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Electronics & MORE!

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer

www.superiorfl ooringandfurniture.com
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�#$%&�'()�*+,#��+-.(��� ����$'(,��./01�2�Eldean and Janet Griffi th  •  PO Box 692, Colby, KS

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
egriffi th@st-tel.net

Serving Northwest Kansas 
& Northeastern Colorado  

since 1992!

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

• Commercial/Residential
• Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment
• Water Dameage Restoration
• FREE ESTIMATES

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT. 
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

PRO FLOOR CARE
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

Cleaning 
NW Kansas 
one house at 

a time!

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

www.shelterinsurance.com

“Seek Shelter Today!”

Leon Kelly
Residential & Commercial HVAC

New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914    Toll Free: (800) 678-2914

Fax: (719) 775-9596      Email: plahtg@co-isp.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado 
for 35 years!”

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! 
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

Scott Sitzman

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

www.plainsheating.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years, 
and now serving Western Kansas!”

FREE ESTIMATES! FREE ESTIMATES!

Phone: 785-890-2914  •  Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

The Decorating Co.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441

E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our imagination.

Windy  Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!
Parts, accessories and service for all makes. 
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS? 
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17

(785) 899-4786•(785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Scheopner’s Water 
Conditioning, Inc. 

904 Main, Goodland                           
(785) 899-2352

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Better Water. Pure and Simple™
Quality Service 
since 1948

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer 
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key 

to opening the door to new customers..
Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory  
785-899-2338

St. Francis, KS  67756
(785)332-3370

Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Brandon’s Carpentry

Hendricks Realty, Inc.
Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial

Phone: (719) 346-7187 • 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)

Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

www.mywindowcleaner.net

222 W. HWY. 24,  I-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770

(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

DAN BRENNER FORD
“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

Subscriptions make 
great gifts! 

Call (785) 899-2338 
today!

   I have 35 years experience in all types 
of construction, new or remodeling.
    I do kitchens, bath, electrical, plumb-
ing and small repairs, inside or out!
   I will give you a bid, local references. 
Please call (785) 899-8585 or 
email: jim@colemanconstruction.com.
    For job experience, check out: 
www.colemanconstruction.com

New Contractor in 
Edson, KS

www.rightcombinationdance.com
902 W. Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS

PHONE: (785) 890-3285

Fall enrollment 
going on now!

STOP 
BURNING 

YOUR

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770 Sales ~ Service~ Installation ~ Repair

vices, the Thomas County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the National Weather Service 
and the American Red Cross.

There was also one plane that dropped a 
load of water on the fire. James said nobody 
knows who the plane belonged to, and the 
first he knew of it was when it flew over 

his head. Unfortunately, he said, the blast 
from the plane’s propeller actually helped 
the fire flare up in one area.

Ambulances were standing by in several 
locations, but no one was hurt in the fire, 
James said, aside from one firefighter’s 
cut hand. Several vehicles received minor 
damage, he said, such as blown tires or 
dented bumpers from the tight ravines. 

James said light damage is normal when 
fighting a fire in that type of terrain. One 
outbuilding was burned to the ground.

The only real problem of the night was 
communication. James said the radio 
repeater kept going down, which made it 
difficult to coordinate firefighting units. 
However, Murray brought down some 800 
megahertz radios, which helped.

around but it’s not working,” he said.
Roberts, as chairman of the Agricultural 

Committee, said the ag bill passed in 2 1/2 
days and included very good crop insur-
ance.

He said it is time to do something about 
the national debt and not wait until it was an 
emergency to get something done.

The existing tax code is 10 years old, he 
said. The estate tax could go to 55 percent.

“We need to repeal it,” Roberts said, “so 
businesses can be turned over to the next 
generation. We need a simpler tax code.

“It’s time to get off the sidelines. Our kids 
and grandkids’ future is on the line. I fear that 
our legacy in American won’t be there for our 
children and grandchildren.”

He emphasized that the election in Novem-
ber would be important and that this was a 
cross roads election.

Roberta Bretz asked about the United Na-
tions Arms Treaty.

“It’s an infringement on our national sov-
ereignty,” said Roberts. “It’s not going to 
happen on my watch.”

Economic Development Director Michael 
Solomon asked about the lack of public trans-
portation such as air.

“I do not know the answer for that,” he 
said.

“We have all the government we can 
handle,” Roberts said in closing. “It’s time 
to turn the ship around.”

The food for the luncheon was locally pro-
duced and came from some of the Goodland 
Farmers Market producers. The buffalo brats 
were provided by Ken Klemm of the Buffalo 
Guys. Jenifer Sanderson made the potato 
salad and potato chips from locally grown 
potatoes. Cantaloupe, apples, onions and 
peppers were grown by Larry Keirns, Kay 
Melia and Marty Melia. 

killed Lemma and Desta because they “disrespected him.” 
The couple had owned a restaurant in Dallas. Girma told the 
witness that he followed them home and confronted them on 
the porch of their residence, and that when they continued to 
disrespect him, he shot them. 

The witness said Girma showed him the pistol and then in-

timidated him into driving to Kansas, where he was able to get 
away and call police. The witness was shown a photograph of 
Girma and positively identified him as the man who admitted 
to the murders.

The television show “The First 48” has reportedly been in 
Goodland to interview the witness for a future episode. “The 
First 48,” is a show that goes behind-the-scenes with detectives 
during the first two days after a murder.

Senator stops for lunch Kidnapped witness makes escape here

Fire may have been largest in county history

SENATOR, from Page 1

FIRE, from Page 1

WITNESS, from Page 1


