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Bennington has old time soda fountain

By Ron Wilson

Director
Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development
at Kansas State University
Remember the days when you
could linger alittle longer down by
the old soda fountain? That sounds
like the carefree days of yesteryear,
but it is still possible to find an old-
time soda fountain in rural Kansas.
Sharolyn Wagner is owner of an
old fashioned soda fountain in the
rural community of Bennington,
north of Salina. Sharolyn’s parents
were teachers at various schools
so she moved around Kansas as a
child. After graduating from Hays,
she went to University of Kansas
where she met Jay Wagner from
Bennington.
Not long after they started dat-

ing, Jay had a birthday. Sharolyn,
the typical broke college student,
racked her brain for a special yet
inexpensive gift which she could
get for her new boyfriend. She had
learned that he loved Dr. Pepper, so
she bought him a six-pack of it. It
was a hit and Sharolyn started col-
lecting Dr. Pepper memorabilia.

Jay and Sharolyn were married.
They moved back to his hometown
of Bennington to help on the farm
during the summer and stayed in
an apartment above a pharmacy
downtown. Then they moved back
to college where Jay graduated in
the top of his class at law school
and Sharolyn became a manager at
Hallmark.

In 1989, they moved to Benning-
ton permanently to farm and raise
their three children. Then the doctor
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in town closed his office, followed
by the pharmacist. In 1996, Jay and
Sharolyn bought the historic build-
ing which had housed the pharmacy
- the very same building where they
had lived as newlyweds. It also
contained a soda fountain and a
beautiful back bar.

They wanted to reopen the soda
fountain. “The kids need a place to
gather, and this would be good for
the community,” Sharolyn said. But
by then the building had fallen into
major disrepair.

“Everything was wrong with the
building,” Sharolyn said. “It should
have beendemo’d,but the structural
engineer said it was okay.”

Sharolyn and Jay went to work.
“Almosteverythinginhere hasbeen
replaced, repaired, or repointed,”
Sharolyn said.
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New plumbing and electric-
ity were installed, along with new
walls, coverings, some of the tin
ceiling tiles and floors. Wood came
from the gym floor at the Benning-
ton High School gym, although the
lines from the basketball court had
tobe cutout. After years of work, the
soda fountain reopened in 2010.

What to call this new venture?
In the 1920s, there had been a
recreation hall in the area named
The Linger Longer. That historic
name became the name of this new
business.

“Marci Penner says there are
39 operating soda fountains in
Kansas, but less than a handful that
make their drinks the way we do,”
Sharolyn said. The Linger Longer
makes drinks from scratch, blend-
ing syrup, soda water and other
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Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
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Broker & Certified General Appraiser
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New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,

and now serving Western Kansas!”’
Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

www.plainsheating.com

New Contractor in
Edson, KS

I have 35 years experience in all types
of construction, new or remodeling.

| do kitchens, bath, elecirical, plumb-
ing and small repairs, inside or out!

I will give you a bid, local references.
Please call (785) 899-8585 or
email: jim@colemanconstruction.com.

For job experience, check out:
www.colemanconstruction.com

TRANE

It’s Hard T Stop A Trane®

Bowman’s
Heating /Air

Conditioning
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Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!
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Flooring and Furniture and accessories

360 14th st., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com
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Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS
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Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
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1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

flavorings. That makes it possible
to get a chocolate Coke or a straw-
berry Dr. Pepper or a butterscotch
Green River.

WhatisaGreenRiver?It’salime-
flavored drink that was popular over
100 years ago, but it’s a big seller
at The Linger Longer. Along with
other hand-mixed fountain drinks,
there is wonderful ice cream, malts,
shakes and sundaes as well as cook-
ies and hot meal specials.

Remember that collection of Dr.
Pepper memorabilia? Itis ondisplay
at The Linger Longer, featuring
some of the 2,000 Dr. Pepper items
which Sharolyn collected through
the years. Especially interesting is
the collection of cans of Dr. Pepper
imposters, including such knock-
offs as Dr. Topper, Dr. Perky, and
Dr. Becker.

There’s a toy train, an electric
shock machine, pool and ping pong
inthe back plus an outside patio and
more. All this has given new life to
the downtown of the rural commu-
nity of Bennington, population 627
people. Now, that’s rural.

For more information, go to
www.thelingerlonger.com.

Remember when you could linger
for a little longer down at the old
soda fountain? It is still possible in
Bennington. We salute Sharolyn
and Jay Wagner for making a dif-
ference by preserving this historic
100-year-old building and keeping
this heritage alive. You re invited to
stop by forahandmade Green River
orastrawberry Dr.Pepper.Ifyou’re
lucky, you can linger longer.

Cash 4 Junkers

Will pay top dollar for your unwanted,
totaled or junked vehicles. Cars, vans,
pickups or trucks. Also interested
in other metals. Call 765-332-7046,
Jett Fromholtz, St. Francis, Ks.

Frontier Medical Rejuvenation

IPL Hair Removal
IPL Photo Facials
Acne Treatments

Laser SPider Vein Treatments

Dr. Rebecca Allard

607 South Benton St.
St. Francis, Kansas 67756

(785)772-1906

www.frontier-med.com

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

e Commercial /Residential

e Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment

* Water Dumeage Restoration
* FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

Cleaning
NW Kansas
one house at
a time!

‘Guaranteed
‘A Uita
Cleaning

Power

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.
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Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

The C/)ecafazfz}?y Co.

Thhere’s no limit fo our I}naylhafz'on.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317




