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Enterprise consortium hires new facilitator

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The six counties of the Western
Kansas Enterprise Facili-
tation Consortium met
their new facilitator at a
board meeting last Thurs-
day inLeoti.

Wade Phillips, 30, of
Manhattan, was hired by
the board in December to
replace Sam L ane, who
had been fired in October.

Board President Todd
Heitschmidt of Leoti introduced
Phillipsand said heisonthejoband

Phillips

ismoving to Leoti to beinthedis-
trict. Hesaid Phillipswashired out
of apool of 20 people who submit-
ted resumes in Novem-
ber.

“1 believe we havethe
best persontofill the po-
sition,” Heitschmidt said.
“Hehasthe background,
knowledgeof small busi-
nessand passionweneed
tohelpthesmall business
entrepreneurs in our
area.”

Phillips said he was eager to get
going, andwasalready taking calls

from people in many of the coun-
ties.

SharlaKrenzel, economicdevel -
opment director for WichitaCoun-
ty, said Suzette McFaul from the
Sirolli Institutewill becoming next
week to spend three days training
Phillipsonthefacilitation program
created by Dr. Ernesto Sirolli,
whichwasintroducedintheUnited
Statesin 1996.

She said McFaul, who is from
New Westminster, British Colum-
bia, wasanenterprisefacilitator for
fiveyearsheforejoiningtheSirolli
Institute staff .

Phillipsisoriginally from Lewis,
Kan., near Kinsley.

He operated the Aggie Station
Restaurant in Manhattan until fire
destroyed the businessin May.

Before that, he operated
ProFitness in Manhattan for six
years.

“I love rural America,” Phillips
wroteinhisresume.“| wish| could
make aliving taking over thefam-
ily farm. I wish | could find plenti-
ful opportunitiesin rural Kansas.

“Thetown| grew upinhadagro-
cery store, hardwarestore, full ser-
vice gas station, agood cafe, beer

Hospital seeks Medicare money

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland Regiona Medical
Center board voted M onday to seek
more money from Medicare to
compensatefor adropinpatientsin
2002, and to look for financing for
$2 millioninlong-term debt.

Jim Precht, hospital chief finan-
cial officer, recapped discussions
from the finance committee meet-
ing concerning the M edicarereim-
bursement, long-term debt, em-
ployee benefits and the December
financial report, and presented the
committee’s recommendations at
the board meeting.

Precht saidhehadtalkedto Roger
Johnson, accountant with Johnson,
Wendling and Roe, about theM edi-
care Sole Community Provider is-
sue regarding the hospital’s 2002
cost report.

Johnson estimates the hospital
should be able to get $230,000 in

additional reimbursement, Precht
said, and has proposed a letter to
begin seeking the money.

The hospital will need to pay
Johnson $15,000, the financial of-
ficer said.

Most requests are turned down,
Precht said, and have to be ap-
pealed. He said the hospital’s re-
quest will probably go to the Pro-
vider Reimbursement Review
Board.

Theprocesswill probably takeup
to two years to settle, Precht said,
andthehospital will incur legal fees
along theway.

“Inthe2002year, wehad signifi-
cantdropsinpatients,” Prechtsaid.
“That istheissue.”

Medicarehasinthepasttakenthe
view, he said, that unless a
hospital’sdrop in patientswas due
to adisaster, such asatornado or a
boiler blowing up a portion of the
building, the insurance wouldn’t

reimbursefor it.

Nonethel ess, Precht said Johnson
and attorney Dick Haye feel the
hospital’spositionissound, andits
appeal should be successful.

Thehospital board al soapproved
officials’ seeking financing for $2
million of long-term debt by issu-
ing 10-year industrial revenue
bondsfor private placement.

There will be up bond issuance
costaround$7,500, Precht said, but
the refinancing would reduce the
current cash requirements by
$10,000 per month.

Precht also discussed the
hospital’s efforts to catch up em-
ployee benefitsand asked whether
the hospital should use county tax
money to catch up the payments.

Hesaidthehospital shouldtry to
usethat money to take care of ben-
efits as soon as possible, but there
areother responsibilitiesaswell.

