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Water officials meet to talk about local plans, aquifer regulations

WATER, from Page 1

Afterthe meeting,Bossertsaid he
would add clarifications to the writ-
ten proposal, partially to explain
how the groundwater district will
track of the water being allocated
between users, and how these new
allocations will be shared between
water users in the Sheridan 6.

Bossert said the restrictions are
meant to go into effect at the start
of 2013 and remain for five years,
until the end of 2017. A committee
consisting of a district board mem-
ber, a Division of Water Resources
member and water users would be
formed to oversee the agreement.
Before the itexpires, the committee
will decide whether and for how
long to continue the regulations.

Alaw passedinthe 2012 Legisla-
ture allowed the state to create Lo-
cal Enhanced Management Areas.
However, Bossert said the ground-
water district has been considering
tighter water restrictions for over a
decade,and met with members from
November 2008 to May of this year

on the issue.

The restrictions are designed to
keep the water right-holders in the
Sheridan 6 from pumping more than
114,000 acre feet of water out of the
ground in the next five years.

“The allocation of 114,000 acre
feet is pretty much sacrosanct,”
Bossert said, adding that future
changes to the management area
should be made in deference to this
number.

They will mainly apply to farm-
ers, keeping them from pumping
more than 55 acre inches over the
next five years, with no restrictions
on how much of that allocation
they can pump in any given year.
The original yearly water-right
restrictions on each well will still
apply also.

“The annual rate of pumping
is related to seasonal rainfall and
therefore it’s variable from year
to year,” Bossert said. “We’ve got
to allow people to use that water
flexibly.”

He told Barfield that in earlier
meetings,farmers said an average of
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111inches would sufficienttoirrigate
their crops, if properly managed.

Users of stock water for cattle
will be limited to using 12 gallons
of water aday perhead, Bossert told
Barfield, down from 15 gallons.
There is a single recreational pond
which will be limited to using 90
percent of its old allocation.

After the order goes into effect,
he said, farmers can pool their water
rights or combine them with any
other water rights in Sheridan 6.
The groundwater district will keep
spread sheets of each right to keep
track of pooling and transfers of
waterrights between different users,
making sure everyone stays within
their boundaries.

“It’s going to track this like abank
account,” Bossert told Barfield,
“and then again it’s going to stay
under the 114,000-acre-foot bot-
tom line.”

Water right users will be fined
$1,000 forevery day they pump less
than four acre feet over their five
year limit,and will loose their water
rights for two years if they pump

four acre feet or more over that limit.
Four observation wells in the area
track groundwater levels, he said,
and a fifth will be ready soon.

Noteveryone was sure the water-
right holders would be kept at the
proper limit.

“Water rights get pretty compli-
cated,” Barfield noted.

At the end of the meeting, he
asked Bossert to clarify how alloca-
tions of water could be transferred
between users.

Harold Murphy, a farmer who
owns only one well in Sheridan
6, said he was worried about how
farmers will be able to pool together
their water allocations, allowing
them to pump more on some wells.
Although farmers in the district can
pool the place of use between water
rights by piping water to different
fields, they cannot pump more than
their yearly allocation on any given
well. Under the proposal, the new
allocations could be pooled together
among any waterrightholdersin the
Sheridan 6.

“In the long run, in the bottom of
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the column, more water is used,”
he said.

Murphy said he thinks he will
only grow 60 to 70 percent of his
old crop under the new restrictions.
His well has been pumping less and
less water each year. While it once
was able to pump about 600 gallons
aminute, he said, it’s now pumping
closerto450 gallons. This means, he
said,thathe isin favor of the restric-
tions on water use, but does not like

public notice

the way they were written.

“I wantitto go through,” he said,
“but I want it to be fair and equal
treatment between water users.”

The Sheridan 6 area covers 125
water right holders. Ray Luhman,
assistant manager for the district.
said that about five of them own as
many as 12 water rights. The land
is mostly in Sheridan County but
also includes nine square miles in
Thomas County south of Menlo.

Abandoned Motor Vehicle

Notice of sale of abandoned
motor vehicle in the posses-
sion of S&M Repair. The herein
described vehicle will be sold at
public auction on January 10,
2013 at 8:00 a.m., to the high-
est bidder for cash, if the owner
does not claimthe same priorto
time of sale and pay for removal,
storage and publication costs

incurred.

Description of vehicle:

Make Eager Beaver Serial or
identification number 112AG-
B229GT350086, Vehicle is in
storage at 1008 W 17 th St.
Goodland, Kan.

Published in The Goodland
Star-News, Tuesday, December
11,18 and 25, 2012.
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