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Today
* Sunset, 4:45p.m.
Tuesday
* Sunrise, 7:06 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:46 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 35 degrees
* Humidity 33 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
* Winds south 15 mph
 Barometer 30.27 inches

and rising

* Record High today 75° (1953)
* Record Low today -19° (1963)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 58°
Low Sunday 19°

Precipitation

The Topside Forecast
Today: partly cloudy, high
around 56, low around 20, winds
south southwest 8 mph. Tuesday:
mostly sunny, high near 60, low
near 22, winds west southwest 5-
7 mph.

none

Extended Forecast
Wednesday: partly cloudy, high
around 53, low around 20, winds
northwest 6-28 mph. Thursday:
partly cloudy, high near 54, low
around 21. Friday: mostly cloudy,

high around 40, low near 19.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.77 bushel
New crop — $3.60
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.54 bushel
Posted county price — $2.27
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.38 bushel
Soybeans — $7.55 bushel
Posted county price — $7.35
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.70 cwt.
NuSun — $11.95 cwt.
Confection — $19/$6 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Rayme un
story of 2003

Principal Steve Raymer
promised to spend a night
onthe schoolroofifthe kids
at North elementary col-
lected 5,000 boxtops. That
was one of the fun stories of
the year. See story and
photo on Page 3.

Man rememb

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Two brothers were exploring a
groveof treesabout two milessouth
and amile east of Goodland nearly
42 years ago when they found a
body lying face down.

DaveSchields, 8atthetime, athis
brother Brad, 5atthetime, hadgone
with their mother to take lunch to
their father on awarm July day in
1962.

“Brad and | were exploring the
groveof trees,” DaveSchieldssaid.
“Therewerelotsof weedsand then
we saw a body lying there. We ran
back and told mom and dad there
was somebody back there.

“At first dad said we couldn’t
have seen anything, but then |
started shaking and my mom said
“they must have seen something as
whiteasthey look and how they are
shaking.’

“Dad went back and found the
body and mom called the sheriff.
That'sabout al | remember.”

Thebody thetwo boysfoundwas
that of Roy Russell, Jr., 38, from
Council Grove. He had apparently
been murdered and hisbody dumped
inthetreesaday or two before.

Undersheriff GeneK ear, Coroner
Lester Sage and County Attorney
Selby Soward were called to the
scene, and later called in the KBI
whenit appeared murder wasapos-
sibility.

The autopsy done by Sage re-
vealed Russell died of a broken
neck.

Theinvestigation led officersto
believe Russell had been involved
inafight, and hisbody wasdumped
inthegrove. Thebody wasfound at
apoint about 100feet back fromthe
road, with car tracks in the grass
leadingtoapoint about 75feet from
the road. There were no signs of
struggle, indicating the man was
dead when placed inthe grove.

Cigarette butts at the scene indi-
catedthat thosewholl eft thebody had
waitedfor sometimebeforeleaving.
Sagesaid hebelieved morethanone
person wasinvolved inthe murder.

The officials said they believed
the murder took place on Saturday
night. Russell had checkedinat the
WaettersHotel at 1:55p.m. on Satur-
day, June 30, 1962.

A later story saidtheK Bl wasfol-
lowing up on alead from two boys
who had ridden by the Goodland

ers finding body

By Tom Betz

One murderer remains in prison

P

sentences.

parole every time since 1995.

acar for hours.

The Goodland Star-News

Today thereisonly one manin custody who has
been convi cted of amurder in Sherman County, and
two others have been released after serving their

Checkingup ononeof the Sherman County mur-
dererswhowereconvictedinthepast WilliamFrank
Schlicher, 52, isin prison at the medium security
Norton Correctional Facility. Hewill haveanother
parolehearinginMay, and couldbereleasedin June
at the earliest. Schlicher has been turned down for

Schlicher was convicted in 1980 of shooting
Wallace Patton to death in afield after taking him
at gun point fromthegasstation near I-70wherehe
worked andforcing himtokneel intheback seat of

Gregorio Gomez, Jr., 38, who was convicted of
second degreemurder for thebeating death of Jesus
Saavedra, 89, in June 1982, wasrel eased on parole
fromtheKansasprisonsysteminMarch, andisliv-

Gomez, 17 at thetime, and Ronald C. Kernal, 18
at thetime, and a 13-year old Goodland boy were
charged withbeating Saavedraand stealing $1,400.
Kernal plead guilty to second degree murder and
testified against Gomez.

Kernal was sentenced to 7 to 20 years. He was
releasedin1992, but violated hisparoleandwasre-
turned to the Kansas Department of Correctionsto
completehissentence. Kernal, 39, wasreleased in

June 2002.
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ingin Colorado.

roadside park on horseback about
4:30p.m. on Saturday and saw three
meninthegroveof trees. They said
onewaswearingawhiteT-shirtand

washing blood from face, with an-
other man hel ping him. A third man
wassittingabenchnearby. Thethree
wereapparently driving adark-col-

ored car, parked nearby.

Nothing else is known about the
case which isone of four unsolveg
casesinthe county.

35 people were arrested on drug charges

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thirteenpeoplewerearrested|ast
year in Sherman County on charges
relatingtothemanufactureof meth-
amphetamine, 19 others were
charged with possession of drugs
andthreejuvenileswerearrestedon
drug related charges.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
said Friday that her officedealt with
33drug caseslastyear, andthat many
of those cases have been completed
andthepeoplehavebeen sentenced.

Of the seven people arrested last
January — as part of an investiga-
tion by the Quad County Drug Task
Force, the Goodland policeand the
county sheriff into meth labsinthe
county — all seven have been sen-
tenced Selby said.

ThosearrestedwereCurtisWiley
and hiswife Leslie, Justin Kibel,
Jacque Bowling, James McClel-
land, Elaine McClelland and Mark
Struckoff. All were sentenced for
unlawful manufacture of a con-
trolled substance and intent to sell
within 1,000 feet of aschool.

Bowling was sentenced in April,
Kibel was sentenced in July; Elaine
McClelland was sentenced in Octo-
ber; LedieWiley, JamesMcClelland
and Struckoff were sentenced in No-
vember; and Curtis Wiley was sen-
tencedin December. All of thesewere
transferredtocommunity corrections.

L ast February threemenwerear-
rested with another meth lab, and
two of those have been sentenced
with the third expected to be com-
pleted at the end of this month.

ThomasAlvis, 21, Heath Paxson,
19, and John Rushstrom, 23, were
arrested Feb. 18whenit wasdiscov-
eredthey had amethlabat Paxson’s
homeat 512 W. 14th.

Last large piece

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

In the past year 35 people were
arrested on drug related charges,
and the county attorney feelsthe
emphasisisonbustingmethlabsin
the county.

CountyAttorney BonnieSelby,
in an interview Friday, updated
the status of the drug casesfiled
inthelast year, and said shefeels
the law enforcement people are
doing a good job of cracking
down on drugs and especially in
finding meth labs.

The Sherman County Sheriff’s
department and City of Goodland
police are an active part of the
Quad County Drug Task Force
and in the past year havelocated
at least half adozen methlabsin
Sherman County and 13 people
werearrested in relation to these
illegal operations.

“The increased emphasis on
the meth labs is not necessarily
becausethereisanincreaseinthe
number of them in the county,”
Selby said, “but probably more
because the law enforcement
people have gotten training in
dealing with thisarea.

“Meth is the poor man’s co-

Meth cases emphasized in county

cainesincethat hasgotten so ex-
pensive. And the chemicals to
make meth arereadily available
inthisarea. Therehavebeenmeth
labs here for years | expect, but
until thelaw enforcement people
were trained in what to look for
they may have come across
chemicalsthat were part of alab
without knowing what the sig-
nificancewas.

“That is not to say thereis not
any cocaine here. | am sure there
arepeoplein Sherman County who
know whereto go to buy it, but it
has gotten to expensive for many
and that iswhy they turnto meth.

“| feel thereisahigher use of
cocainein the Hispanic commu-
nity, but wefind methinawider
circle.”

