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Thunderbird pilot was former track star

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

“Soaring through the air.” That’s
what happens when a collegiate
high jumper makes his or her jump,
buttoday we’ll meet aman fromru-
ral Kansas whohastakenthisideato
a whole new level. Thanks to writer
Amber N.Helm whose article in the
Kingman Leader-Courier was the
basis for this story.

Blaine Jones grew uponafarmin
south central Kansas and attended
grade school at the rural commu-
nity of Pretty Prairie, population
610 people. Now, that’s rural. He
graduated from Kingman High
School where he became an ac-

complished high jumper and started
soaring through the air. He attended
Hutchinson Community College
and Kansas State University on
track scholarships and was a three-
time All-American high jumper.

Blaine followed in the footsteps
of his uncle who graduated from
KSU and his aunt who worked in
the food industry. He obtained a
degree in bakery science and man-
agementat Kansas State, graduating
in 1996.

Asanintern forKellogg’s, Blaine
worked in productdevelopment. He
then worked for a bakery in Balti-
more, Md., for a couple of years
before returning to Kansas City
to work as an assistant production
manager for a large bakery.

In September of 2001, some key

matters of record

events changed hislife. The first was
watching the Thunderbirds, which
isanelite U.S Air Force fighter pilot
squadron. Seeing them perform ma-
neuvers during their show inspired
himto gotoalocal airporton Sept. 8
and signup for flight lessons, some-
thing he had always been interested
in but had never tried. The experi-
ence changed Blaine’s life. “It was
awesome, it was the greatest thing
I’d ever done,” he said.

Three days later, Jones was at the
bakery listening to the events of
Sept. 11 unfold over the radio and
he felt that up to that point he had
been focused on himself. After hear-
ing about the attacks on America,
Blaine knew he wanted to join the
military, to do something bigger.
Since he liked flying, he sought out

information about a career in the
Air Force.

The summer before he left for of-
ficer training, he returned home to
help his father during harvest, and
he alsoused that time to improve his
physical condition. “Between loads
he’d be out there jogging beside the
combine in his combatboots getting
in shape,” said Blaine’s father, Jay
Jones. “I’d open the window and
holler out ‘Run, Forrest, Run!’”
Jones was one of the oldest in his
class atofficer training, buthis track
background and dedication to stay-
ing in shape allowed him to keep up
with his younger classmates.

In 2002, Jones graduated from
Air Force officer training school in
Alabama and entered pilot training
with the rank of second lieutenant.

It was there he met and married his
wife, Carey, a fellow pilot.

Blaine and Carey made Air Force
history when they became the first
married couple to fly an alert prac-
tice scramble mission with their
F-15C fighter jets. The Jones also
have twin 2-year-old girls named
Jett and Tally.

Blaine was promoted to the rank
of captain and served five years at
Langley Air Force Base in Virginia.
He was also deployed to Guam and
the United Arab Emirates. He has
logged more than 1,300 flight hours
as an Air Force pilot.

In 2011, he was selected to fly
with the U.S. Air Force Air Dem-
onstration Squadron (also known
as the Thunderbirds) after arigorous
application and interview process

that included shadowing the Thun-
derbird pilots and interacting with
crowd members.

Inatypical year the Thunderbirds
perform at more than 60 demon-
strations in 33 locations, spending
more than 200 days on the road.
Each performance lasts more than
an hour and showcases the skills
and capabilities that fighter pilots
must possess.

“Soaring through the air.” For
Blaine, that idea was first applied
in a Kansas high jump but it went
on to become his career as a fighter
pilot. We commend Blaine Jones
for making a difference by serving
his country and demonstrating these
skills as anaviator. He has taken this
idea to new heights.

The following real estate trans-
actions have been reported by the
Sherman County register of deeds.

Lawrence Gardner Boyd and Ra-
mona Hopkins Boyd to Wells Fargo
Bank,NA,Lots 25 and 26 and W/2
of Lot 27, Block 12, First Addition
to City of Goodland.

Dean Mather Topliff and Myrna
Kay Reents Topliff convey and
warrant to Dean Mather Topliff and
MyrnaKay Reents Topliff, Trustees
for the Topliff Revocable Trust
UTA 4/21/1997, all S/2 of Sec.34,

T8S,R40W, except a tractin S/2 of
Sec.34,T8S,R40W.

