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John Miller      KANSAS SENATE
40th District

PH: 785-871-0450  email: johnmiller@ruraltel.net
Check Out the Website at: www.miller4senate.com

“Speaking Up for YOU
in Northwest Kansas”

Farmer and Small Businessman.
Public Servant. Proven Leader.

www.miller4senate.com

ARE YOU
READY
for a

CHANGE
in

POLITICS?

PRIMARY VOTE Tues., August 7th, 2012
Vote John Miller for 40th District Kansas Senate

Give the Kansas Heartland a knowledgeable voice!
COMMISSIONER MILLER
Home and Family
´5th generation Kansan
´Farms 2,700 acres on the family’s 100% no-till,
    Farm Bureau-certified Century Farm
´Small Business Owner: Rainbow Lanes in Norton
´Wife, Beverly, 4 children and 10 grandchildren

PUBLIC SERVICE
´4 term Norton County Commissioner
´Long-term GOP Committeeman
´Service on more than a dozen civic boards

RURAL REVITALIZATION
Northwest Kansas needs the flexibility to create pub-
lic/private partnerships to keep high-paying jobs
STRONG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Access to quality schools is critical to maintain-
ing vibrant, working communities in our region. 
We must insist on funding levels which reflect the 
changing needs of 21st century student in rural 
communities.
COMMUNITY PUBLIC HEALTH
It is critical to maintain good public and private 
health care in our communities. Recruiting and 
retaining top quality medical professionals is a 
key to a community’s success.

Address: 9134 Hwy. 36, Norton, KS 67654
Paid for by John Miller for Senate, Cheri Brooks, Treasurer

17350 Rd W 14, Clayton, KS 67629

You receive two free passes to see:

Magic Mike 
(R)

Vickie White
SUBSCRIBER

Clip and bring to the show. 
Non Transferable

1203 Main Avenue • (785) 899-6103


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
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


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















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




















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•   Family Practice
•   Adult Medicine
•   Diabetic Care
•   Disease Management 
•   Preventative Medicine 
•   Obstetrics and C-sections
•   Pediatrics
•   Sports Medicine

Re-Elect
Sheriff Kevin L. Butts

For  your
Sherman County Sheriff

on August 7, 2012
! 18 Years in Law Enforcement (serving Sherman County)
! Proudly serving the last 8 years as your Sheriff
! Recipient of the K.A.C.P Gold Award for Police Service (highest 

award given to a living law enforcement officer)
! Lifelong Sherman County resident
! Extensive experience working with large budgets
! Created the first Inmate work detail crew in Sherman County

Proven experience and strong leadership for a secure future!
Paid for by the committee to elect Kevin L. Butts for Sheriff – Sabrina L. Erhart, Treasurer

Re-Elect 
Sheriff Kevin L. Butts

for your 
Sherman County Sheriff

on August 7, 2012

would be on the south side. Hall said they would be 
free-standing walls eight or nine feet high, with no 
roof storage space. The current heat and lighting 
system can stay, he said, but will likely need some 
modification. The current electric service would be 
well suited to a fire station.

The interior columns will have to remain in place, 
Hall said, but they may put some holes in the interior 
load-bearing wall.

Hall brought a structural engineer with him to look 
at the building.

“There are certain things you want to look at when 
dealing with an existing building,” he said.

These things include the roof supports. Hall said 
that sometimes they are not redone properly when an 
addition is put on a building. The building had at least 
two additions since it was first built in the 1960s. Hall 
called later with a report from the structural engineer, 
who said the building looks great.

Hall did have several issues with the building, one 
being the drainage in the alley on the south side. The 
alley is higher than the floor of the building, but Hall 

said he sees that some work has been done to keep wa-
ter out. The commissioners suggested the city could 
be asked to make sure there is proper drainage.

Another remaining issue, which could be a deal-
breaker for the county, is the floor. It is unknown at 
this time how thick the concrete slab is. The heavy 
fire trucks will need a thick floor slab to prevent 
damage over time.

“If it’s a four-inch slab it may not perform the way 
you want it to,” he said.

The floor may be six or more inches thick, but 
without the plans there is no way to know except 
by drilling a hole in the floor to see how far it goes 
down. Hall suggested having a soil testing company 
do the drilling since it could test how good the soil 
compaction is underneath the concrete.

Commissioner Cynthia Strnad said it was a good 
idea to do the soil compaction and concrete tests.

“We need to know before we go any further,” said 
Commissioner Larry Enfield.

They instructed Hall to send out the bid letters and 
bring the send the responses to the commissioners 
for their approval.

