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Saturday

Today
* Sunset, 4:34 p.m.
Wednesday
+Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:35 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil temperature 29 degrees
* Humidity 54 percent
+ Sky sunny
+ Winds west 10 mph
+ Barometer 30.23 inches
and rising
+ Record High today 70° (1997)
*Record Low today -15° (1928)

Last 24 Hours*

High Friday 27°
Low Friday 1°
Precipitation none

This month 0.50

Year to date 9.52

Below normal 10.10inches

The Topside Forecast

Today: Sunny with a high near
28 and alow around 13. Wednes-
day:Mostly sunny with a high near
30 and alow around 9.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: Sunny with a high
near 31 and a low around 14. Fri-
day: Sunny with a high near 38.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.

9a.m.
Wheat — $7.66 bushel
Posted county price — $7.66
Corn— $6.95 bushel
Posted county price — $6.93
Milo — $6.55 bushel
Soybeans — $13.39 bushel
Posted county price — $13.78
Millet — no bid
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $24 cwit.
Confection — no bid
Pinto beans — $28
(Markets by Scoular Grain, Sun Opta,

Frontier Ag and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news, views
from your
Goodland
Star-News

Top five

sports stories

We count down the top five
sports stories of the year.

See Page 8
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The dry conditions in 2012 contributed to numerous County Roads 20 and 54. The fire was one of several
fires, such as this one in a stubble field in June near

believed to have been started by lightning. High winds

often hampered firefighting efforts.

Drought, bricks are top stories

Was 2012 ayear of great change?
Or a year of the same-old same-
old? A little bit of both as it turned
out. The Goodland Star-News staff
has voted on the top 10 local news
stories of 2012. Stories 10 through
sixappearedinthe Friday, Dec.28,
paper.The top five stories of the year

appear below.
1 the crippling drought
that stretched across the
United States this year was readily
apparent in Sherman County. Even
in December, the area is still listed
under the most extreme classifica-
tion of drought by the U.S. Drought
Monitor, and it was much the same
all year.

Dry weather combined with a
record-setting heat wave took its
toll onlocal dryland crops and water
wells. Harvest began earlier due to
plants maturing faster. Groundwater
Management District Four Man-
ager Wayne Bossert said one well
in Thomas County had reached its
lowest-ever recorded water level.
The governor suspended motor
carrier rules and regulations so
that more hay could be taken to
drought-stricken areas, especially
in southwestern Kansas, Oklahoma
and Texas.

The dry crops and grasslands
prompted both the city and county
to put burn bans in place. Despite a
respite or two, the bans remained in
place until December. Fireworks
were also banned except for the
professional display on the Fourth
of July. Goodland ended up having
one of the only fireworks displays in
the area this year, which made for a
lot of out-of-town visitors.

As the year came to a close,
it looked like 2012 might be on
track to be the driest year on record
for Goodland. In late November,
the National Weather Service had
recorded only 9.02 inches of pre-
cipitation for the year, less than half
of the normal. If the area were to
receive less than 17 hundredths of
aninchofrain,it would be drier than
1956, the worst year for precipita-
tion since record-keeping began.

However, snowfall in mid-De-

In the top story of 2012,

cember added to the total precipita-
tion. As of Dec. 28, Goodland had
seen 9.52 inches of precipitation
during 2012, making it not the dri-
est year on record. The Blizzard on
Dec. 19 pushed Goodland over the
edge. 1956, which saw 9.19 inches,
remains the driest year.

The National Weather Service is
predicting snow for Monday, so the
year-end total may be higher.

The yearly total is adramatic drop
from the pastseveral years.In2011,
the area got 19.3 inches if precipi-
tation. In 2010 it was 19.46 and in
2009 it was 22.66. Meteorologist
Dave Floyd said part of the reason
for the dry year was a big, stagnant
area of high pressure that sat over
the plains states all summer.

That high pressure resulted in
a mass of warm, dry air, in which
it was difficult for thunderstorms
to form. When thunderstorms did
form, they were often small and
localized,Floyd said. Winds athigh
altitude were not strong enough to
blow the thunderstorms around.
Floyd said the area hadn’t been
doing too bad the first three to four
months of the year, before the high-
pressure mass set in.

Thatlack of thunderstorms, how-
ever, did result in fewer tornadoes.
In an average year, the Goodland
weather station issues 43 tornado
warnings for the tri-state area. This
year, it issued 11, with only five
actual tornadoes reported.

2 its summer with a good

chunk of Main Street in-
accessible due to the brick replace-
ment project.

Two blocks of the 90-year-old
downtown bricks were replaced.
In previous years, bricks at several
intersections were replaced.

This year’s project also included
replacing the water mains below
Main Street. The mains under the
street were taken out and new ones
installed under the sidewalks.

The project was done in two
phases.InMay,crews began tearing
out the old bricks from 11th to 12th
Streets. The sidewalks were kept
mostly open. The workers replaced

Goodland spent most of

Kansas Highway Patrol bomb-sniffing K-9 units were called to
Goodland twice early this year to search Goodland High School
after threats were found written on bathroom stalls.
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Wlth less than half the normal amount of preC|p|tat|on throughout the year and no rain when it was
most needed, the drought took its toll on this year’s dryland corn crop.

the water mains and filled the dirt
backin.They then poured alayer of
reinforced concrete over which was
poured a layer a sand. The bricks
were laid by hand over the layer of
sand. No mortar was used.

That first phase was completed
and opened to traffic on July 11.
Some work was left, but the crews
had already begun excavating phase
two, the section between 12th and
13th Streets. Phase two was com-
pleted on Aug. 17.

The original bricks on Main Street
were laidin 1921 for $109,703. Pri-
or to that, the streets were dirt. Jim
Garfield Brown,aNative American,
laid all the bricks himself, putting in
about 125 to 150 bricks a minute,
going as fast as eight men could
bring the bricks to him.

Brown worked for Cook and
Ransom, the Ottawa firm who won
the contract. Black and Veatch did
the engineering for the project. Like
today’s project, it included water
line replacement.

The original project was contro-
versial, with petitions, protests and
threats of court injunctions. There
were plenty on both sides, including
some who thought the brick project

should be expanded.
3 endured two bomb threats
early in the year. On Jan.
20, a staff member at Goodland
High School found writing in an up-
stairs bathroom that said there was
a pipe bomb in the building. Police
were notified at 7:22 a.m.

Students and staff were evacuated
to the Max Jones Fieldhouse where
they were organized and later taken
to the Northwest Kansas Technical
College.

Goodland Police, the Sherman
County Sheriff’s office, the Kansas
Highway Patrol and the county
attorney’s office blocked off traf-
fic around the school and set up a
command post at 11th Street and
Cherry while waiting for Highway

Goodland High School
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Patrol units with explosive-sniffing
dogs from Hays to arrive. Three fire
engines and an ambulance were also
called out and placed on standby at
the scene.

School stayed in session, with
teachers conducting study halls at
the college. School board members
contacted parents to inform them of
the situation.

AKansas Highway Patrol Special
Operations search teams arrived
on scene about 10 a.m. The dogs
checked the high school building
first and then the fieldhouse but
were unable to find any threatening
devices.

At 10:45 a.m., teachers were
released back to their classrooms.
Superintendent Bill Biermann told
them to check their rooms for any-
thing suspicious.

Police Chief Cliff Couch gave the
all clear at 11:20 a.m. and students
resumed regular classes.

A second threat was found in a
bathroom on Feb. 22. The written
message was found in the evening
saying the school needed to be
evacuated by that Friday because
there was a bomb in the building,
and the school was searched during
the night. K-9 units from the Kansas
Highway Patrol were again brought
out to assist in the search.

No suspicious items were found,
and school went on as normal the
next day. Couch said at the time the
threats were likely pranks, but law
enforcement and the school district
must respond to any such threat as
if it were the real thing.

Bomb threats fall under state
criminal threat statutes, which make
itillegal to make threats of violence
that cause evacuations of abuilding
or disrupt ongoing activities in a
building.

The schools added security cam-
eras to several buildings after the
scares.

In March, police were able to
identify suspects two juvenile sus-
pects,who were charged with felony

criminal threat.
One story that will con-

4 tinue making headlines

next year is the Goodland
School district’s search for fund-
ing to update and consolidate its
schools.

