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Pep ban

Members of the Goodland High School pep band entertained night at Max Jones Fieldhouse. The group is directed by Deann basketball season.
fans at the basketball games against Rawlins County Tuesday Langness. The pep band plays at most home games during the

Photo by Kevin Bottrell/The Goodland Star-News

Conditions not favorable for new, mature trees

With water as the single most
important resource for tree survival
and growth, the Kansas droughtcon-
ditions the past couple years have
been less than favorable for both
young and mature trees throughout
the state.

“More than 80 percent of varia-
tionintree growthisrelated to water
supply.” said Bob Atchison with the

Kansas Forest Service.

He said the most common signs
of drought last summer appeared
in foliage and included leaf drop,
curling, wilting, discoloration and
dead branches. Symptoms usually
appear first in the top center portion
of canopies, making it difficult to
identify drought stress in tall, more
mature trees.

Atchison recommended several
practices to limit tree damage dur-
ing drought, even in the winter
months.

“Even though we have entered
the winter season, it is still helpful
to spply water when weather allows
and the soil can absorb moisture,”
he said.

While newly planted trees should

be watered regularly for the first
three years, established, mature
trees should be watered every two
to four weeks by soaking the top 12
inches of soil under the tree’s cano-
py.Atchison recommended using a
soaker hose, drip irrigation or slow
drip bucketto spread water over the
entirerootarea.As a general rule, he
recommended two gallons of water

be applied forevery one inch of tree
diameter.

He also warned against over
watering. “Too much water can kill
a tree by eliminating the air from
the soil and suffocating the roots,
he said. “The soil should not stay
saturated, but have time to dry out
between waterings.”

Atchison said pruning and fertil-

izing often have negative effects
during drought as well. Both cause
the tree to expend energy that could
otherwise be spent on growth.

For questions contact the Kansas
Forest Service at(785) 532-3300 or
visit www.KansasForests.org.

People work to keep a sate food supply for Americans

Often during the holiday season,
we take time to reconnect with fam-
ily and friends over a meal. We’re
able to do so because hardworking
folks in rural America deliver the
most abundant and affordable food
supply on earth.

It’s also the safest food supply -
an achievement made possible by
a wide range of skilled, dedicated
people.

It all starts with our growers and
processors, who are always asking
how they can produce a safer prod-
uct. They have the support of USDA
staff at more than 6,000 plants
around the country and at U.S. ports
of entry. These experts inspect a
wide range of food products before
they’re sent to the grocery store.

Visit us on
Facebook
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The Obama Administration has
worked hard to strengthen our food
safety efforts. Four years ago we
created the President’s Food Safety
Working Group - which has brought
together experts from across gov-
ernment and industry to improve
food safety.

Since then, we’ve expanded test-
ing of raw beef products to prevent
dangerous pathogens from enter-
ing the food supply; in fact, new
enforcement measures to detect
additional strains of E. Coli began
in March 2012.

USDA expects to prevent 25,000

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please
call our office at (785) 899-2338
to report errors. We believe that
news should be fair and factual. We
want to keep an accurate record
and appreciate you calling to our
attention any failure to live up to
this standard.
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more foodborne illnesses annually
thanks to tougher standards we set
for Salmonella and new standards
for Campylobacter which will
reduce the occurrence of these
pathogens in poultry.

We’ve invested tens of millions
of dollars on cutting-edge food
safety research. And we’re better
coordinated than ever, thanks to
a new Public Health Information
System. This system allows us to
track emerging trends, keeping us
ahead of food safety threats and al-
lowing us to take proactive steps to

solve problems.

Finally, we are helping share
information with consumers. Raw
meat and poultry now include nutri-
tion labels so Americans can make
better-informed choices at the gro-
cery store. Through our expanded
“Ask Karen” web page, folks have
achance to getadvice directly from
a food safety expert. Consumers
can visit www.fsis.usda.gov to use
this tool and to learn more about
preventing foodborne illness.

By preventing food contamina-
tion, we can save businesses and

taxpayers from the costs of food
recalls. We can help maintain the
good name of American agriculture
around the world. And most impor-
tantof all, we can keep families safe
from foodborne illnesses.

This holiday season, I encourage

Americans to stay informed about
food safety as they enjoy time with
family and friends. I also hope ev-
eryone will join me in thanking the
farmers who grow our food, and the
dedicated Federal employees who
help keep it safe.
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CELEBRATING THE BIG 50°'S!

December 15 & 16 Free Matinee 1

December 14-January 3
The Hobbit 3D (PG-13)

Extended sequences of intense fantansy acfion NO PASSES through Dec. 27!
violence; and frightening images.

www.goodlandnet.com/movies 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

Sponsors include: Goodland Public Library; AFLAGFred Hall; Bowman's Heating & Air;
Gleason Chironractic: Mann's Jewelrv/Smitty's Snorts/Doc’s Coffee

DERMATOLOGY

30 PM: Puss in Boots (PG)

NIGHTLY 7 PM MOVIES
Movie bucks make ﬂreut gifts!

James M. Swinehart, MD
« Board-Certified Dermatologist
« Moles, Cysts, Growths
« Skin Cancer/MOHS Surgery

« Allergies/Rashes

« Acne-Cryotherapy
« Hair Transplants
« Liposuction

Dr. Swinehart will be in Burlington, £
CO on the following days:
January 4, 2013; February 1, 2013;
March 15, 2013; and April 2013-TBD.

To make an appointment:
call (303) 744-1202.
Visit our website at
www.coloderm.com

What: 50 years of Marriage and 50 years of Refereeing
“Open House” honoring Don and Phyllis Dawes
City Limits - 2227 S. Range Ave. * Colby, KS
Saturday, December 22, 2012

6 p.m. CST - until ?

Where:
When:
Time:

Fun, Food, Fellowship and Entertainment - No Gifts Please!

Congratulations to Steve Duell, the winner of the
Gator Giveaway, sponsored by American Implement.
Pictured is Steve Duell (right), with John Harkins (left)
from the Parts Deptartment.

MERICAN
IMPLEMENT o

1104 Highway 24, Goodland, KS 67735

Phone: (785) 890-7575 JOHN DEERE
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