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Chip sealing approved for section of U.S. 24

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County commis-
sionersapprovedabidfor chipseal-
ing the west section of old U.S. 24
from Goodland to Kanorado and
hopethework will bedonethefirst
week of June.

Curt Way, publicworksmanager,
said Heft and Sons of Greensburg
had donethe project before, and he
was able to work out agood price
becausethey weregoingtobeinthe
areadoing astate project.

Originally, they had said the cost
would be $166,158, but Way said
becauseof thestate project covered
alot of the cost for moving the
equipment and the bid was
$129,404, asavings of $36,754.

Hesaid they will start at the cor-

ner of K-27 in front of Goodland
Greenlineand gowest to Kanorado.
Thework isestimated to takethree
days.

Way saidtheKanorado bridgeis
nearly completion, but doesnot ex-
pect it to be open until the end of
next week. He said the pavement
work has been completed, but the
guardrailshavetobeinstalled, and
thecontractor hopestodothemnext
week.

The commissioners approved a
letter to the state Department of
Transportationaddingthestretch of
Caldwell from the airport north to
K-27 on the county’s five-year
highway plan. Way saidtheproject
isexpectedtocost $150,000andthe
state would pay 80 percent of the
cost.

Control city moves
to subcommittee

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

An application to designate
Goodlandasa“ control city” for dis-
tance signs on 1-70 has been ap-
proved by the state and moved up
to the national level, Sherman
County commissioners were told
last Tuesday.

Carolyn Applegate, economic
development director, said the ap-
plication hasbeenforwarded by the
statetotheAmeri canAssoci ation of
State Highway and Transportation
Officials subcommittee on traffic
engineering.

Atask forceselected by thechair-
man of the subcommittee will re-
view the information and make a
recommendationtothesubcommit-
tee either by mail ballot or at the
panel’s annual meeting which has
not been announced.

Recommendationsfromthesub-
committee will be presented to the
association’s standing committee
on highways and board for ap-
proval.

Applegate said the fact the state
hasmoved the applicationforward
isamajor step, but it could take a
year or two for it to be approved at
thenational level.

In the meantime, she said, the
state Department of Transportation
isholding up some-70 sign work
to seeif Goodland getsthe control
city designation.

Control cities on 1-70 west of
Goodland are Denver, Limon and
GrandJunction. Totheeast, they are
Hays, Salina, Topeka and Kansas
City.

The control city designation
would mean Goodland would be
addedtol-70signswhichnow lists
Salina heading eastbound and Li-
mon heading westbound.

Applegatesaidadetailed presen-

tation was developed for the state
explaining the reasons Goodland
should be considered for thedesig-
nation, and shewaspl eased thestate
has recommended the application
tothenational group.

“Thisisoneof thoseprojectsthat
you hurry to get the presentation
ready and then haveto wait for the
process,” Applegate said. “Wedid
not expect ittobeafast process, but
havingthestate’' sapproval and sup-
portisabigstep.”

Applegate said she hastalked to
school Superintendent Marvin
Selby about marketing the Edson
gym. She said several firmswho
were looking for buildings have
been given information about the
gym, butthey didnotthinkitfittheir
needs.

Applegateand County Treasurer
Shelby Millertalkedtothecommis-
sioners about a problem they are
facing on the micro loan program.
Miller ssidwhenthestatesendsthe
money for theloans, itisputinthe
county account, but it is supposed
to be transferred out within three
days.

Applegatesaidthey set up aspe-
cia accountwiththebank wherethe
businessdoesbusinessanditisthen
runthroughtheeconomicdevel op-
ment office so thereisapaper trail
on how the money was spent.

Applegate said loan paperson K
and JRadiator weretobesignedon
Thursday.

Onarelated matter, thecommis-
sioners approved the appointment
of City Commissioner Dave
Danielsto the micro loan commit-
tee.

He hasbeen serving on the com-
mittee, but whenthememberswere
reappointed in March, Daniels’
name was missed, Commissioner
Kevin Rasure said.

Man shoots himself

A St. Francis man apparently
killed himself Wednesday night
with a.22 caliber rifle after an ar-
gumentwithhisformer girlfriendat
her homeabout six milessoutheast
of Goodland.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug
Whitson said Roger Curry, 42, shot
himself in the head sometime
around 8 p.m. at 2560 Road 62,
where Curry and TamaraEspinoza,
45, lived together until they split up
about two weeks ago.

Whitson saidit appeared thetwo
were arguing and Espinoza wit-
nessed the shooting. The sheriff
said the report from Undersheriff
Kevin Butts, thefirst law enforce-
ment officer on the scene, said that
Espinoza told him Curry had
pointed thegun at her before shoot-
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ing himself.

Buitts reported that he found the
manwithasinglegunshotwoundto
the head bleeding from the mouth,
nose and ears, and had no pulse.
Deputy Roger Studer arrivedashort
timelater andthetwo conducted an
initial investigation.

Sherman County emergency
medical servicewasdispatchedand
emergency medical technicians
started cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion.

Curry was taken to the emer-
gency room at Goodland Regional
Medical Center, wherehewaspro-
nounced dead by Deputy Coroner
Travis Daise. Dr. Daise ruled the
death asuicide.