Superintendent Bill Biermann
said he and the board had not really
wanted to approach the remodeling
issue with a school bond but that
maintenance issues and future plan-
ning kept leading back to remodel-
ing and where to get the money to
do that.

The current thought of the district
is to go to three buildings, pre kin-
dergarten through second at West
Elementary, third through sixth
at North Elementary and seventh
through 12th at Goodland High
School, he said.

The Goodland School Board vot-
edunanimously on Tuesday, Dec. 4,
to move forward on a $14,984,000
renovation for West Elementary,
North Elementary and Goodland
High School. To pay for it, the
district will seek a combination of
a .25 percent sales tax increase and
anincrease of 8.25 mills on property
taxes.

The .25 percent sales tax increase
added to the current 8.65 sales tax
rate in the county would still leave
the rate at less than 9 percent.

Biermann and several school
board members came to the Good-
land City Commission meeting at
its regular meeting, Dec. 17, with
a formal letter asking the city to
consider putting a 1/4 cent sales tax
on the April 2 ballot.

The commission stopped short of
fully endorsing the sales tax itself.
but most of the commissioners said
they think the issue should go before
voters.

The last school bond issue voted
down in 2010 was for $14.9 million
to renovate North Elementary into

See TOP STORIES, Page 5
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genesis and
salvation army

Genesis and Salvation Army are
available year round to help those in
need. Please call 785-890-2299 to
speak to a volunteer.

activities

Tours of the 1907 Victorian
House at 202 W. 13th are from 1 to
5 p.m. Wednesday through Mon-
day. Closed on Tuesday.

The High Plains Museum, 1717
Cherry Ave., is open from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday
through Saturday and from 1to 5
p.m. Sunday. Closed Tuesdays.

The Carnegie Arts Center is
open from 10 a.m. to S p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday, 1 to4 p.m.
on Sunday and 1 to 6 p.m. on
Monday at 120 W. 12th. The center
is always in need of hosts and host-
esses on Sundays. New monthly
exhibits and you are invited to visit
the gift shop.

The Goodland Public Library is
open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For information call (785)
899-5461 or stop by the library.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Sher-
man County is seeking mentors and
children to mentor. Call 890-3665.

The Good Sam Family Support
Council meets at 7 p.m. the second
Thursday of every month at the
Goodland Elks Lodge. Meetings
are open to all interested people.
For information call 890-3117 or
890-5936.

Breast Cancer Support Group
meets at 5:30 p.m. the second
Monday of the month. Any woman
with canceris welcome.Call Norma
at 890-6629 for more information.

The Goodland Activities Center
has the daily activities. For informa-
tion call 890-7242. Memberships
options for everyone including
day passes for $5. Visit goodland-
gac.com or stop by 808 Main.
Aerobics with Tena Thompkins at
5:30 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays. Aerobics with Lisa
Malsom at 5:30 p.m. on Monday
and Wednesday. High Impact
Workouts with Grady Bonsall at
5:30a.m.on Tuesday and Thursday.
Taekwondo with Wayne Luckert
on Tuesday at 5 to 5:30 p.m. Tigers,
5:30 to 7 Karate Kids and 5:30 to 7
p.m. adult. Wednesdays 5 to 5:30
p.m.Tigers,5:30t06:30 p.m.Karate
Kids and 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. adults.

Weight Watchers meets at 5:30
p.m. for weigh in and 6 p.m. for
the meeting every Tuesday at the
Harvest Evangelical Free Church,
521 E. Hwy. 24. For information
call (785) 890-6423.

Goodland Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 1013 Center. If you drink
alcohol, that’s your business. If you
want to stop, we can help. Call 821-
3826 pr 728-7491.

Goodland Al-Anon Family
Group meets at 6 p.m. on Fridays
at First Christian Church, 711 Ar-
cade. For information call Alice or
Marilyn at 890-5914 or 821-2862.

The Incognito Group.Ifalcohol
has made your life unmanageable.

the calendar

riends

calendar

Jodie Tubbs of the Kansas
Commission on Veterans Af-
fairs will be in Goodland from
1 to 2:15 p.m. Thursday in the
Assembly Room on the third floor
of the courthouse to help veterans
and dependents with claims. Call
the office in Colby any Monday,
Wednesday or Friday at (785)
462-3572.

Prairie Land Food sign up
will be until Monday, Jan. 14.
Distribution is 1 to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 26, at the Knights
of Columbus, 7th and Caldwell,
or at the Bernadine Johnson resi-
dence, located at 704 Walnut. For
information call 821-1827, 821-
1275,0r 890-3793 or order online
at www.prairielandfood.com.

The Prairie Pak will have ground
beef, ham steak, chicken thighs,
tilapia, meat balls and seasonal
fresh fruits and vegetables The
specials are salmon filets; bone-
less pork chops; breakfast box
with breakfast bites, French toast
sticks, hash browns and bacon;
pizzas; and chicken wings.

The Red Cross will be collect-
ingblood fromnoon to 6 p.m.on
Tuesday,Jan.15,atthe Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall, 12th and
Sherman.

Tuesday Flicks are at 1:30
p.m. at the Goodland Public
Library, 812 Broadway. Call the
library for the title of the movie at
899-5461.

senior menu

Today: Swiss steak,has brown

casserole, beets, bread and pears.
Tuesday: Closed. Wednesday:
Chicken patti, parlsied potatoes,
Italian blend vegetable, bun and
Mandarin oranges. Thursday:
Pasta salad with ham and veg-
etables, five cup salad, breadstick
and strawberry shortcake. Fri-
day: Bierock casserole, spinach
salad, mixed fruit and fruit crisp.
Monday: Steak fingers, mashed
potatoes with gravy, green beans,
bread and applesauce.

school menu
Today to Jan.7: No school
winter break.

school calendar
Today to Jan. 7: Winter
break.

Our group meets at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day and Friday at the First Christian
Church, 711 Arcade, Goodland
West entrance. Talking about it is
the first step. (785) 728-7022 and
(785)501-8282.

The “Freedom Today” group of
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 8
p-m.Tuesdays,8 p.m.Fridays and
8 p.m.on Sundays at 1013 Center.
Call 890-8369.

Bird City Alcoholics Anony-
mous group meets at 6:30 p.m.
(Mountain Time) on Fridays atthe
Senior Center on 4th Street. Nar-
cotics Anonymous meets at 6:30
(Mountain Time) on Tuesdays at
the Senior Center. Call (785) 734-
2734 for more information.

Stratton “AA by the Book” Al-
coholics Anonymous group meets
at7 p.m.Thursdays forabeginners
open meeting. Filies and young
people welcome. Call (719) 348-
5398 for men and (719) 346-8553
forwomen.On U.S.Highway 24 go
to Statton and it is the second house
on the left, 513 Iola Street.

Fibromyalgia and Chronic
Myofascial Pain Support Group
meets from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. the
third Wednesday of every month
inthe Emergency Medical Services
building, 257 15th St., in Burling-
ton. Call Debbie at 719-346-4612.

area events

Prairie Museum of Art and
History, 1905 S.Franklin, Colby is
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central
Time Tuesday through Friday and 1
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. On
exhibitduring the month of October
is a selection of works from the art
department at Colby Community
College. The pieces in the show,
created by art instructor Rebel Jay
and her students from several art
classes, utilize a variety of media
including acrylics, chalk, clay, pa-
per and found objects.

thrift store

The Goodland Churches Thrift
Shop, 1002 Main, is open 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Tuesday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.
Donations welcome. For informa-
tion call 890-2007.

health department

The Sherman County Health De-
partment at 1622 Broadway is open
from 8 a.m.tonoon and 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Blood pressures; infants’, chil-
dren’s and adults’ immunizations;
health assessments for Kan Be
Healthy, daycare and school entry;
fasting blood sugar and hemoglo-
bin; and family planning available
by appointment. Sharps containers
are available free. WIC program
available. Call 890-4888 or go to
www.sherman .kansas.com.

If you have questions, concerns
or complaints about child care, call
the health department.

Water Testing — The Northwest
Local Environmental Protection
Group does well evaluations, in-
cluding testing for bacteria and
nitrates. To schedule an evaluation
or discuss environmental concerns,
call the Health Department at 890-
4888.

hospital volunteers

Giftshophoursare9 a.m.tonoon
and I to4p.m.;a.m.and p.m.volun-
teers are in the gift shop.

early head start

Early Head Start is a state funded
program for income eligible fami-
lies with prenatal mothers and chil-
dren up to age three. Families par-
ticipate in a variety of educational
activities and receive free medical
and dental care.

