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Lawrence has horse-drawn holiday parade

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Ilove aparade.Imagine abigcity
parade with only horse-drawn ve-
hicles. There are very few of those in
the nation and only one in the Mid-
west - and that parade happens right
here in Kansas. The 20th annual
Lawrence Old-Fashioned Christ-
mas Parade www.lawrencechrist-
masparade.org is the first Saturday
in December, and it’s the subject of
this week’s Kansas Profile.

Connie and Don Werner of Hor-
ton are owners of Werner Wagon
Works, which we have previously
profiled. Connie and Don are an
integral part of this parade in Law-

In 1992, they met Rob Phillips at
adraft horse sale in [owa. Rob was
manager of the Eldridge Hotel in
Lawrence at the time, and he is also
a western enthusiast. He went to
the horse sale in Iowa and bought
a horse-drawn carriage, but had no
way to transport it back home. He
met Don and Connie Werner who
agreed to transport it back to Kansas
and a friendship began.

The Werners told Rob and his
wife Beverley about an upcoming
wagon train reenactment along the
Oregon Trail from Westmoreland to
Marysville. Rob ultimately joined
in. When the wagon train arrived at
Marysville, Rob was impressed at
the interest shown by community
members. It inspired the idea of
putting on a parade of horse-drawn
vehicles in his town of Lawrence.

Robtook the ideato the Lawrence
Convention and Visitors Bureau di-
rector atthetime. She was skeptical.
“Do you know how much work it is
to organize a parade?” she said.

But the idea would not go away.
Rob continued to work on it. In
fall 1993, he announced that the
Eldridge Hotel was going to have an
all horse-powered event, including
Santa Claus, on the first weekend in
December. His first call went to Don
and Connie Werner who agreed to
help. They and others worked hard
topulltogetheraparade,anditwasa
success. Twenty-three horse-drawn
vehicles rolled down Massachu-
setts Street and Santa rode in on a
stagecoach.

“While I was talking with a re-
porter and being complimented by
many people on a great parade,”

Robsaid,“Beverly wasssitting in the
streetin her buggy trying to control a
horse in which the bit had fallen out
of its mouth.” Fortunately a local
veterinarian intervened and con-
trolled the horse, saving the day.

The parade generated much in-
terest. In April 1994, the Eldridge
Hotel was recognized by the Law-
rence Chamber of Commerce for
organizing the parade and itbecame
an annual event.

After the Eldridge Hotel sold in
2004, other sponsors stepped up to
supportthe parade. In2009,the lead
corporate sponsor became none oth-
er than Wells Fargo. This old west
freight company now has a financial
investment subsidiary, Wells Fargo
Advisors,whichis thelead sponsor.
In fact, the company sends the actual
Wells Fargo Stagecoach through the

The

parade each year.

Onthis 20th anniversary, the Wer-
ners give thanks for founder Rob
Phillips and the original participants
in the parade. For that first parade,
horse-drawn vehicles and outriders
came from several states and from
communities around Kansas. They
came from larger communities such
as Salina and Topeka, but also rural
communities such as McClouth,
population 865; Waterville, popula-
tion 664; and Oketo, population 86
people. Now, that’s rural.

A group of horse-loving volun-
teers come together each year to
help put on this event. For several
years, Connie made enough chili
and potato salad to feed more than
100 people on the night before the
parade.

Don and Connie Werner and their

covered wagon will be in the parade.
as they have for all twenty years. A
friend from Bern Chuck Streit — a
mere 85 years old — brings his team
to pull the Werner wagon.

People come fromall over for the
Lawrence Old-Fashioned Christ-
mas Parade. This year,some 10,000
people are expected.

It’s time to leave the Lawrence
Old Fashioned Christmas Parade.
We commend Connie and Don
Werner,Rob and Beverley Phillips.
Chuck Streit,and many others who
make adifference by giving of their
time and talents to make this dream
become areality. I love a parade.
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Goodland Star-News

1205 Main, Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

The Country Advocate

Bird City Times
Box 220, Bird City, KS
(785) 734-2659

The Country Advocate is

DIRECTLY MAILED
to nearly 20,000 households in
Northwest Kansas,
Eastern Colorado and
Southwestern Nebraska.

THENORTON

TELEGRAM

215 S. Kansas, Norton, KS
(785) 877-3361

Call us today!

TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane®

STOP . -
BURNING |, =

Rep/ace that old ][urnace with a
new system /[rom Bowman's.

Bowman's
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

Our energy—e]%:ient systems are
reliable, powerful and economical

Sales ~ Service~ Installation ~ Repair

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our Imayzbafzbn.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

The Service Directory works hard so
you don’t have to.

Call Kayla or Tori at The Goodland
Star-News today to find out how!

(785) 899-2338

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS

THE OBERLIN HERALD
170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS

€he Saint SFrancis Gerald

We’ll help you sell your stuff!

Ad Deadlines
For Tuesday papers

155 W. Fifth Colby, KS
(785) 462-3963

(785) 475-2206

Friday Noon
For Friday papers
Wednesday Noon
For Country Advocate

Friday Noon

Box 1050, St. Francis, KS
(785) 332-3162

You may call the ad in to
(785) 899-2338 or stop by the

Star-News at 1205 Main.

* Drinking Systems

Quality Service
since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

Better Water. Pure and Simple™

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery
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“Where Servic\e‘;‘;znzl‘lﬁ/i»r of the Heart”
DAN BRENNER FORD, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

o

ASHLEY
7 W Electronics & MORE!
Flooring and Furniture and Accessories

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com

Plum Creek, Ltd.

Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

475 N: Franklin,
9am-5:30pmM-F Downtown Colby
9am-4 pm Sat. 785.460.1978

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.
NO JOB T0O BIG OR TOO SMALL! (\.;{/e%ning
* Commercial/Residential ansas
» Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment  °" house at

time!
* Water Dumeage Restoration a fime
o FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning i\
785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

Store Hours:

‘Guaranteed
Ulta
> Cleaning
Power

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

SHELTER
INSURANCE

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 » (785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE (785)332-3370
St. Francis, KS 67756 Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Hendricks Realty, Inc.

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

< www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Hot Brush