Curry’sbody hasbeentakento St.
Francisfor funeral services.
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Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said the commissioners had asked
Amy Griffey of theNorthwest Kan-
sas Regional Planning and Devel-
opment Commissionif therewould
be any grants available for this
project, but said he had received a
letter saying it was doubtful be-
causeof thelowincomeprovisions.

Way said Griffey hadtoldhimthe
samething. Shesaid becauseof the
location of theroad near theairport,
thewholecity would haveto bein-
cluded in an income survey, and
there was no way they were going
to meet the low-income require-
ments to get a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant.

Rasure said Tuesday he has de-
cidedtorunfor re-election, and will
begetting hispaperwork doneinthe

next few days. Commissioner
Mitch Tiede said hehasnot made a
decision, and will wait for afew
more weeks.

The commissioners approved
upgrading the county computer
server at acost of $32,000 through
Infinitec of Hays. They discussed
goingwithathree-year leaseoption
at aninterest rate of 3.9 percent.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
saidhefeltitwould cost moretodo
the lease than to buy the new sys-
tem.

“1 wouldrather not lease,” Com-
missioner Tiede said.

“| agreeit would be better to pay
this up front,” said Rasure who
made the motion to accept the pro-
posal from Infinitec.

Themotion passed unanimously

and County Clerk Janet Rumpel
said the money would come out of
the capital outlay and computer
capital outlay funds.

The commissionersasked Crys-
tal Wright, county computer super-
visor, to talk to the department
heads who are using the computer
system to coordinate adate for the
upgrade.

Wright said she would contact
them, and sheanticipated it may be
July or August beforethe updateis
done because of deadlinesin the
assessor’s and the treasurer’s of -
fices.

On arelated matter, Rasure sug-
gested that the old computer sup-
plied by the state several yearsago
be updated becauseitisnot ableto
keep up withthe system, andisus-

ing aWindows 95 system.

Mary Messamore, emergency
management director, camein to
tell the commissioners she hasre-
ceived a$26,000 grant to helpwith
the special emergency plans the
county is writing. She said the
money will help pay for aconsult-
ingfirmtodevel opthestatisticsand
analysistohelpfill out planrequire-
mentsdealingwithhomel and secu-
rity.

The commissioners held a 10-
minute closed door session with
Rumpel on a personnel matter. No
action was taken when they re-
turned to open session.

The next commission meeting
will be 8 am. on Friday, April 30.
There will be no meeting the next
two Tuesdays.
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Pictures of Freddie Harrison (father of Nancy Cole, ownerof Klip  window during the “Produce for Victory” exhibit’s display at the
‘n Kurl Salon), who served inthe Navy onthe submarine U.S.S. Carnegie Arts Center. Astory about displays in Goodland busi-
Red Fish during the war, pictures of his wife and of those he nesses and more photos to come.

served withand memorabiliaare among the itemsinthe salon’s Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Courthouse floor to undergo major cleaning

The terrazzo floor on the main
level of the Sherman County court-
houseis being readied for amajor
cleaning, commissionersweretold
at their meeting last Tuesday.

William McKnight, building
mai ntenancesupervisor, saidhehas
been stripping the wax along the
edgestogetthemainfloor. That has
left a narrow strip of clean floor
whichismuch lighter and brighter
than the main area, giving visitors
an idea of how dingy the floor has
becomeover theyears.

McKnight said he hopesto have
the floor ready for the main clean-
ing by the end of the month. He'll
start on aFriday afternoon and the
building will be closed until Mon-
day toallow himto strip and resur-
facethefloor, andletthefinishdry.

McKnight said hehad abid from
Fixsen’sto upgrade the sound sys-
tem at the fairgrounds, including
580 feet of cableto run anew line
aroundtheoutsideof thetrack. The
new cablewill replaceonethat goes
through the rodeo arenawhich has
been cut several times.

The commissionerstold Knight
iswasOK togetatrenchertolay the
line. McKnight said Fixsen's will
connect thenew lineto the system.

Hereported at themeeting Tues-
day that the line had been donated
by S& T Telephone and the trench
weredug, thelinelaidandfilledthe
end of | ast week. Hesaid hethought
Fixsen's would have the new line
connectedintimefor thetractor pull
onApril 24-25.

Thesupervisor saiditistimefor

the courthouse boiler inspection,
and that he has abid to replace the
condensation pump for $2,000.
McKnight will get more pricesfor
the commissionersto review.

missioners agreed to hire Wynte
Johnsoninthetreasurer’ officeat $8
per hour, and gave Iris Scheopner
and CaroleFarrisraisesto $8.50 per
hour. They had been receiving

The commissioners approved a $7.25 and $7.75 per hour.

stack of ordersto correct tax rolls,
which are adjustments to property
taxes. Most of thecorrectionswere
onstate-assessed gasand oil leases,
with subtractions of $8,100 for
2001 and $7,100 for 2002.

The board approved arequest to
hold the World Day of Prayer cer-
emony on May 6 in front of the
courthouse.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
metinclosed-door onwiththe
commissioners to discuss person-
nel.

When they came back, the com-

First National Bank employees
will be attending a
Spring Conference on April 21,
therefore we will be closing early on that day.
Please note the following
closing time on your calendar:

Wednesday, April 21, 2004
FNB will close at 2:00 MT.

Thank you!

NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

First National Bank
202 East 11th - Goodland, KS
785-890-2000

www.fnb.com

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
porterrors. Wewant to keepanac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveuptothisstandard.
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