Services include special needs
of children with disabilities. If you
have afamily member with aspecial
problem, such as drug or alcohol
abuse, jobloss or other family crisis,
your family can qualify. Call 785-
672-3125,ext. 187.

preschool

Sherman County Head Start is a
free preschool for eligible 3 and 4
year olds.

The federally funded program
is targeted to families who meet
certain economic guidelines and
provides hearing, vision,dental and
educational screenings.

Nutritious meals are served, and
parents are encouraged to get in-

volvedintheir children’s education.
For information call 890-2552.

crimestoppers

If you have information about
any crime, call the Goodland Area
Crime Stoppers “Look Line” at 899-
5665. Your call will be confidential
and you will not be asked your
name. If the information results in
the arrest and/or conviction of those
involved, you could be eligible for
areward of up to $1,000. Goodland
Area Crime Stoppers is a nonprofit
organization formed by citizens
against crime.

The police department can also
be called at 890-4570.

family shelter

The Northwest Kansas Domestic
and Sexual Violence Services pro-
vides help day or night to victims
of domestic violence and sexual
assault.

Weekly support groups are avail-
able in Hays. Support group for
women’s domestic violence vic-
tims/survivors is from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. Central Time on Wednesdays;
amen’s domestic violence victims/
survivors support group from noon
to 1 p.m. Central Time Tuesdays;
and a youth support group is avail-
able by appointment.

A sexual violence victims/sur-
vivors support group in Hays and
a domestic violence support group
to meet in Colby are being formed.
If interested in joining or for in-
formation or help, call (800) 794-
4624. In the Colby area, call (785)
443-1130.

animal shelter

Lostapet?Call 890-4575 or goto
www.petfinder.com and be sure to
enter the Goodland zip code 67735.
You can also call the Goodland
Police Department at 890-4570 or
Northwest Kansas Animal Shelter
at 899-4398. Interested in adopting
apet?

Call the animal shelter or go to
the website www.nwkasgoodland.
webs.com.

obituaries

Thelma Larie Wolf

Thelma Larie (Peter) Wolf, 86,
Hot Springs, Ark., 1943 graduate of
Sherman Community High School,
died Saturday, Dec. 22, 2012, at
Fountain Lake Health and Rehab
Center in Hot Springs.

She was born Dec. 27, 1925, to
Jacob and Anna (Zimbelman) Peter
in Sherman County.

On Jan. 30, 1948, she and Dale
Allen Wolf were married in Sher-
man County.

Preceding her in death were her
parents, her husband in December
2004, four brothers and six sisters.

Survivors include a daughter,
Cheryl (Dennis) Powell of Hot

Springs, Ark.; a son, Bobby Wolf
of Hutton, Texas; a sister, Delo-
res (Hank) Elliott of Goodland; a
brother, Larry (Bernice) Peter of
Finger, Tenn.; six grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

Private graveside services were
Friday, Dec. 28, 2012, at Beulah
Cemetery in Colby. A memorial
service is planned for the spring.

Memorials may be made to Dierk-
sen Hospice, 3648 N. Arkansas
Highway 7, Suite E, Hot Springs,
Ark.71909.

Kersenbrock Funeral Home, 745
S.Country Club Drive, Colby,Kan.
67701.

Les Sutton

William Lester Sutton, 87, long-
time Goodland resident, died Fri-
day,Dec. 28,2012, at his home.

Services are pending.

Memorials may be made to the
William Lester and Betty B. Sut-
ton Family Scholarship Fund for

Goodland High School graduates at
the First National Ban,202 E. 11th,
Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Arrangements are being handled
by Bateman Funeral Home, 211 E.
11th, Goodland.

Marita Salomi Hildreth

Marita Salomi Aurora Hildreth,
80, retired Burlington
bookkeeper, died Tues-
day, Dec. 25,2012, at her
home.

She was born on Feb. 8,
1932, in Orebro, Sweden.

Services will be held
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan.
6,2013, at the Bethel As-
sembly of God Church,
1055 Rose Avenue, Bur-
lington with Pastor Joe
Berry officiating. A second
memorial services will be held
at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 13,

Hildreth

2013, atthe Living Way Fellowship
Church, 345 E. Wildcat
Reserve Parkway, High-
lands Ranch, Colo.

Memorials to the Bra-
zil Outreach Ministries
or to Behold the Lamb
Ministries may be sent to
the Bank of the West, 502
14th Street, Burlington,
Colo. 80807.

Arrangements are be-
ing handled by Love Fu-
neral Home, 377 15th,
Burlington, Colo.

Thelma May Luther

Thelma May Maxine Luther, 89,
Sharon Springs homemaker, died
Thursday,Dec.27,2012,at

the Greeley County Hospi-
tal in Tribune.

She was born March 7,
1923, to Mae (McKinley)
and Henry Earl Mather
at Wallace. She went to
country school in Wallace
County.

Eugene Luther; and a grandson,
Lloyd Allen Luther.
Survivorsinclude three
sons, Phillip (Carolyn)
Luther of Oregon, Loren
(Darlene) Luther of Sha-
ron Springs and Michael
(Diane) Luther of Good-
land; a daughter, Marga-
ret (John) Chitwood of
Conway Springs; seven

In 1939 she and Lloyd
Aaron Luther were married
at McAllaster. They lived
first in Wallace County and then
in Logan County. After selling the
farm in Logan County, she moved
back to Sharon Spring in 1981.

Mrs. Luther helped with the fam-
ily’s farming operation.

She had been a member of the
Assembly of God Church and then
the Wesleyan Church. Mrs. Luther
was active in a Home Demonstra-
tion Unit, the Senior Center, the
Silver-Haired Legislature, the Wal-
lace County Jolly Neighbors and as
a4-Hleader.

Preceding her in death were her
parents; her husband; a son, Lyle

Luther

grandchildren; 20 great-
grandchildren; and a
great-great-grandchild.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
on Wednesday, Jan. 2,2013, at the
Wesleyan Church in Sharon Springs
with the Rev. Paul McNall officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in the Sharon
Springs Cemetery.

Visitation will be one hour prior
to the service at the church on
Wednesday.

Memorials to the Thelma Luther
Memorial Fund may be left at
Koons Funeral Home in Sharon
Springs or mailed to Koons Funeral
Home, 211 N. Main, Goodland,
Kan.67735-1555.

KOONS FUNERAL HOME, INC

AND MONUMENTS
www.koonsfuneralhome.com

Most complaints about insurance are on claims

At the Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment, approximately 65 percent of
the complaints about insurance we
get from consumers are related to
claims handling. Delays in process-
ing aninsurance claim have been the
number one complaint of insurance
consumers across the nation for
many years, unfortunately.

Filing and getting a claim re-
solved with your insurance com-
pany can be a frustrating process
for you, especially when you are
troubled with the incident that
caused the claim or you are faced
with a weather disaster.

Being prepared with and keeping
track of the information your insur-
ance company needs to process the
claimis critical inreducing the time
between the insurance incident and
the resolution of your problem. To
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tain time frame.
Provide complete,
correctinformation.
Becertainto give your
insurance company

help get your claims paid promptly,
consider the following ideas.
Know your policy. Understand
what your policy says. Because it
is a contract between you and your
insurance company, you need to
know what’s covered, what’s not
and what your deductibles are.
File claims as soon as possible.
Don’tletthe bills orreceipts pile up.
Call your agent or your company’s
claims hotline as soon as possible.
Your policy might require that you
make the notification within a cer-

insurance comm.

all the necessary in-
formation. If your in-
formation is incorrect
or incomplete, your claim could be
delayed.

Keep copies of all correspon-
dence.Whenever you communicate
with your insurance company, be
sure to keep copies of all correspon-
dence. With phone calls, include the
date, name and title of the person
you spoke with and what was said.
Also,keep arecord of your time and
expenses.

