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Governor holds second water conference

Water. It’s essential to life, yet it
is often not treated as the precious
commodity thatitis.

Kansas water issues were the
topic when more than 500 people
came together for the Governor’s
Conference on the Future of Water
in Kansas Oct. 30-31in Manhattan.
The conference was hosted by Kan-
sas State University and the Kansas
Water Office.

Growing populations in some ar-
eas,combined with climate change,
fixed water supplies and a declining
Ogallala Aquifer mean that there is
an increasing need to determine the
economic value of water,said Frank
Ward, professor of agricultural
economics at New Mexico State
University.

Several presentations focused
on the Ogallala Aquifer, the vast,
shallow underground water table
aquifer thatlies underneath portions
of eight states — Kansas, Nebraska,
South Dakota,Colorado, Wyoming,
New Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma.
Many agricultural producers in
western Kansas and other states use
water from the Ogallala.

“For agriculture, we combine
‘crop production function’ devel-
oped by agricultural engineers and
agronomists with crop budgets
developed by agricultural econo-
mists to generate ‘crop revenue
functions,’” said Bill Golden, ag-
ricultural economist with K-State

Research and Extension.

“The first inches of applied
groundwater are much more valu-
able than the last inches applied,”
said Golden,noting that “The impli-
cation is, if we save the last inches
today and use them in the future as
first inches, we might have gains in
value and groundwater conserva-
tion policy can yield significant
future benefits to the producer and
rural economies.”

Golden, who led a recent study
on water use in southwest Kansas,
said thatoverthe period 1975-1999,
the value of water increased about
Apercentayear. However,because
of a combination of drought and
high commodity prices, the value
has jumped 9.7 percent per year
since then.

The study also estimated average
value of groundwater to producer
net revenue ranged from $129.03
per acre foot to $182.17 per acre
foot. The estimated average value
of groundwater to the rural com-
munity, however, as measured by
total industry output, ranged from
$644.56 per acre foot to $920.88
per acre foot. The values varied
depending on crop mix, soil type,
precipitation, well capacity and
economic modeling scenarios.

“The implication is that ground-
water is as important to the regional
economy as it is to the producer,”
Golden said.

Another study he cited estimated
the value of water in irrigated ag-
riculture ranged from $12.33 per
acre foot to $2,466.96 per acre foot,
with an average value of $345.37.
The value of water for domestic use
ranged from $9.87 per acre foot to
$3,552.43, with an average value of
$715.42. And the value of water in
industrial use ranged from $12.33
per acre foot to $8,560.36, with an
average of $1,060.79.

A study that looked at water use
for various purposes suggested that,
accounting for only direct water use,
dairies are a relatively high-value
user of water, generating more than
$93,000 per acre foot.

Overall,Golden said,agriculture
is the high volume, low value water
user. He predicted that in 40 to 50
years, western Kansas farm land
will generally be used for growing
dryland wheat and grazing cattle.

“I’m not usually in favor of more
regulation, but something more
drastic needs to be done about the
diminishing water supply in the
Ogallala,” said Kansas farmer Jay
Garetson, who attended the confer-
ence. He is amember of the Kansas
State Board of Agriculture.

Garetson credited Gov. Sam
Brownback for signing two bills
into law this year designed to con-
serve the state’s water supply and
extend the life of the Ogallala, but
believes more action is needed.

“The bind we’re in in the short
run is the value of the dollar is
trumping our long-term vision,”
said the Sublette farmer, who grows
irrigated corn, irrigated and dry-
land grain sorghum, irrigated and
dryland cotton, dryland wheat and
irrigated soybeans. “We’ve had this
elephant in the room for 40 years.
The combination of high grain
prices and low natural gas prices
are crushing the Ogallala Aquifer.
The short-term economics are tell-
ing us to leave (future generations)
with nothing.”

“This is one situation where
voluntary conservation is akin to
unilateral disarmament for farmers
whoirrigate,” Garetson said. “What
we need is a common requirement
where everyone contributes to the
long-term reduction. The way it
is now, whoever slows down first,
loses.”

Because the Ogallala is out of
sight, it’s also out of mind for many
citizens, he said, adding that if the
water was rapidly being depleted
from a visible lake, action likely
would have been taken long ago.