Dean Mather Topliff and Myrna
Kay Reents Topliff, Trustees for
the Topliff Revocable Trust UTA
4/21/1997, to Dean Mather Topliff
and Myrna Kay Reents Topliff, all
of S/2 of Sec.34,T8S,R40W.

Charles Redlin and Janet A.Red-
lin quit claims to Matthew Heiter
and Brittney Heiter, a tract of land
inNE/4 of NE/4 of SW/4 of Sec .29,
T8S,R39W.

Tri-State Properties, LLP, to

Terri A. Anderson, a tract of land in
SE/4 of Sec.20, T8S,R38W, and a
tractofland in SE/4 of Sec.20,T8S,
R38W.

United States Marshal’s Deed:
United States of America received
judgement from Ashley D. Doxon,
as aresult of a foreclosure on prop-
erty located in Lots 1 and 2, Block
10, Third or College Addition to
City of Goodland.

Judith L. Nations and Grady
M. Nations to Federal National
Mortgage Association, Lot 5 and 6,

Block 17, Second Addition to City
of Goodland.

Marilyn F. Colby and Darryl E.
Colby to Alex Evertand Heather D.
Evert,the W/2 of Lot 10, all of Lots
11and 12,Block 57,0riginal Town
of Goodland.

Frank W. Musalek and Jodi Mu-
salek, Janice I. Schwertfeger and
Harlan G. Swertfeger, Jeanette
L. Bogart and Varden L. Bogart,
LindaJ.Rumpel and BrianM.Rum-
pel, Rebecca Maddox-Spady and
Gregory A. Spady, and Frances I.

Musalek,to Alex Evertand Heather
D. Evert, the W/2 of Lot 10, all of
Lots 11 and 12, Block 57, Original
Town of Goodland.

Robert E. Pingry conveys and
warrants to Robert E. Pingry as
Trustee of the Declaration of Trust
dated May 15,1996 and restated and
amended February 28,2012,Lots 3,
4 and 5 and SE/4 of NW/4 of Sec.6,
T8S,R40W.

Korey D. Schulte and Edward R.
Schulte and Rebecca Schulte, to Ja-
cob Daryl Van Hall and Jacklin Kay

Van Hall, the N/2 of Lot 8 and all of
Lot 9, Block 46, Beahm’s Addition
to City of Goodland.

James M. Milliken Keogh, First
National Bank of Goodland, KS to
First National Bank Custodian of
the James M. Milliken IRA, all of
NW/40fSec.18,T7S,R39W and all
of SW/4 of Sec.7,T7S,R39W.

Community America Credit
UniontoLuisA.Almanzaand Tania
ElviraChavez,Lot4 and N/2 of Lot
5, Block 26, Beahm’s Addition to
City of Goodland.
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It’s Hard To Stop A Trane!

Bowman's
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

|

Rep/ace that old ][urnace with a
new system from Bowman's.
Our energy—eﬁcient systems are
reliable, powerful and economical

Sales ~ Service~ Installation ~ Repair

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our Imayzba/ion.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Plains Heating & AR CondiTioning, INc.

\
s

Scott Sitzman
Residential & Commercial HVAC

New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”’

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

www.plainsheating.com
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Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

NEW SYSTEM

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith e

PO Box 692, Colby, KS

Quality Service

Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352
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* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

The
Service
Directory
does the
hard work

for you.
Call (785) 899-2338
today to find out how!

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

o Commercial /Residential

o Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment

* Water Dumeage Restoration
o FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE % "

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

Cleaning
NW Kansas
one house at
a time!

. Guaranteed
‘A Uita
B Cleaning
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Flooring and Furniture and accessories

Electronics & MORE!

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
INSURANCE

1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

New Contractor in
Edson, KS

| have 35 years experience in all types
of construction, new or remodeling.

I do kitchens, bath, electrical, plumb-
ing and small repairs, inside or out!

| will give you a bid, local references.
Please call (785) 899-8585 or
email: jim@colemanconstruction.com.

For job experience, check out:

Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 » (785) 899-5858 (home)

www.colemanconstrudtion.com B¢, day service on most out of town repairs

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Hendricks Realty, Inc.

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

< www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

Deadline pass you by?

No worries! We've still got a few spots left open!

RCHDS

RIGHT COMBINATION
DANCE X STUDIO

Available classes:
Kid's Yoga, Ages 4-6 Ballet Tap class

Adult Zumba and Yoga PLUS
check the website for more classes!

TO ENROLL VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.rightcombinationdance.com

902 W. Hw;. 24, Goodland e PHONE: (785) 890-3285