Ask questions. If there is a dis-
agreement about the claim settle-
ment, ask the company for the

Genheral Public Transportatioh

Schedule a ride call:
785-899-5082
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-3 p.m. MST

¢ First come first served

* $1 per trip

* Handicap accessible

¢ Bus services are within
city limits of Goodland, KS

“Project Funded in part by the KDOT Public Transit Program”

specificlanguage in your policy that
is in question. Find out if the dis-
agreement is because you interpret
the policy differently. If your claim
isdenied, make sure you have alet-
ter from the company explaining
the reason for the denial - including
the specific policy language which
caused the denial.

Don’t rush into a settlement.
If the first offer your insurance
company makes does not meet
your expectations, be prepared to
negotiate to get a fair settlement. If
you have any questions regarding
the fairness of the offer, talk with
your local insurance agent, seek
other professional advice or call
the consumer assistance hotline, (in
Kansas) (800) 432-2484.

Document auto and homeown-
ers temporary repairs. Auto and

Your sponsorship could be right here!

homeowners policies might require
you to make temporary repairs to
protect your property from further
damage. Your policy should cover
the cost of these temporary repairs,
sokeep allreceipts. Also,document
any damaged personal property for
an adjuster to inspect. If possible,
take photographs or videotape the

damage before making the repairs.

Don’tmake permanentrepairs.
A company might deny a claim if
you make permanent repairs before
the damage isinspected. If possible,
determine what it will cost to repair
your property before you meet with
anadjuster. Provide the adjuster any
records of improvements you made
to the property, and ask him/her for
anitemized explanation of the claim

settlement offer.

Seek accident and health claims
details. Ask your medical provider
to give your insurance company
details about your treatment, condi-
tion and prognosis. If you suspect
your provider is overcharging, ask
the insurance company to audit the
bill,and verify whether the provider
used the proper billing procedure.

Contact us. If you continue to
have a dispute with your insurance
company about the amount or terms
of the claims settlement, contact our
Consumer Assistance Hotline or go
to our website, www .ksinsurance.
org, to file an online complaint.

Classifieds work!
899-2338

Celebrating Hometown Life
See American Profile magazine in this week’s issue of

(available in local area only)

Brought to you by:

Goodland Star-News

Call The Goodland Star-News
today for more information!
(785) 899-2338
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These two were out enjoying the sun and the snow on Friday afternoon near Goodland Regional Medical Center.
Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

After 43

years
employee
retires

Dale Schields stood with Lorie
Abbey at hisretirementrecep-
tion on Friday afternoon atthe
Goodland Regional Medical
Center. He had worked for
the hospital for 43 years. He
said he and his wife planned
to travel and spend time with

their grandchildren.
Photo by Pat Schiefen
The Goodland Star-News

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story.

Please call our office at (785)
899-2338 to report errors.

We believe that news should be
fair and factual.

We want to keep an accurate re-
cord and appreciate you calling to
our attention any failure to live up
to this standard.

Enjoy a night at the movies!

D=

BIGITAL
www.goodlandnet.com/movies

TONIGHT 7 PM
The Hobbit 3D (PG-13)
Starts Friday 7 PM: Wreck-it Ralph

Classifieds work!
899-2338

American Implement is a family-owned John
Deere Dealer with nine locations throughout
Western Kansas and one in Colorado. Founded
in 1970 on a reputation for being responsive to
our customers growing needs, we have over 260
employees dedicated to customer satisfaction.

Mission Statement: "We are passionately com-
mitted to providing our customers with the high-
est quality products, most innovative solutions
and services delivered with integrity and profes-

sionalism. Through ongoing training and posi-
tive experiences, we provide our employees the
opportunity to grow and prosper as individuals.
We will serve and help strengthen our communi-
ties, remain a valuable resource to our customers,
and be a place where everyone feels appreciated
and welcome."

Business location: 1104 Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS
Phone number: 785-890-7575
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Oakley to have

ranching seminar

Kansas State University will
hold its Winter Ranch Manage-
ment Seminar on Tuesday, Jan. 8,
in Manhattan, with remote sites at
eight towns around the state.

The conference begins with reg-
istration at 3 p.m. (Mountain Time)
atall sites, and the program starts at
3:30 p.m.(Mountain Time). Dinner
is included at all locations.

Each seminar features onsite
speakers, plus presentations via
webinar, including:

e Protection and Restoration
of Forage and Range Resources,
speaker at each location.

* R.A. Brown Ranch: Manage-
ment Innovations for a Changing
Beef Industry, Donnell Brown,
Throckmorton, Texas (webinar).

* Fetal Programming: Implica-
tions for Beef Cattle Production,
Rick Funston, University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln (webinar).

* Tips and Tools to Reach Your
Management Goals, onsite speak-
ers.

Locations and contact informa-
tion for each site:

* Northwest Kansas Educational
Service Center, 703 W. Second St.,
Oakley, Scott Barrows, (785) 743-
6361 or rsbarrow @ksu.edu.

» Kansas State University, 111

Weber Hall, Manhattan, Eve Clark.
(785) 532-1280 or evec@ksu.edu.

o K-State Olathe, 22201 W. In-
novation Drive,Olathe,Rick Miller,
(913) 715-7000 or rick.miller@
jocogov.org.

¢ Astra Bank, 1205 18th St., Bel-
leville, Robin Slattery, (785) 325-
2121 or rslat@ksu.edu.

¢ Ellsworth Golf Course, 900 E.
Second St., Ellsworth, Debbie Ja-
cobs, (785) 472-4442 or djacobs @
ksu.edu.

* Bowyer Community Building.
Lyon Coounty Fairgrounds, 2710
W. Highway 50, Emporia, Brian
Rees, (620) 341-3220 or brees@k-
state.edu.

* Neosho County Courthouse
basement, 100 S. Main, Erie, Delta
George, (620) 223-3720 or delta@
ksu.edu.

e Shears Technology Theater,
Hutchinson Community College,
1300 N. Plum, Hutchinson, Cody
Barilla, (620) 662-2371 or cba-
rilla@ksu.edu.

* Rooks County Golf Club, 1925
U.S. Highway 183, Plainville,
Rachael Boyle, (785) 425-6851 or
rboyle@k-state.edu.

For information or registration,
call the contacts listed ateach site or
go to www.asi.ksu.edu/rms.

Kansas 511 offers

personalized info

Justintime for the winter weather,
the Kansas Department of Transpor-
tation has made it easier than ever
for travelers to get the latest infor-
mation about their route to work,
school or gatherings.

Travelers may now subscribe to
free text or e-mail message alerts
about current conditions on the
routes they travel. Subscribers to
My Kansas 511 select the route,
the time of the day and the type
of information they want, such as
road closures or National Weather
Service warnings. To subscribe,
visit www.kandrive.org, KDOT’s
traveler information portal, and
select “Plan Your Drive” or “Get
More Travel Info.”

“My Kansas 5117 is just one of a
number of new content options and
features now available through the
Kansas 511 phone system.

New Content includes:

e Kansas City Traffic info — in-
cludesroad condition,construction,
incident/event and speed/conges-
tion info for the greater metro area,
including Kansas and Missouri

¢ National Weather Service Warn-
ings (tornado; severe thunderstorm;
flash flooding; blizzard; winter
storm and ice storm)

* Rest Area locations/informa-
tion

e Silver Alerts (in addition to
AMBER Alerts)

Other New Features include:

e System Menu — new features
and design

e Call Transfers — provides the
ability to access information across
the state for the following info from
511: 1) transit info in Kansas City,
Lawrence, Topeka, Salina and
North Central Rural; 2) Tourism; 3)
Central Permitting Office for com-
mercial vehicles; and 4) Motorist
Assistin Kansas City,Kan.; Topeka.
Wichita, Salina, Southwest Kan-
sas, Southeast Kansas, Northwest
Kansas and the Kansas Turnpike
Authority)

* City or town segment location
assistance — allows the caller to
select a city/town and the system
automatically provides the route
segment where the city/town is
located.

* Emergency messages — may
now be interruptible (not interrupt-
ible in the past) and allows repeat
callers to bypass the message.

A single call to 5-1-1 from any
phone anytime, from anywhere in
Kansas or (866) 511-KDOT (5368).

Starting January 2, 2013,
American Implement will have new

business hours!