Information on the conference,
including individual presenta-
tions, is available online at www.
kwo.org/Ogallala/Governors_
Conference_2012/Governors—
Conference_2012.htm .

Oberlin bank purchases three regional branches

The Bank of Oberlin has completed its
purchase of three branches of First National
Bank, including those in Colby, Bird City and

Quinter.

“We’re just completing the acquisition, from
when we started in April,” said Gary Walter,
president of The Bank. “We were approved by
the (Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.) and the
Office of the State Banking Commissioner (to
take over) at the close of the business day on

Friday (Nov. 16).”

Walter said that customers won’t be seeing

much of achange,other than the routing number
and name on their checks. Internet and business
banking won’t be affected, he said.

“The people that were customers of First Na-
tional are customers of ours,” he said, “and the
same people that were working at those branches
are there still. It’s the same location, personnel
and telephone number.”

For existing customers of The Bank in Colby,
however, there will be a change.

“In Colby, we moved from our location at
1290 W. Fourth to 1195 S. Range, to what was

Friday.”

the First National Bank,” he said.“We’re operat-
ing the original on limited hours of 7:30 to 11:30
a.m.,butonly at the drive-up, and only until this

Mr. Walter said The Bank will honor First
National checks until they can be replaced. With
everything involved in the changeover, he said,

they’re hoping to honor them for 60 days.

“As soon as we can get new checks in peoples
hands,” he said, “it will make everything easier.
We can go longer than 60 days if we need to, but
that’s our goal.”
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of the farm cooperative were out
of the office Friday and could not
be reached.

He said officials were really
pleased with the cooperation
among all the agencies that re-
sponded to the collapse.

“We’ve had very good coop-
eration from everyone,” he said,
“from the facility to all the re-
sponders, the surrounding coun-

Railroad bypass

r collapse

ties and other agencies.”

He said both the Thomas and
Logan county sheriff’s offices
sent deputies down to help with
traffic,and Thomas County emer-
gency management Director
Susan McMahan brought some
equipment down. The state De-
partment of Transportation and
Highway Patrol also sent help.

“It’s worked out to make it as
good as it could be in this situa-
tion,” he said.

Energy company
warns of phone scam

MidwestEnergy,an energy coop-
erative based in Hays that supplies
natural gas in Oberlin, warned cus-
tomers this month thatanew scamis
spreading across the nation,and that
people in northwest Kansas need to
be aware of it, lest they get taken.

The scam involves either a re-
cording or a person calling your
phone. The caller says that you
are eligible for an “Obama energy
credit,” the firm says.

After the scammer gains your
trust, he or she will ask for your
personal information, such as bank
account numbers. More than 50,000
people have been taken advantage
of so far, with the scam spreading
west from Florida since April.

“We’re not aware of any scams
targeting any customers in Kansas,”
said Shana Read, director of com-
munications for Kansas Electric
Cooperativesin Topeka. “Giventhe
nationwide reach of this scam, it’s
prudent to make people aware that
itis happening.”

If you have any doubts as to
whether someone on the phone or
otherwise talking toyouisinvolved
with the company, said Michael Sa-
deghi, director of customer service
at Midwest, call (800) 222-3121
to speak with a representative and
make sure.

“We would never call a customer
and demand bank information,” he
added.
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It’s Hard To Stop A Trane”

Bowman’'s
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770
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Sales ~

STOP
BURNING |

Rep/ace that old ][urnace with a
new system ][rom Bowman's.
Our energy—e]%cient systems are
reliable, pawer][u/ and economical.

Service~ Installation ~ Repair

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our z’mayzha/ion.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS

Quality Service

Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352
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* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery
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“Where Service is an Aﬁzr of the Heart”
DAN BRENNER FORD, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Floonng and FUrniture and accessories

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com

Plum Creek, Ltd.

Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

Store Hours:
9am-5:30pmM-F
9am-4 pm Sat.

475 N: Franklin,
Downtown Colby
785.460.1978

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET,
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

o Commercial/Residential

o Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment

* Water Dameage Restoration
o FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

Cleaning
W Kansas
one house at
a time!
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‘Guaranteed
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“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM « BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
INSURANCE

1624 S. Mai
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

in Street

Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 « (785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Sit back, relax,
and watch The Service
Directory do the hard
work for you.

Call Kayla or Tor1 at
The Goodland Star-News
today to find out how!

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731