Board members agreed that

catching upwiththeemployeeben-
efits should have priority and said
Precht should pay other bills with
someof themoney only if thereare
creditorsthat will shut their account
down.

Thehospital isbehind onpaying
premiums to Blue Cross and Blue
Shieldfortheemployeehealthplan,
he said, and the employee pension
planisstill unfunded.

The hospital had caught up the
Benefit Management Inc. health
plan claims by year-end, Precht
said, but had to make alast-minute
deposit of $65,000anddelay claims
payment until the stop-loss insur-
ancedepositisreceived.

The hospital had a net loss of
$69,391in December and anetloss

of $764,956 for theyear.
That includes$638,904 of depre-
ciation. The hospital paid

$3,507,398 in salaries and wages
for theyear.

Mother questions use of search dog
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he is seeking ways to enhance the
quality of itsinstruction.

In other business, theboard

«Votedtorepublishthedistrict’'s
budget for 2003-2004 to reflect
$43,000 obtained as aresult of the
state audit in October.

* Voted to pay $26,613 to Heart-
land Seating torepair thebleachers

Goodland is losing postmaster to

inMax JonesFieldhouse, including
any necessary replacements.

* Presented Maggie Witzel with
acertificateof recognitionfromthe
school board for being part of the
team that won anational livestock
judging contest.

e Heard from Richard
Schwasinger on work done on the
teachers' projects for the second
phaseof thestate’ svocational edu-

Goodland Postmaster Kenton Krehbiel checked postage with a
hand held meter. Krehbiel will be leaving Goodland to become the

new postmaster in Colby.

Annual
Groundhog Dinner]
Sat., Jan. 31

11am.-1p.m.
Adults $5
Children 12 and under
$2.50

First Christian Church
711 Arcade

Proceeds go to Youth

Fellowship Group

ENJOY I
I TONIGHT AT THE MOVIES
I AT THE MOVIES

Goodland Star-News

SUBSCRIBER
C )

Jennifer Wood

You receive two free passes to see

Cheaper By the Dozen
PG

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

cation funding program and the
benefitstheschool receivesasare-
sult.

He said last year the district re-
ceived about $95,000fromthepro-
gram.

» Heard from Dennis Friedrichs
about the progress of Science
Olympiad Team Projects and in-
vited board membersand gueststo
thevocational buildingforanintro-

Goodland is losing its postmas-
ter.

Kenton Krehbiel, postmaster
heresincefor 6 1/2years, takesover
aspostmaster of theregional hubin
Colby onFeb. 7. Exceptfor histime
here, he's spent hisentire career at
the Colby office.

“| started at the Colby officein
October 1975 to June of 1997, he
said.

Krehbiel said he's happy to be
going back to his home town, but
he' [l missthe peoplein Goodland.

“It always was my dream and
goal,” he said. “I've fulfilled that
right now.”

Colbyisthemail processing cen-
ter for the 677 area. All mail from
thisareagoesto Colby, thesectional
center, where it's processed and
sent back out. Krehbiel said the of -

Delivered
February 13th
Call 899-7609

duction to the various projectsand
to meet some of the students.

*VotedtohireMary Harkinsasa
full-time busdriver and Beth Rutz
asanaideat North Elementary.

The meeting as adjourned at
10:29 p.m.

Thenext meetingwill beat 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12, at the school ad-
ministrationoffice, 1312MainAve.

Colby

fice covers the nine counties in
northwest Kansas.

Heand hiswife Sheilamoved to
Colby in 1973 and bought and ran
Murphy’s Cafe for about a year.
They soldthecafeandthenhewent
towork at Boogaartsgrocery.

In April 1975, he passed the
Postal Servicetest and was put on
the roster until a position came
open. Hespent 28yearsinthepostal
service.

His wifeis a customer service
representative at Sunflower Bank
and they have two daughters and
onegrandson. Krehbiel ischairman
of the Colby Community College
board and a member of Colby
KiwanisClub.

Hesaid therewill beaninstalla-
tion ceremony later, but he takes
over the office next week.

