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Hutchinson native competes in dressage

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Guadalajara, Mexico. The Pan
American Games. It is time to an-
nounce the outcome of the eques-
trian competitions. The results are
in: Winning a team gold medal and
individual silver medal in dressage
is a remarkable rider who is origi-
nally from rural Kansas. Thanks to
Purina’s Better Horses Network for
this story idea for today’s Kansas
Profile.

Heather Blitz is a professional
rider and horse trainer in dressage.
Dressage is a French word mean-
ing “training.” It’s the name of a
competitive equestrian sport where
a skilled rider puts a horse through

a series of precision movements.
Dressage is a high-class competi-
tion. Sometimes the riders will even
wear top hat and tails.

The International Equestrian
Federation describes dressage as
“the highest expression of horse
training.” Ithas also been described
as “horse ballet.”

Heather Blitz grew up around
horses. Her parents are Karen and
David Anderson of Hutchinson.
Heather’s mom Karen had grown
up riding hunters and jumpers.
Karen wanted her children to enjoy
horses as well. When Heather was
little, her folks bought a farm north
of Hutchinson and west of the rural
community of Medora, whichhasa
population of perhaps 200 people.
Now, that’s rural.

In this rural setting, the Ander-

sons’ four children learned to ride
horses. Heather’s first pony was a
Shetland, aptly named Rebel. When
Heather was five, she insisted on
saddling Rebel by herself.As Karen
was watching out the kitchen win-
dow, Rebel threw Heather off his
back. Karen hurried outside but be-
fore she could get to them, Heather
ran after Rebel, jerked the reins and
gotback onto try again. “Heather’s
career was launched,” Karen said.
That determination and love forrid-
ing would serve Heather well.
Heather joined4-H and competed
inlots of equestrianevents. She gota
degree inequine studies at Colorado
State and while there, discovered
the sport of dressage. Heather was
fascinated by its precision move-
ments and the connection of horse
and rider. She took on the sport

Arare fire insurance atlas from
1893 was recently added to Kan-
sas Memory,the Kansas Historical
Society’s online archives of docu-
ments,books and photos. The atlas
maps the blocks, lots, buildings
and property ownership of Kansas
City (formerly Wyandotte, Kansas
City and Armourdale), Argentine
nd Rosedale. Pages from the atlas

Rare fire insurance atlas
added to online archives

may be viewed atkansasmemory.
org/item/225076.

A street index and an index to
businesses and public services
precede the plat maps at the be-
ginning of the atlas. Summaries
of the operations and facilities of
major industries and businesses
are included with some plats.
Businesses showcased include

packing houses, stockyards, grain
elevators and metal smelters and
refiners.

The Kansas Historical Society
isastate agency that also operates
the Kansas Museum of History,
State Archives, the Kansas State
Capitol Tour Center and 16 state
historic sites across Kansas.

What are you practicing
to improve your business?

What you practice you improve.
Hmmm... so what are you practic-
ing? Are you practicing giving great
customer service or are you practic-
ing hiding from your customers so
they won’t ask for your help?

Are you practicing good financial
management or are you practicing
pay and pray the check doesn’t
bounce? Are you practicing pro-
viding valuable services or are you
doing justenoughto getby? Are you
practicing your complaining skills
or are you practicing your solution
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Western Kansas Busi-
ness Consulting spon-
sored in part by Sher-
man County. We offer
free and confidential

finding skills?

Make sure you’re practicing the
things you want to improve. If you
don’twanttoimprove it,don’t prac-
tice it. Progress is on purpose.

This tip was brought to you by

Building

Five 12" Open Bays
3" Overhang on front side

Prices include: DELIVERY, TAXES, & INSTALL
oh your level site, Travel charges may apply

Quality Structures, Inc.

i| ® business tips

30°x 60" x 12" Open Sided Experience the QSI Advantage
$14,800

Material Only Kits Now Available!
www.qualitystructures.com - (800) 374-6988

business consulting to
Kearny, Scott, Sher-
man, and Wichita
counties. For more in-
formation or to set up an appoint-
ment, contact Jamie Morphew at
#620-874-0771 or e-mail wkbc@
wbsnet.org.

« Free Estimates
« Free On-Site Consultation
« Fully Insured
« Pre-engineered for code laws
« Licensed ICC General Contractor
« 3-Ply Laminated Posts
(60 year warranty)
- Steel Roof and Sides
(40 yr. warranty)
« 16 colors available
« 8'0/c Post Spacing
4 o/cTruss Spacing
+90 MPH Wind Load
30lb Truss Load
« Site Preparation available

Come see us at the Great Bend Farm & Ranch Show,
Booth #282, Expo Grounds, Great Bend, KS, April 11-13.
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WANTED: 5 HOMES IN YOUR AREA
THAT NEED SIDING AND WINDOWS

Five homeowners will be given the opportunity of having Mountain States Composite
Siding and/or Energy Saver Windows applied to their home at a very low cost!