They are as follow:
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. MT
Saturday 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. MT

ERIC
IMPLEMENT

1104 Old US Highway 24 Goodland, KS 67735
PHONE: (785) 890-7575

o A
Amber Chaffman
Sponsored by:

(GHS Cowboys of the Week)

Based on positive academic performance, attendance
improvement, positive attitude or random acts of kindness,
the student nominees this week are:

A/J@:L ; ;};J’f'

1803 Cherry, Goodland, KS ¢ Phone: (785) 899-3661
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Andy Winde
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from our viewpoint...

Protesters went
too far this time

People protesting against religion in government have gone a
bit too far this time, we think.

A group called Americans United for Separation of Church
and State raised a howl when Gov. Sam Brownback appeared at
areligious rally a couple of weeks ago.

“The governoris really overstepping his constitutional bounds,”
the group said in arelease. “He was elected to serve as governor
of our state, not our state pastor-in-chief.”

So what exactly did the activist group object to?

According to press reports, the governor talked that day about
how he turned to God after learning he had cancer in 1995.

“I finally reached up and said, ‘God, this life’s yours,’” the
governor said. “It started a great adventure.”

He ended his talk by praying for forgiveness of his sins and the
sins of others.

Organizers of the ReignDown USA event denied that they
wanted political leaders to enforce any kind of religious belief on
the state. The event was designed to promote “humility, prayer
and repentance,” they said.

Whatreally ticked Americans United off, however, apparently
was a proclamation the governorissued beforehand declaring the
day of the rally as “a day of restoration.”

That amounted to the governor using his office to promote
religion, the group said.

“The people of Kansas do not need politicians telling us when,
how or whether to pray,” Vickie Sandell Stangl, president of the
Great Plains Chapter, said in the statement. “If anybody needs to
repent,it’s Gov. Brownback. He needs to repent for violating the
constitutional separation of church and state.”

So was the governor promoting religion or just exercising his
right to believe?

It’s afine line. American leaders have always proclaimed their
piety, at least when it suits them. Most presidents have attended
church. Most governors have led prayers and attended religious
events. Our founding documents call upon the deity to guide and
protect the Republic.

Perhaps Gov. Brownback stands out because he’s made no
bones about his Roman Catholic beliefs or his conservative ap-
proach to religion. He’s an attractive target.

We’re not here to argue for mixing church and state. School
districts should not force students to pray, nor should the govern-
ment support or promote the church, any church.

We’re a free nation, though, and even the governor should be
free to believe as he wishes. He shares the First Amendment with
the anti-religionists.

Butcan our leaders pray in public or declare their faith in God?
They have since the beginning of the Republic.

Our Constitution is an imperfect document, and it’s meaning
has shifted with time. Where it once shielded slavery and denied
women the vote, today it does neither. Public prayer? Our leaders
are allowed, but no one is compelled to agree with them. That’s
part of what freedom means. — Steve Haynes

The Goodland Star-News
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Thanks for a great year Goodland

Well, it’s been exactly one year since I
moved to Goodland.

Imoved here on Dec. 31 from Colby to take
over as editor. Ironically that day was the day
of a rather large wreck out on the interstate.
You might remember how the wind began
to pick up in the morning and blew the dirt
around, which combined with some snow,
made interstate driving a bit perilous. Luckily
I packed up the last of my stuff and got here
before the weather hit.

It’sbeen arollercoaster of a year, with lots of
highs and lows and everything in between. But
I can definitely say thatI’ve enjoyed living on
the top side of Kansas —as John Golden would
say — thus far.

Icome from what out here seems like the big
city, but ever since I graduated from college
I’ve lived in one small town or another, and
I’ve grown to enjoy it.

I’ve enjoyed attending the Flatlander
Festival and the Elks year-end dinner. I've

kevin
_ bottrell

simple tricks

b, and nonsense
wandered around the High Plains Museum and
joined the Goodland Rotary Club.

One thing I’ve gotten more involved with
since moving here is sports. I was never much
interested in sports growing up or as an adult.
The only experience I had covering sports was
during a few months in Colby when we were
between sports reporters.

Atthe Star-News we have abit smaller staff,
so the editor and reporter divide up a lot of the
sports coverage. So I’ve had to get more into
sports so I can write aboutit. And honestly, it’s
beenalotof fun.It’s been fun watching the new

college teams find their footing, learning all the
different wrestling rules and seeing how much
the high school basketball teams — especially
the girls — have improved from last season.

Funny thingis,Ialso just won an award from
the Kansas Press Association for sports pho-
tography. Inever suspected that the first award
I’d win in this business would be for that. That
award was for one I took for Colby, but I think
I’ve gotten some decent shots here as well.

Besides sports there’s been a lot to cover,
from elections to county and city meetings to
concerts and other events. I think by far my
favorite interview of the year was with Capt.
Scott Weber, the commander of the National
Guard unitthatdeployed to Kuwait earlier this
year. He was excited and enthusiastic about
going oversees.

All in all I'd say, even though I moved
away from Starbucks, it’s been a good year,
and I look forward to another great year in
Goodland.

Debt is no laughmg matter

“Are you kidding me?”

That was all I could think to myself when I
heard that U.S. Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner said thatthe U.S. “absolutely” should
getrid of the debt ceiling, which is the limit on
federal government borrowing.

Having served in Congress for two years
now, I thought that I had heard it all from the
Obama Administration, but it appears they
have not run out of senseless ideas. At a time
when America is more than $16 trillion in
debt — an amount about equivalent to the size
of our entire economy — the last thing we need
is to remove the cap on the government’s
credit card.

Two years before becoming president, then-
Sen.Barack Obamadeclared it “unpatriotic” to
raise the debt limit. It was probably one of the
few times we have been or ever will be on the
same page. Yet, as we come to the conclusion
of his first term, present and future taxpayers
are on the hook for $6 trillion more debt and are
likely to be responsible for at least $4 trillion
more come the end of his second term.

Despite the $6 trillion more debt in his first
term, the Obama Administration will come
to Congress in a matter of weeks and ask
that we raise the debt limit. Or, apparently as

u.s. rep.

Secretary Geithner has suggested, getrid of it
altogether.

The unfortunate reality is that Congress will
have to raise the debt limit. That is what hap-
pens when Washington borrows 40 percent of
what it spends. But this time, the conditions
have to be different.

Another deal like the one that was cut by
Republicans and Democrats in August 2011
cannot be on the table. Sixteen months after
that arrangement, Washington has almost
exhausted all of the borrowing, but has not a
single spending cut yet to show for it. The cuts
are set to take place on Jan. 1, but the odds are
high that lawmakers on both sides of the aisle
will find a way to finagle out of them.

As it was 16 months ago, the problem in
Washingtonis notthat we donot take inenough
money. The problem is still that we spend too
much. Perhaps I sound like a broken record
writing that month after month, but Congress

and the President have yet to deal with the out-
of-control spending.

Voters may have sent mixed messages
to Washington by re-electing a Democrat
president with a slim 51-percent margin and
a Republican-controlled House (where the
Constitution prescribes all revenue bills must
originate),butexit polls on Election Day show
apretty clear mandate on the policy direction of
Washington: it is time to tackle spending.

Nearly two-thirds of voters said “no” torais-
ing taxes to fix the deficit (meaning spending
cuts are the way to go), and by an eight-point
margin voters said “government is doing too
many things better left to businesses and indi-
viduals” rather than “government should do
more to solve problems.” Americans are not
looking for higher taxes and more government;
they are looking for less of both.

If the next “debt deal” is anything like the
last — guaranteed debt, uncertain spending
cuts —I will again ask: “Are you kidding me?”’
After all, more debt and more spending is no
laughing matter.

Tim Huelskamp, a Republican from Fowler,
and aformer state senator, is the congressman
for the st District of Kansas.

A Christmas to remember

"Twas the season of leftovers and small
kitchen disasters.

Eldest daughter was scandalized when her
sister said she was planning to take a wheel of
brieleft over from acompany party to her book
club Christmas party.

My husband told me this story,and I agreed
with youngest daughter. I’'m cheap, and I see
no reason to throw away perfectly good food.

Steve just shook his head and rolled his
eyes.

I never heard whether she took the brie or
not, but she did make BLT bites, an appetizer
that requires a lot of time and a pound of fried
bacon.

There are seldom any of those left after a
party.

Personally, I took a couple of leftovers to a
party this Christmas.