Ostmeyer said he was disap-
pointed in the recent decision on 
prairie dog poisoning in Logan 
County. The Kansas Appeals Court 
ruled that the county could not go in 
and poison prairie dogs on a piece 
of land that was the site of a black-
footed ferret reintroduction.

“It might be time to update the 
law,” he said. “Otherwise we’ll be 
overrun.”

Ostmeyer said it is no problem 
if one landowner wants the prairie 
dogs on their land, but it becomes a 
problem when they spread to other 
people’s land.

School finance will be another 
major issue in the state Legislature. 
Ostmeyer said he is not in favor 
putting more of the burden on local 
option budgets – requiring districts 
to raise more local tax revenue to 
offset state cuts. While one mill 
might raise a lot of money in urban 
districts, he said, out here districts 
would have to raise taxes a lot more 
to compete.

One piece of good news, he said, 
is that farm valuation is going back 
up. Farmland and ranch-lands are 
valued on an eight-year average, 
which fluctuates up and down 

depending on how well the lands 
were producing during those years. 
Ostmeyer said he has been work-
ing with people from Kansas State 
University and the Department of 
Agriculture to try and update those 
formulas. Farm and ranch valua-
tions have been low in the past few 
years, which places more of the tax 
burden on homes and businesses.

“If we want our small communi-
ties to survive, we need to make sure 
everyone is working on the same 
field,” he said.

One thing that could help is frack-
ing, a process for getting oil out of 
the ground. Oil companies are com-
ing in and leasing ground from land-
owners, Ostemyer said, and when 
oil production takes off it could 
mean a huge influx of workers.

Ostmeyer said he worked with the 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment on waste policy, espe-
cially with the excess millings. His 
proposal was to spread the millings 
on fields so they could be absorbed 
easily, rather than concentrate them 
in one place.

Ostmeyer said it was great to 
see the turnout at the Goodland 
candidate forum. He had been to 
several forums so far, including one 
in Hays, which had poor attendance. 

He said he didn’t know if it is elec-
tion burnout, or whether people just 
don’t like politics.

Ostmeyer came back to town last 
week going door to door to talk to 
business owners on Main Street.

“You have to get out and work,” 
he said. “You can’t just sit back.”

He also plans to attend as many 
county fairs as possible. After the 
federal court’s redistricting de-
cision, Ostmeyer has five fewer 
counties to travel to. The change 
drastically cut down on the square 
miles Ostmeyer has to cover, espe-
cially since he puts his own signs up 
around the district. 

Ostmeyer also has the endorse-
ment of Rep. Tim Huelskamp, cur-
rent U.S. Congressman for the 1st 
District. The two men used to share 
an office when Huelskamp was a 
state legislator.

“Ralph Ostmeyer has been a 
strong conservative in the Kansas 
State Senate,” Huelskamp said. 
“The 2012 legislative session made 
it clear that we need more legisla-
tors, like Ralph – and less politi-
cians -- serving in our state capitol. 
It’s time we had more men and 
women of courage and conviction 
like Ralph Ostmeyer representing 
Kansans in Topeka.”

No decision made yet
on fire, ambulance station
STATION, from Page 1

Senator concerned with budget

Loans available for drought-stricken farmers

SENATOR, from Page 1

Farmers in Sherman County who 
suffered crop or livestock losses due 
to drought after Jan. 1 may now ap-
ply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
emergency loans, said agency Farm 
Loan Manager Patty Eckhardt.

Applications for assistance will 
be accepted by the agency until 
March 12.

“Loans covering physical and/or 
production losses may be made at 
a 2.25 percent interest rate, and are 
scheduled for repayment as rapidly 

as feasible, consistent with the ap-
plicant’s reasonable ability to pay,” 
she said.

Agency loans covering physical 
losses may be used to replace instal-
lations, equipment, livestock, or 
buildings (including homes), lost 
through this disaster.

Agency loans covering produc-
tion losses may be used to buy feed, 
seed, fertilizer, livestock, or to make 
payments on real estate and chattel 
debts. 

To be eligible for an emergency 
disaster loan, an applicant must 
be operating a family size farm or 
ranch, must be unable to get credit 
elsewhere, and must have suffered a 
qualifying physical and/or produc-
tion loss from the disaster.

Farmers and ranchers that think 
they may eligible should contact 
the Farm Service Agency county 
office in Goodland, Kansas or call 
899-3070 for additional informa-
tion and how to apply. 

We are on Facebook, LIKE us today.
The Goodland Star-News.