Selby becamecounty attorney
four years ago, and said the one
area sheis pleased with is that
therehasbeenadropinjuvenile
drug cases since shetook office.

“Whenl took officetherewere
at least 10 cases ayear of juve-
nileswithdrugs,” shesaid.“This
past year they has dropped to
three, and none of those had any
connection to meth or cocaine.

“I think we had afew years

where there were kids who
headed down thewrong path and
then there were the ones who
wanted to bein agang. It seems
likethat may havechangedforthe
better, and we have not seen any
gang activity for awhile.”

Drugcasesarenot easy topros-
ecute, but Selby believesthe ex-
perience level of the law en-
forcement people has made her
job better becausethey bring her
goodevidencetotaketothecourt.

In many of the drug casesthis
year they did not go to trial, but
rather settled the cases and the
defendants were convicted and
turned over to the Community
Correctionssystemand afew ac-
tually went to the department of
corrections.

“| fedl itisagood deal for the
county andthecitizensif | canget
aconvictionon alLevel 11 drug
casewhichisintent tosell within
1,000 feet of aschool,” she said.
“Thisisless expensive than the
Level |, andwecanstill sendthem
to prison.

“Thereareonly afew placesin
the city that are not within 1,000
feet of aschool building,andl am
not telling wherethose are.”

Selby saidAlviswassentencedin
Juneto49 monthsin prisonandthen
36 monthspost rel easesupervision.

PaxsonwassentencedinOctober,
and Rushstrom’s caseis pending.

Inthemiddleof December 2002,
a search warrant was executed at
Scotty’s Motor Co., 209 Main St.,

of

Kanorado. Sherman County Sheriff
Doug Whitson said ameth lab was
found in the basement.

Scott Baumfalk, 36, owner of the
business, was found in Cheyenne
County by KBI agents and Doug
Murphy, investigator for the drug
task force.

On the same weekend, Baum-
fak'swife, Crystal, 29, wasarrested
and charged with manufacturing
methamphetamine.

The drug charges on the Baum-
falk’sweredismissed andrefiledin
November, and Scott will have a
new first appearance on Feb. 4.

Crystal had afirst appearance after
the charge were refiled and she
waivedthepreliminary hearing. The
two are being tried separately.

Selby said the reason the cases
against Baumfalk had to be refileo
was atechnicality dealing with an
amendment to thecharges, and that
the state prosecutor who was going
tohandlethecasehastoturnit back
to Selby’soffice.

“1 believewehaveastrongcase,”
Selby said, “and that it will go for-
ward with the fresh start.”

The other pending meth case is
Jennifer Wagoner, 23, who was ar-
rested in November after Sheriff
Whitson, the Goodland Police and
an agent for the Quad County Task
Force searched a home at 104 Ar-
cade and found ameth labin ashec
in the backyard. A hearing on the
caseisscheduled for February.

Of the19 arrested for possession
four weredismissed, onewasplaceo
on diversion, five were sentencec
and the other cases are pending.

Anthony Garzawasarrested Jan.
8last year and sentencedonMay 12
for possession of marijuanawithin
1,000feet of aschool, possession of
anarcoticdrugwithintenttosell anc
aggravated escape.

| sabel Salinas-Perezwasarrestes
onMarch 10for possession of anar-
cotic and sentenced on Aug. 19.

Michael Williamswasarrested on
April 9,and sentencedonJune 14, for
possession of marijuanawith intent
to sell within 1,000 feet of aschool.

Matthew Breininger wasarresteo
July 6, and sentenced on July 15, for
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Rodney Johnson, 30, (Steven
Jones) of Pensacola, Fla., was ar-

See DRUGS, Page 10

equipment arrives from California

Chuck Lutters (above), Goodland plant man- |,
ager for Aircraft Seal and Gasket, operated one |
of three forklifts used Friday morning to lift the
latest piece of heavy equipment from California
of the truck. The piece (right), a silicon mixer
weighing about 55,000 pounds, was maneu-
vered into position about 30 minutes later inside
the plant. Lutters said experience moving other
large pieces into the plant last month helped

speed up the process this time.

Photos by Greg Stover/ The Goodland Star-News