We had an open house at the office, and I
made a bunch of stuff, including the afore-
mentioned BLT Bites, spiced toast,some fancy
olives, rum balls, cherry and apple tarts and
cream cheese on crackers with a cranberry-
nut topping.

We had some of the olives and a few rum
balls left. I took them home and put them in
the refrigerator, although neither need to be

cynthia
haynes

® open season

cooled. Especially those rum balls.

Then two days later, I took the leftovers plus
fresh BLT bites and another panful of tarts to
aRotary party. Everything was a big hit,and I
didn’t have to take anything home.

However, the tarts are made with pie dough
cutinrounds and cooked in a mini-muffin pan,
then filled with cherry and apple pie filling.
Each batch used up two pie crusts, but after
making two batches, I still had some pie-dough
filling left.

I was asked to bring a treat for a Christmas
eve party, and guess what? I made more tarts
and used up the last of my pie filling.

Sorry,eldest daughter, I just can’t throw out
good food. Mind you, I wouldn’t have saved
the BLT bites, since they have mayonnaise in
them, nor would I have kept leftover tarts or
cream cheese around for the two days between
parties.

With leftovers still in mind, I pricked and
put a dozen potatoes in the oven to cook for
Christmas dinner. The menu was steak , twice-
baked potatoes and green beans.

Since it was just for Steve and me, I figured
that I’d make up a big batch of twice bakes and
put the spares in the freezer for later. Which I
did.

However,when I went to check the potatoes,
one had exploded and there was potato all over
the oven. I showed Steve the mess. Since the
remaining potatoes still needed to cook a little
longer, we closed the oven door and went to call
our granddaughter on the video link.

That call may have saved us a trip to the
emergency room. When I went back to pull
the potatoes out, a second one had exploded
—right up front. That would have been a pain-
ful experience if it had gone off while I was
checking it.

The oven got cleaned and so did the floor
after my sleeve caught a spare potato skin
Steve had soaked in Worcestershire sauce and
the whole mess landed on the floor.

We ended up with potatoes on the table, in the
freezer, in the sink, on the floor, on me and all
over the inside of the oven. Truly a Christmas
to remember.
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School facilities, Van Gogh repairs round out top stories of 2012

TOP STORIES, from Page 1

aprekindergarten to sixth. The only
thing addressed at the high school
for seventh through 12 would have
been heating and air conditioning.
That bond would have raised the
mill levy by 12.6.

Biermann said people could vote
down the sales tax but approve the
bond. If voters approve the sales tax
but not the bond, the sales tax would
be null and void.

Proposed remodeling to be done
at West Elementary School would
solve code issues such as the fire
alarm system, emergency light-
ing, a kitchen fire suppression and
compliance with Americans with
Disabilities Act. Other issues fac-
ing West are the number of outside
doors that make heating and cooling
inefficient and provide access to
strangers. In the proposal the out-
side doors would be enclosed with
a hall way that would limit access.
New construction there would be
the building of two class rooms that
would also be the storm shelter for
the school. There is no store shelter
currently and kids take shelter in
bathrooms and interior halls. There
would be a security vestibule added
so that people coming into the build-
ing would have to funnel through
the office. The old bathrooms would
be converted into closets and stor-
age except the bath rooms in the
kindergarden rooms would be re-
modeled so they are handicapped
accessible.

The improvements to North El-
ementary would be similar to the
ones at West. The additional cost
would be heating and air condi-
tioning and a new roof not needed
at West.

Since the sixth grade would be
added the school would need four
more class rooms. Two of those
class rooms would be a storm shel-
ter.

The current bathrooms would be
turned into storage and the court
yard would be made into central
bathrooms.

== TRANE

It’s Hord T Stop A Trane”

The issues that need to be ad-
dressed at Goodland High School
include 1937 designed heating
and wiring. The school does not
have fire sprinklers and emergency
lighting. In the classrooms except
for the science rooms the doors are
not handicapped accessible.Bier-
mann said they want to maximize
space and make it as functional as
possible.

Starting with the auditorium, he
said, it would get new lights and
a ceiling. They want to move the
band into the space currently oc-
cupied by the library. A door to the
back of the stage could be added
allowing students to enter from
the back. Dressing rooms and bath
rooms would be available there and
some space for set storage. The rest
of the space would be used for the
band with practice rooms and stor-
age. The library would be moved
to where the cafeteria is now. The
student area for the cafeteria would
be the current band room. The only
new construction would be a new
kitchen with a boxed in area that
could be made into a concession
stand. At the front of the school the
class rooms would be remodeled
and would be used by the seventh
and eighth grade.

Upstairs in the front of the build-
ing the classrooms would be remod-
eled and the sizes equalized. These
would be the history and English
class rooms and the freshman and
sophomore lockers.

The gym would only get new
heating. All the rest rooms would
be renovated.

Biermann said the districtaims to
give the best education it can to the
children of the county in the most

efficient way possible.
5 Cross spent more than
two weeks from July 9 to
August 1 in Goodland working on
cleaning, repairing and repainting
the giant Van Gogh reproduction

painting he had first done in the
spring of 2001. The painting and

Canadian artist Cameron
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Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting

* Flooring * Roofing

Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756
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Artist Cameron Cross sanded part of the giant Van Gogh painting during his restoration efforts. Cross
was in town for several weeks repairing the canvas and touching up the painting, which has been in

place for more than 10 years.

easel were erected on June 19,2001
asaspecial project of the Sunflower
USA non-profit corporation. The
revamped painting was lowered by
a crane onto the 80-foot easel on
Monday, July 30.

Cross smiled and said it was awe-
some to see the painting replaced on
the easel. He said it had been quite
a project to repair and repaint the
Three Sunflowers in a Vase, and
hoped it will last longer than the 11
years of the first effort.

Tohelp protect the painting Cross
added a clear coat sealer. He said it
was good to be able to work on the
painting on the ground, and he felt
he used more vibrant colors in the
repainting while trying to remain
true to the original painting by Vin-
cent van Gogh.
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“This is bolder with fewer de-
tails,” he said. “That will help with
the fading over time.”

The hot summer forced Cross
to work early in the mornings and
come back in the evenings to avoid
the midday heat. He said it was
nearly 100 degrees each day,but the
painting felt more like 120 degrees.
He said he tried working until about
1 p.m.ononeday,and feltexhausted
when he took a break.

Originally the plan had been for
Cross to work on the painting while
it was on the easel using a lift being
donated by Miller Construction.
Cross tried to get up to the painting
using the lift, but found the wind to
be areal problem.The decision was
made to cut the painting down, and
Bryant Nemechek of Nemechek
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Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality
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Elite Tuxedo Rentals
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Welding was hired to cut the paint-
ing down.

The first step was for Cross to
wash the painting off and inspect
places where the image had been
damaged over the 11 years. He
said he was glad to see it had help
up well, but found at least three
places that had to be repaired with
fiberglass.

Crosscleaned outthe many screw
holes which had become visible by
having the resin pop off. He cleaned
the screw holes and recovered them.
Next he sanded the covered screw
holes and the other places that
needed to be smoothed. He sanded
the outside frame where the steel
had shown evidence of rust and
damage to the surface.

He began the repainting once the

three areas had been repaired and
the screw holes recovered. It took
several days for Cross torepaint the
background and details of the vase.
sunflowers and base area. As the
repainting progressed Cross would
use a lift to get above the project to
see how it was going.

The original project was begun
about 1999 when Cross had ap-
proached the National Sunflower
Association about locating a giant
easel in the United States with a Van
Gogh sunflower painting. He said
the association suggested Goodland
alongI-70 would be a good location.
When approached a small group of
Goodland citizens put the non-profit
Sunflowers USA group together to
raise the money. The land where the
painting is located was donated by
the city. The total cost of the project
was about $140,000, and the group
had received an attraction grant
from the state of Kansas with the
money coming from the Kansas
Lottery and not taxpayer money.

Goodland Rotary members took
on the project in 2004 starting by
erecting a large spotlight in front
of the easel to light the painting at
night as part of the Rotary Centen-
nial project. The Rotary members
went on to add the brick handicap
accessible sidewalk, benches and
explanatory information at the
viewing area. Rotary setup a visitor
log, and has been collecting pages
fromthatlog for several years show-
ing the many names and places of
those who have stopped to see the
painting.

An effort spearheaded by the
Shine On Sherman County Re-
source Development Committee
—led by Annette Fairbanks —began
abouttwo years ago to refurbish the
painting. The first step was to reor-
ganize the Sunflower USA group
and ask them to donate the painting
and viewing property to the city.
Once that process had been com-
pleted and Cross had been contacted
about coming to Goodland to look at
the painting the planning began for
the refurbishing project.

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
INSURANCE

1624 S. Mai
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
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Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 » (785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Sit back, relax,
and watch The Service
Directory do the hard
work for you.

Call Kayla at
The Goodland Star-News
today to find out how!

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731



6 The Goodland Star-News [ Tuesday, January 1 2013

All Central Time, for Kansas Mountain TIme Stations subtract an hour

TVCHANNELGUIDE

Tuesday Evening January 1, 2013
[~9:30 |
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Remembering You. Floyd H.
Wegner. 6-6-1919 to 12-31-
2006. I’'m thankful for the times
Owe shared and the priceless
memories too. Betty Wegner
and Texas family. -12-28-1-1-

WANTED

WANTED: USED 4-RUNNER
OR PATHFINDER. Wanting to
spend around $4,000. Call (719)
850-1352. (Gary). -12-11-tfn-
Junk batteries, non-ferrous
metals andiron. Darrel Bowen.
Phone 785-899-2578. -tfn-

NOTICE

American Profile Cookbooks
Available! Stop by The Good-
land Star-News. -tfn-

Advertising Deadlines (box

and line ads): Tuesday edition
(Friday at noon). Friday edition
(Wednesday at noon. Please
check your ad the first time it
runs. If you find an error, please
call us at (785) 899-2338 so it
can be corrected, since we will
not be responsible for errors
after that first day. Thank you!
The Goodland Star-News.

HELP WANTED

PSI Transportis always look-
ing forgood company livestock
and grain haulers as well as
shop mechanics. Competitive
pay, life/health/dental benefits
and bonus program available.
EOE. (785) 675-3477. -6-10-
TFN

BUSINESS FOR SALE

COMPLETE FITNESS CEN-
TER! Changing Lifestyles, 13th

kansas classifieds

Career Opportunity
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *Hos-
pitality. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 888-220-3977
www.CenturaOnline.com

Help Wanted

“Can You Dig It?” Heavy Equip-
ment School. 3 wk Training
Program. Backhoes, Bulldoz-
ers, Excavators. Local Job
Placement Asst. VA Benefits
Approved. 2 National Certifica-
tions. 866-362-6497

Help Wanted
Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay!
800-277-0212 or primeinc.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers OTR DRIVERS Sign On
Bonus $1,000-$1,200 Upto 45
CPM Full-time Positions with
Benefits! Pet Policy O/O’s Wel-
come! deBoer Transportation
800-825-8511 www.deboer-
trans.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: NO EXPERIENCE?
Class ACDL Driver Training. We
train and Employ! Central Re-
frigerated (877) 369-7885 www.
centraltruckdrivingjobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Sponsored by

The Goodland
Star-News

1205 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735

899-2338
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Sponsored by
The Goodland
Star-News

1205 Main

Goodland, Kan. 67735

899-2338

“You got the drive, We have the
Direction” OTR Drivers APU
Equipped Pre-Pass EZ-pass
passenger policy. Newer equip-
ment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-
528-7825

Misc.

AIRLINES CAREERS -Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Finan-
cial aid if qualified - Housing
available. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-248-7449.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW JAN. 5-6 SAT. 9-5 &
SUN. 9-3 GREAT BEND GREAT
BEND EXPO COMPLEX (455
W BARTON RD) BUY-SELL-
TRADE INFO: (563) 927-8176

cl

&Main, Goodland. Contact Pat
Howe at (785) 890-7512 or (785)
821-2389 for more information.
-5-11-tfn

FOR SALE

Black miniature Chihuahua,
male, housebroken, crate
trained. $200 OBO. Call (785)

821-0160. Goodland. -1-1-
1-4-
2008 Dodge Ram 2500 Crew

Cab. 4WD, 3/4 ton Cummings
Diesel. 79,000 miles. Call (785)
694-3415.-12-21-1-1-

2 -12” Sony subwoofters and
a 1000 watt amp for sale, box
andwires areincluded, call 719-
930-9031 in Goodland. - tfn-

FIREWOOD FOR SALE IN
GOODLAND. Call (785) 890-
7224.-12-11-tfn-

SICRRNEWS =

asSSl

2008 Wilson Grain Trailer,
50% brakes, 80% virgin tires.
Spring ride, 22,500. Call (785)
821-2009. -11-23-1-1-
ASHLEY FURNITURE TEM-
PUR-PEDIC BEDDING AT
COLBY FURNITURE AND
HOME STORE, COLBY, KS.
(785)460-6311. Website: www.
colbyfurniture.net -10-21-tfn
Two Sega Genesis game sta-
tions with 25 plus games. $100
OBO. (785) 890-7224. -7-29-
tn

FOR RENT

1 bedroom, kitchenette, all
utilities and cable paid, no de-
posit. $650/month. Goodland.
Call (785) 443-1863. -1-1-1-4-

Houses and apartments in

Keep reading your local newspaper...
and keep your community going strong.

MOVE UP
IN YOUR
CAREER

Communities with a local
newspaper are smarter,
stronger and closer. Their
citizens are connected to one
another, and invested in what
happens around them.

E |

~ 3
’ Kansas Press
Association

kspress.com

fied

Goodland, KS. All sizes. Call
for details. (785) 890-6538.
-6-12-tfn

Houses and apartments. Cole
Real Estate. 785-899-26883.
-tfn-

SERVICES

CAT’S TNT for jewelry, vinyl
graphic designs, massages,
quilting and Fed-Ex and UPS
shipping and more! Stop by

Star-News | Tuesday, January 1, 2013 7

1018 Main, Goodland — 3-23-
tfn

Superior Flooring & Furniture,
Burlington, CO. 14,500 sq. ft.
showroom! Carpet, ceramic
tile, vinyl, appliances, furniture
and bedroom sets to list a few!
Check us out at www.superior-
flooringandfurniture.com. 360
14th St., Burlington, CO (719)
346-7579. -4-26-tfn-

o~

e

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Full-time position with Goodland Regional Medical Center. Respon-
sible for coordinating and performing administrative and clerical
tasks in support of the hospital's CEO and its senior management
team. Must have completed appropriate secondary education (BS or
AD) or have had similar employment experience (3-5 years) relevant
to this position. Excellent verbal & composition skills required.

Competitive salary with excellent fringe benefits
such as paid medical, dental, life insurance, Paid
Time Off, etc. Submit resume to GRMC Human
Resources Department or apply on-line at
www.goodlandregional.com at earliest conve-
nience. Goodland Regional Medical Center is an
kquual Opportunity Employer (EOE).

N

. Help Wanted w

LHY

EOE

Bookkeeper Position Available at Colby, KS.

This is a full-time position with competitive wages
and a full benefits package.

Please send resume to:

CHS Inc. PO Box 465 Colby, KS 67701

E-mail: alvin.juenemann@chsinc.com or

Apply at CHS-Colby with Alvin Juenemann

at 785-462-6880

FUN BY THE NUMBERS

7

Here's How It Works:

8

9 | gets tosolve the puzzle!