* 190 mph windload

= IFull insulation package

MOUNTAIN STATES COMPOSITE SIDING

* Engincercd specifically for harsh climates

= 200% more rigid than conventional siding

* Exclusive Double Litctime Warranty

= Certified installers

= Tilt in sashes for easy cleaning

Hurry, Call Now! Don’t miss this opportunity.
IISPECIAL OFFER!!

Both of these amazing new products are being introduced to your market. Your home
can be a show home in your area. We will make it worth your while if you allow us fo
show your home. Call now for show home details.

Limited Time Offer

5 Homes Only Call Now To Qualify

CALL NOW! Nationwide Builders 888-540-0334

Limited Time Offer. 3 Generations of experience at work for you. www.nbcindustries.com

ENERGY SAVER WINDOWS

» Rated #1 by ID Powers

» Encrgy Star rated

= Lifetime warranty
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herself, learning from clinicians
and owning and showing several
horses.

Heather became a manager of
a dressage facility in Florida. She
moved to Louisiana where she
taught dressage before relocating
to Florida after Hurricane Katrina.
Avisiting horse owner from Europe
was so impressed by Heather’s
work with horses that he invited
her to come train his horses in Den-
mark, which she did. This enabled
her to show her horses in interna-
tional competition all over Europe.
When she went to Europe, Heather
brought with her a young horse she
had bought named Paragon.

Paragon had been born in Loui-
siana from very good breeding
stock at a place where Heather was
head trainer. “I’ve known Paragon

since the day he was born,” Heather
wrote. “I actually helped him to
stand for the first time on his long,
baby legs that night.” She bought
the horse with the idea of training
and selling him, but as he grew she
became amazed with his abilities,
temperament and natural gait and
decided to keep him.

In 2008, Heather and Paragon
moved back to Florida, where she
rides him in dressage events and
teaches clinics all over the country
andoverseas.In October2011,they
won the gold and silver medals at
the Pan Am Games in Guadalajara.
InMarch 2012, they won the Grand
Prix Freestyle at the Global Dres-
sage Festival in Florida.

Heather has a goal of competing
in dressage in the 2012 Olympics.
It’s an expensive task, but Heather

and Paragon have now earned
enough points to qualify for the
Olympic selection trials to be held
in New Jersey in June 2012. If she
makes the team, Heather and Para-
gon will travel to London for the
Olympics in August.

For more information or to sup-
port Heather, go to www.heather-
blitz.info.

It’s time to leave Guadalajara.
where a rider from rural Kansas
has just won gold and silver medals
in dressage at the Pan Am Games.
We commend Heather Blitz and her
parents Karen and David Anderson
for making a difference by build-
ing a career based on the beautiful
equestrian sport of dressage. Good
luck to Heather on her quest for
Olympic gold.

Parks department not
taking reservations now

The Kansas Department of Wild-
life, Parks and Tourism will be
unable to take cabin, campsite or
other reservations until Tuesday,
April 16.

The temporary shutdown will
allow the agency to switch to anew
reservation site at Reserve America,
anationwide campground reserva-
tion system. During this time, no
reservations will be taken either
online or by phone. Reservation
made before Sunday, April 1, will
be moved into the new reservation
system, so there will be no need to
renew existing reservations.

To make reservations on or after
Tuesday, April 17, coampsite and
cabin guests can visit the depart-
ment website, ksoutdoors.com,
where they 1l be directed to the new
reservation site at reserveamerica.
com or they can call a state park of-

Classifieds
work!
899-2338

fice or the Pratt Operations Office at
(620) 672-5911. For those withoug
computers or who still prefer using
aphone, park staff will be able touse
the new system to help callers with

resservations.

For information, contact the
nearest state park or phone the Pratt
Operations Office, (620) 672-5911
and ask for the Parks Division.

COWBOY
JUNKIES

April 20, 8pm
For more than 20 years they have

remained true to their unique vision
and intensity - critically acclaimed.

FOREIGNER GARRISON
April 12, 8pm anmenis' [KEILLOR

April 24, 7:30pm

Farewell Tour and book signing.

IRA GLASS
May 12, 8pm
Host and creator of

“This American Life”
shares stories and clips!

stiefeltheatre.org ey Stiefel
151 S. Santa Fe, Salina 785-827-1998 Buy direct or online. for the ngwnﬁrh
Franchise Opportunity
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Sam & Louie’s

The Midwest’s premier pizzeria and Italian
restaurant with 22 locations across Nebraska,
lowa, South Dakota and Montana is looking for
o\’ entrepreneurial individuals to develop a Sam &
Louie’s in your community.

If this sounds like something you are interested in,
Contact Michael for more information (402) 614-8327 or
mn@samandlouiesnyp.com or visit our web sife

www.SamAndLouiesPizza.com

ONE DAY ONLY!

One year subscriptions will be
$13 off regular price of $81.
Come to The Goodland
Star-News office today
to start or renew your
subscription for only $68!!
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