Claremont Inn
Stratton, Colorado

Bed & Breakfast Accommodations

A Romantic Country Inn

Delicious Dinners
Wine Cellar Dining Room
Movie Theatre - Spa - Sauna
Whirlpool Tubs in Room
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast Packages
Starting at $219 per couple

1-888-291-8910
www.claremontinn.com

joint, newspaper, locally owned
bank, Saturday night bingo games,
used car deal ership and machine/
welding shop. The only thing that
existstoday isthe beer joint

“We can romanticize and dream
about that Main Street, bustling
with commerce, without an open
sparking spot, but it will takeanew
typeof thinkingto bring new people
back to thesetowns.”

Phillipssaid he hasbeen visiting
peopleinthe member countiesand
will bein Sherman County on Fri-
day.

The six counties are Sherman,

Wichita, Kearney, Scott, Greeley
and Lane.

The enterprise facilitation
project was started by the Kansas
Department of Commerceand De-
velopment two yearsago.

The state gave three groups
$200,000 each, and the counties
weretoraise $100,000ocally for
thethree-year project.

Thestatehassinceexpandedthe
number of enterprise facilitation
groups, and Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius as announced plans to
expand the program again.

More than three years of hard
work and dedication paid off for
Jacob Erickson Saturday as he
received hisEagle Scout Badgeat
a ceremony before about 60
people at the Goodland Veterans
of Foreign Warshall.

Erickson, a freshman at
GoodlandHigh Schooal, istheson
of Phil and Kathy Erickson. He
joined Boy Scout Troop 142 in
May 2000, earning his Tender-
foot badgeamonthlater andLife
rank in July 2002.

To win Eagle rank, a Scout
must beactiveat | east six months
asal ifeScout, servinginaposi-
tionof responsibility inhistroop.
He also must earn 21 merit
badges, 10 morethanrequiredfor
Liferank, of which 12 are man-
datory.

A Scout must plan, developand
lead othersin a service project;

Jacob Erickson (left) had his Eagle Scout badge pinned on
him by his mother Kathy on Saturday at his Court of Honor at

Goodland’s VFW hall.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News
-

Freshman receives

Eagle Scout Badge

Ericksonplannedandbuiltarest
areaintheveteranssectionof the
Goodland Cemetery. Theproject
was dedicated in April and was
the venue for aMemorial Day
program.

A candidateal somust demon-
strate the Scout spirit by living
the Scout Oath and Law in his
dailylife. Whenall requirements
aremet, the candidate takes part
in a Scoutmaster conference,
then must pass an Eagle Scout
board of review made up of four
community leaders.

Scoutmaster DennisSaint pre-
sented the Eagle badge to
Erickson’s mother to pin on her
son. Ron Harding administered
the Eagle Scout pledge and read
the Eagle charge, telling hisre-
sponsibilitiesasan Eagle Scout.
KentWhidler served asmaster of
ceremony for theCourt of Honor.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant

Topics:
Water Supply Update
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Event Sponsors:

District, Interstate Irrigation Inc.,
Premier Farm Credit, Tri-State
Generation & Transmission

Ogallala Aquifer Symposium
Monday, February 23, 2004

Wray High School Auditorium - Wray, CO
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Water Conservation — Saving Water Today for Tomorrow

Republican River Litigation

Water Legislation Update

Water Conservation Programs
Water Savings — Ag Producer Panel

Register with Golden Plains Cooperative Extension by
February 2™ at $15/person or $25/two
(Late fee of $10 following this date)

Phone 970-345-2287 or Fax 970-345-2288
E-mail — washingt@coop.ext.colostate.edu

Arickaree Ground Water Mgmt. District, Bank of Colorado of Yuma,
Colorado Division of Water Resources, Colorado Natural Resource
Conservation, E-Z Irrigation, First National Bank of Kirk, First
Pioneer National Bank of Holyoke and Wray, Haxtun Conservation

Association, Inc., Wray State Bank,
Yuma County Conservation District,
and Y-W Electric Association, Inc.
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to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Internet tonight! 899-2338

Uity
i s fin
FonEc e