Level: Beainner

Time
for a
New

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-
bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment
you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your
sudoku savvy to the test!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num-
bers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and
box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it

Car?er

The Goodland Star-News
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R, ‘3 join our feum selliny
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FULL-TIME

u fust-puced

' , Editor, at 1205
. KS 67735.
gnsas.com or

The
Good and Star-News
1205 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735 « (785) 899-2338

Crossword Puzzle

66

CLUES ACROSS
1. Easy as 1-2-3
4. Goat and camel hair fabric
7. A woman’s undergarment
10. British bathrooms
12. Assemblages of parts into
one entity
14. Semitic fertility god
15. Dull & uninteresting
16. Yemen capital
17. Stare impertinently
18. Banished persons
20. Heart failure & energy
supplement
22. Reduction in force
23. Women’s ____ movement
24. Polynesian wrapped skirt
26. Double-reed instruments
29. Own (Scottish)
30. Summer window dressings
35. Many not ands
36. Paddle
37. Being a single unit
38. Silly behavior
44 . Insecticide
45. A blank area
46. Reduces stress
48. Morning moisture
49. Tear away roughly
50. Elevated
53. Cristobalite
56. Baseball’s Ruth
57. Indian monetary unit
59. Contest of speed
61. Having a slanted direction
62. Gross receipts
63. Ariver in NE Spain
64. The brain and spinal cord
(abbr.)
65. Dynegy Inc. on NYSE
66. Japanese monetary unit
CLUES DOWN

1. Linen vestment worn by priests
2. The trunk of a tree
3. Transmission line cable
4. Freshwater duck genus
5. Bulk storage container
6. Oil obtained from flowers
7. Shopping containers
8. Abnormal breathing
9. Brew
11. Bake eggs in their shells
12. Serviceable
13. A person in the navy
14. A child’s slight injury
19. Fain
21. Supports trestletree
24. Parian Chronicle discovery
site
25. Greek famous for fables
27. Farcical afterpiece
28. Dispatches by mail
29. Hall of Fame (abbr.)
31.Aah
32. Unnaturally pale
33. Before
34. Fixed in one’s purpose
39. Madames
40. Frosts
41. City drains
42. Baseball playoff
43. Cruise
47. Steeple
50. Precipitation
51.Cas____: winter melons
52. A unit of two
53. Viewed
54. Taxis
55. 4840 square yards
56. London radio station
58. Perform work regularly

60. Longest geological time

Goodland

The crossword puzzle brought to you by:

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2338
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Golf, summer softball are top sports stories of 2012

The Goodland Star-News staff
has chosen 10 stories that highlight
the achievements of local athletes
throughout 2012. The first five sto-
ries were listed in the Friday, Dec.
28, paper. The top five stories of the

year appear below.
5 cal College continued its
march onto the collegiate
athletic stage with the launch of four
new sports programs this year.

The men’s soccer team began
playing in August. They won their
first two games against Gateway
College and Phoenix College in
Arizona. Throughout their first
season they picked up wins against
Pratt Community College, Lamar
Community College, Hesston Col-
lege, Cowley County Community
College, Dodge City Community
College and Trinidad Junior Col-
lege.

They lost to Barton County Com-
munity College in the quarterfinals
of theRegion VItournament, finish-
ing the season with a 10-9 record.

The women’s soccer team won

NorthwestKansas Techni-

their first game against Gateway,
but lost to Phoenix College. They
beat Western Wyoming Commu-
nity College, Pratt, Trinidad, Could
County and Hesston. They also lost
in the first round of the Region VI
tournament, finishing with a 6-9-1
record, having tied Neosho County
0-0.

Both teams are coached by Luis
Figueroa and Marcelo Lima.

The men’s and women’s bas-
ketball programs got their start in
November. After starting with long
road trips, the teams began home
games at the Max Jones Fieldhouse
on Nov. 20.

The Mavericks lost their first
three games, then got their first two
wins atthe Colby Ambassador Clas-
sicin November. They lost the final
game against Colby by one pointin
overtime. A week later, they came
from behind to beat Colby at the
last second in the first home game
in program history.

The men’s team is coached by
Jase Herl with assistant coach Wade
Knapp.

The Lady Mavericks have strug-

i AN

hr Northwest Tech men’s basketball team played their first scrim-
mage on Oct. 13. Both they and the women’s basketball program

are in their inaugural seasons.

The

904 Main Street
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2352

gled in their first season. After a
string of eightlosses, the team found
their rhythm against Mid Plains
Community College at home on
Nov. 24, beating the Lady Knights
81-77.

The women’s team is coached
by April O’Neal with assistant
coaches Jasmine Ewing and Malik

Fletcher.

4 Mustang.

In January, the Grant
Junior High seventh and eighth
grade girls basketball teams each
placed second in the league. In the
fall, the volleyball team came away
with a league title.

The track team had a record
breaking year. At the home meet
in April, Kelsey White, Margeaux
Thompson and Faith Biermann
either tied or broke school records.
The team got first place finishes in
every age group at the Hays meet.
At the Oakley meet in May, the
Mustangs got 16 first-place finishes,
including several relays.

Atthe league meet on May 5, the
Mustangs set 12 school records and
tied or broke nine league records.

The seventh grade football team
had an undefeated season, finish-
ing 7-0 and outscoring all their
opponents with 188 total points
and allowing just one touchdown
all season. Their final game against
Scott City on Oct. 9 was a 30-0
shutout.

This winter, the eighth grade
girls basketball team has also been
successful, beating teams like Hol-
comb, Oakley and Ulysses.

3 Team could do no wrong

this summer.

The team was the host for the
Northwest Kansas Swim League
Championship meet in July and
while some of the individual races
were close, the team won the meet
by a large margin.

Goodland swimmers won 19
individual races and five relays.
The team had four league cham-
pions: Ethan McDaniel, Devinee
Borgman, Levi House and Rachel
Witman.The team also set five pool
records.

The Goodland swimmers per-
formed well throughout the season,
winning meets in Oakley, Burling-
ton, Colby, Wray and Holyoke.

2 team making headlines

this year was the Good-
land Slammers 14 and Under soft-
ball team.

Beginning their season in June,
the girls went 3-1 at the opening
tournamentin Hays. They competed
inthe Dodge City Tent City Tourna-
ment on June 23 and 24, defeating
the Dodge City Storm, the Dodge
City Dusters and the SW Thunder
to claim the championship.

At the state tournament, the girls
moved brackets several times,
ending up in a single-elimination
bracket in the silver division. A
win over the Colby Sweet Thunder
advanced them to the championship
round where they beat the Optimist
Aftershock from Manhattan to win

It was a good year to be a

The Goodland Swim

Another summer league

Wednesday: No School-Winter break
Thursday: No School-Winter break
4 p.m.: Girls Junior High Basketball at Burlington
Friday: No School-Winter break
3:45 p.m.: Junior Varsity/C team Basketball at Ulysses
5:30 p.m.: Varsity Basketball at Ulysses
Saturday: 8 a.m.: Junior Varsity Wrestling at WaKeeney
8 a.m.: Varsity Wrestling at Rossville

the bracket.

The Slammers 12 and Under team
also went to the state tournament.
After beating the Salina Tsunami in
game one, the girls lost to the Win-
field Hurricanes. They won game
three against the Wichita Jets and
game four against the Valley Center
Sliders, but lost in game five to the
Wichita Extreme, taking fifth place

in the tournament.
1 host school for the Class
3A State Golf Tourna-
ment this year, and the home team
came through in fine style, winning
the tournament with a 20-point
margin.

The Cowboys qualified for state
as a team, and so had six golfers at
the tournament. Gage Thrig won first
place;Joel Linin, third; and Gannon
Thrig,fourth. Rounding out the state
qualifiers were Tanner Jones, Coo-
per Slough and Thatcher Jones.

It hadn’t all been smooth sailing
for the Cowboys. They struggled
at the Hays high Invitational, at
which they came up against SA and
6A teams. Gage IThrig had to sit out
partof the season with aback injury
and Thatcher Jones struggled with
afootinjury.

However, the Cowboys won six
regular meets as well as regional
and state titles. They placed second
in the Great West Activity Confer-
ence.

Of the team that won state, only
Joel Linin, who graduated in May,
won’t be returning next year.

Goodland High was the

Tanner Jones (right) teed off on
Hole No. 1 at Sugar Hills Golf
Courseduringthe Class 3AState
Tournament in May. Jones shot
an 85 and the team went on to
winthe state title. The Goodland
Swim Team (below) set five pool
records and won 19 individual
races as well as the league title
at the Northwest Kansas Swim
League Championship meet,
held here in July.

Monday: Classes resume
3 p.m.: Junior High Scholar’s Bowl at Colby

Tuesday: Gold day
3:45 p.m.: Junior Varsity/C team Basketball, here, versus Oakley
5:30 p.m.: Varsity Basketball, here, versus Oakley
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Services

Goodland, KS 67735

Phone: 785-890-6622 L. o . PHONE: (785) 899-2592
723 W. Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS 1011 Main, Goodland, KS 67735 E—r:m r_']l i Tn-;*; Highway 27, Goodland Livestock & Machinery Hauling
(785) 899-5628 www.fairbankslaw.net i e A= (785) 899-5601 Bonded Livestock Dealers




