comesfrom someinnate need to wear the
mattress out evenly.

Butbeingsinglecanbeachallenge. Youhave
to take care of the house and the lawn and the
carsand pay thebillsand makeall thebusiness
decisions— all by yourself.

And when you can't find something or you
make a bad decision, thereisno oneto blame
but yourself! And there are dangers too. You
store up unspoken thoughts and then become
aregular chatterbox whenyou havetheoppor-
tunity to talk to someone.

Herearesomequotesl’ vecollected through
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theyearsonsingleness. | hopethey giveyoua
new prospective on the situation:

Cartoon showing a woman answering her
door to aman: “I know we haven't been see-
ing much of each other lately, but that wasthe
ideaof thedivorce” (New Woman magazine,
Sept. 1984).

For people unhappy with their singleness:
“Sometimes we are so busy waiting for The
Big Thing, we overlook the little things that
makethewait worthwhile” (LoisWise).

Outlook on blind dates: “It’s not adate, no
really. It'sablind date. A blind dateismorean
interview withaprospectivedate, anexchange
of resumes, silly chatter designedtotest social
skills, nothingmore” (William L ashner, author
of HostileWitness).

Mother to child: “Honey, when you grow
up and get married, etc., etc.”

Someone has said, “Maybe we could help
by not making it seem so inevitable...as if
you' ve gotta (get married). Maybe we ought
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MAYBE ITS TIME
WE CHECKED OUT

our OWN
BACK YARD,

NO...
OUR OWN
BACK YARD.

to make it more special, only for people who
choosetobemarried, notjust bewed. Maybe?’
(Perhapsthat wouldlower our divorcerateand
allow more people to be happy in whatever
statethey are.)

Andfor thosewho' velived alonetoo long:
“1 truly hate being aguestin someone’'shome.
Thebed seldomsuitsme. Theblanketsareusu-
aly skimpy. The pillows are flat or made out
of hard rubber that smellsof hal f-deflated bas-
ketballs. Thetoilet refusestoflushfully or the
handle gets stuck or the paper runs out so that
you' re forced to search all the cabinets |ook-
ing for the ever so cunningly hidden supply/.
Worst of al, you have to ‘make nice’ at all
hours. | don’t want someone across the table
frommewhilel’ meatingmy breakfast. | don't
want to sharethe newspaper, and | don’t want
totalk toanyoneat the end of the day.

If | wereinterestedinall that..., 1’d bemar-
ried again by now and put apermanent end to
al the peace and quiet” (“N” isfor Noose, by
Sue Grafton).

(Lorna GT has compiled some of her col-
umnsinto book form. Please contact

thispaper at < star-news@nwkansas.com>
ifyouareinterestedinpurchasingone. Itis$24
for ahardback book. Thisincludespostage&
handling.)

Quorum requirement Is burden for progress

TotheEditor:

Don Moler, executive director for The |

League of Kansas Municipalities says, “ The
leaguehasfeltfor many yearsthat therequire-

ment that no two council members can speak |- :

to oneanother outside of an open meeting, on
acouncil or commission with five members,
was an overly burdensome requirement and
did not servethe public’sbest interest.”

A commissioner withthepublic' sbestinter-
est in mind sometimes has to make decisions
that aredifficult, yet stand for what isbest for
the community and the people that he repre-
sents.

| believe there should always be four com-
missioners present to make decisions for our
community instead of just three.

A commissioner conferring with another
commissioner regarding the progress of our
city, tome, isacommissioner workingtogether
for the betterment of our city. After al, that's
why wewereel ected, toimproveour commu-
nity, not allow ittostay inthestatethatitisin.

Statelaw allowsfor thischangeand change
iswhat we need. It will afford us objectivity,
directionandvisionto makechangesin Good-
land that need to be made.

Our streets are deteriorating, our aleysare
in terrible shape, our curbs and guttering are
broken and our sewer system needs work.
Thesearetheissuesthat merit our concern, not
fighting who'sright and who’swrong.

On morethan one occasion, | havetold the
commission that the people are the ones that
elected us and we owe them our honesty, in-
tegrity and the best representation that we can
givethem.

| believethat policy and decisionsthat affect

from our
readers

® to the editor

the peopl e we represent should be made with
four commissioners present instead of just
three.

| madeavowto Godandtothepeoplel serve,
to servethemto thebest of my ability and that
isexactly what | am doing.

Asabusinessman, | havealargeinvestment
inthiscommunity and though our economy is
tough, | continue to put my faith in my com-
munity by continuing toinvest more.

Alll wanttodoisgivethepeopl ebetter gov-
ernment. | believe that all people who know
commissioner Danielsand myself, know that
we are trying very hard to make a difference
inour community andthepeoplethat weserve.

A commissioner’sperspective: “ Wecannot
becomewhat wewant to beby remainingwhat
weare.” — Socrates

John Garcia, city commissioner

Goodland

TotheEditor:

| rarely have need to go seeadoctor.

But after being sick for five days with no
signs of improvement and at the end of my
rope, | went to see Dr. Robert McCulloughon
Monday, May 10.

He admitted me to the Goodland Regiona
Medical Center, wherethey began giving me
intravenous fluids. When blood work came
back with awhite blood cell count of 18,000,

Dr. Duncan Daviswas called in. A CAT scan
wasdoneTuesday morningat 11a.m. Dr. Davis
cameinat 2 p.m. saying surgery wasnecessary,
and | wasontheoperating tableat 3p.m.

It wasaruptured appendix with alot of poi-
sontoberemoved. | amsothankful tobealive.
| am thankful we have a caring medical staff
and such an excellent hospital facility. Every-
one was there at the right moment to encour-
agemewhen | wasfeeling solow.

| especialy want tothank Dr. Davis. Heise
brilliant surgeon. | felt completely secure
knowing hewas doing the surgery.

Goodland istruly blessed to have someone
of hiscaliber. We should be doing everything
possibleto seethat hecontinuestobeasurgeon
for the hospital.

Pleasewritealetter or do somethingto show
your support of thisfine surgeon. At the time
of thiswriting, Dr. Davisis considering relo-
cating elsawherein K ansas. Hopefully, wecan
changehismind. Now isthetimeto show your
support for Dr. Davis.

My family and | hope he will stay working
at the Goodland hospital.

Rachel Stasser

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel-
comes|ettersfrom readers. Letters should betype-
written, and must include atel ephone number and
asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published.
Form letterswill berejected, aswill letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offen-
sive. Wereserve theright to edit lettersfor length
and good taste.

garfield

NOBODY TELLS ME
WHAT TO PO!

HAVE SOMETHING

www.garfield.com

WELL, THIS IS A BIT
AWKWARD

M DAVRS 5-28
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