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City approved electric rate increase for all users

RATE, from Page 1

than Option Two, butit would bring
in less revenue.

Commissioner Bill Finley, who
was initially in favor of a compro-
mise between the two options, said
he didn’t think businesses could
take the kind of increased rates in
Option Two. He said he acknowl-
edged that Option One did not raise
enough money,and that would have

to made up with cuts elsewhere.

Commissioner Jenifer Sanderson
favored Option Two, saying she
didn’t know many businesses that
were $20 away from folding, but
there might be residents who were
a $20 utility bill increase away
from being able to buy medicine.
Commissioner Annette Fairbanks
said the city has to have a money
set aside for operating costs and
future repairs.

“We need to keep up or all of a
sudden we have a problem,” she
said.

Commissioner Gary Farris, who
supported the lower increase, said
the city shouldn’t worry about set-
ting money aside.

Garcia suggested a compromise
between the two options, one that
raised about $800,000 in revenue,
but included smaller increases for
commercial rates than Option Two.

Attorney general talks case work

ATTORNEY, from Page 1

Schmidt spoke about the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation. Most
people don’t realize the KBI is a
division of the Attorney General’s
Office,Schmidtsaid. He said he has
been focusing on building a proper
relationship between his office and
the KBI as well as improving the
agency in some areas that had been
allowed to atrophy.

For instance, he said, the KBI
only had one firearms examiner.
That meant that turnaround on any
firearms analysis for a case could
be as much as 48 months. Now the

KBTI has hired another two examin-
ers. The KBI was also lacking in
digital forensic investigators. With
the increasing importance of digital
evidence fromcell phones and other
electronics, Schmidt said he spoke
to the state Legislature and got
funding to go from one investiga-
tor to nine.

“None of this comes free,” he
said. “But we’re trying to stay tight-
fisted.”

Two ofthose eight new investiga-
tors will be hired in partnership with
local or federal agencies, he said.

The Attorney General’s Office is
also the principal enforcer against

consumer fraud, he said. The office
tries to take all the cases of fraud it
can, even small amounts.

Schmidt spoke about several
headline cases his office is working
on. Kansas and Nebraska will soon
gototrial again over usage of water
from the Republican River. Schmidt
said the states had come to an agree-
ment and an earlier case was dis-
missed, however the case is back in
court, this time against Nebraska for
violating a court order.

The bulk of the school finances
trial is finished, he said,and no mat-
ter who wins, the loser will likely
appeal.

Gerber said the city staff could put
together any scenario the the com-
missioners wanted.

Fairbanks said that the commis-
sioners could nitpick the issue to
death,butsooner or later they would
have to do something. She said
the staff has been conscientious in
putting together the options. Either
course will make some people un-
happy, she said.

Fairbanks made a motion to ac-

cept Option Two, which failed 3-2.
She and Sanderson voted yes, Gar-
cia, Finley and Farris voted no.

Gerber said the city staff could
work on the compromise Garcia
proposed, but after going through
the budget later that evening, the
commissioners discussed the rate
increase again. This time when Fair-
banks made the motion to go with
Option 2, it passed 3-2, this time
with Finley voting in favor.

Mayor John Garcia said he want-
ed to make sure constituents know
that this is a cost that the city is fac-
ing, and passing along to its utility
customers.

“There were always going to be
some added costs from that long-
term contract,” he said. “Our hands
were tied.”
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was one of the key parts of getting
the designation. The 16-member
group brings together hospitals,
research institutions, physicians,
nurses and patients in Kansas
and Western Missouri with the
aim of improving the quality of
treatment, prevention and early
detection.

Alliance members have access
to resources — such as survivor-
ship studies, education, second
opinions or support group tele-
conferencing — and can share best

Designation means more resources

practices with other members.

Goodland was one of the earliest
members of the Alliance.

“We were in on it from the
ground floor,” Goodwin said.
“We’re excited to be seeing more
and more resources and services
pushed out to the community.”

Goodwin was the one who iden-
tified a need for the support group
teleconferencing. This allows
support groups in far flung areas
to have access to guest speakers
who would not otherwise be able
to make the trip.

The Alliance will play an even

bigger role as the Cancer Center
takes the next step toward being
designated as a Comprehensive
Cancer Center. That designation
would allow the Center to focus
on outreach and prevention re-
search.

“We’re excited to be working
toward that,” Jensen said.

It will take another four to five
years of work to obtain that des-
ignation. The cancer institute
designationisafive year program,
Jensen said, and re-applications
must be submitted a year in ad-
vance.
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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key

to opening the door to new customers.

Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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YOUR HEATING
AND A/C
PROFESSIONAL

As we celebrate our 16th year in
business, we want to send a heartfelt thank

you to our great customers! We appreciate
your business, and we have enjoyed every

Bowman’'s
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

day of our wonderful 16 years!

% TRANE

It’s Hard Tb Stop A Trane®

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
INSURANCE

1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

o Commercial /Residential

o Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment

* Water Dumeage Restoration
o FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

Cleaning
NW Kansas
one house at
a time!
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New Contractor in
Edson, KS

| have 35 years experience in all types
of construction, new or remodeling.
I do kitchens, bath, electrical, plumb-
ing and small repairs, inside or out!
I will give you a bid, local references.

Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen

By

“Where Service

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

“he C/)ecorafzby Co.

There’s no limit fo our I}nayzhaflbn.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net
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DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352

Quality Service

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)

Broker & Certified

General Appraiser

Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)
Broker Associate

www.hendrick

srealtyinc.com

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS A

Hot Brush

ring and Furniture and accessories

ND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Electronics & MORE!

Please call (785) 899-8585 or

email: jim@colemanconstruction.com.
For job experience, check out:

www.colemanconstruction.com

6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 « (785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of town repuirs!

Goodlancl Home Healtll, LLC

Sue McCracken, RN
655-B E. 22nd, Goodland, KS
Office: (785) 890-7658 o Cell: (785) 821-0050

We provide the best care for those individuals due to illness
who are unable to care for themselves or their loved ones.

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com

Plains Heating & AR CondiTioning, INc.

@t Scott Sitzman FREF g
“‘“‘S“““ Residential & Commercial HVAC "MAHS!
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”’

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! g enirer —
www.plainsheating LENNDX) lﬂ"’@

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS



