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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

www.shelterinsurance.com

“Seek Shelter Today!”

Leon Kelly
Residential & Commercial HVAC

New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914    Toll Free: (800) 678-2914

Fax: (719) 775-9596      Email: plahtg@co-isp.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado 
for 35 years!”

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! 
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

Scott Sitzman

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

www.plainsheating.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years, 
and now serving Western Kansas!”

FREE ESTIMATES! FREE ESTIMATES!

Phone: 785-890-2914  •  Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

The Decorating Co.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441

E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our imagination.

Windy  Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!
Parts, accessories and service for all makes. 
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS? 
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17

(785) 899-4786•(785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Committed to serving the 
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door
716 W. Highway 24, Goodland  •  (785) 899-3064

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Pro Floor 
Care

FreeEstimates
Cleaning 

Northwest 

Kansas one 

house at a
 time!

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration   * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance

Proudly offering 
wide variety of 
cleaning products 
for Commercial 
and Residential

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
www.profloorcareandsupply.com We don’t cu

t co
rners

We C
lean

 Them

Scheopner’s Water 
Conditioning, Inc. 

904 Main, Goodland                           
(785) 899-2352

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Better Water. Pure and Simple™
Quality Service 
since 1948

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer 
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key 

to opening the door to new customers..
Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory  
785-899-2338

St. Francis, KS  67756
(785)332-3370

Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Brandon’s Carpentry

Hendricks Realty, Inc.
Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial

Phone: (719) 346-7187 • 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)

Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com
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�#$%&�'()�*+,#��+-.(��� ����$'(,��./01�2�Eldean and Janet Griffi th  155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
egriffi th@st-tel.net

Serving Northwest Kansas 
& Northeastern Colorado  

since 1992!

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Subscriptions 
make great gifts!

222 W. HWY. 24,  I-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770

(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

DAN BRENNER FORD
“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

Let us do the hard work!!

Call today to find out how this 
space WILL work for you! 

(785) 899-2338

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS
785-899-5770

Christmas trees tend to get bigger at home
One perplexing problem in pick-

ing an evergreen Christmas tree is 
that it seems to grow bigger on the 
trip home. Sometimes shoppers 
have to prune their tree, just to get it 
in the house.

“Trees tend to look small when 
the sky is the ceiling. It’s a simple 
matter of perspective. It’s also 
why you need to shop with a tape 
measure and the dimension of the 
space where you plan to put the 
tree- width, as well as ceiling height. 
A 10-foot tree can easily be eight 
feet wide at the bottom,” said Jamie 
Hancock, Kansas State Research 
and Extension horticulturist.

Another worry for real-tree buy-
ers is how long their choice will 
last.

“Typically that comes down to 
how long the tree has been separated 
from its roots and how well you keep 
it watered,” Hancock said.

“The first factor relates to where 
you buy your tree, and a few shop-
ping tips can help there. But, the sec-
ond will always be a problem unless 
you understand what happens after 
an evergreen’s cut.”

Christmas trees seem heavy when 
first harvested because more than 
half of their weight is water, she 
said. As the cut end dries out, it 

quickly seals itself with resin in an 
attempt to save the moisture. Given 
time and exposure to wind or heat 
(including sunlight), however, the 
trees soon dry out and lose weight.

“...unless, of course, you help a 
purchased tree start absorbing water 
again. Often, that can extend tree 

freshness for three to five weeks,” 
Hancock said.

To accomplish this, buyers must 
saw about an inch off the end of 
the tree’s trunk as soon as they get 
home and place the newly cut end 
in a bucket of warm water.

“I like to do that in the garage. I’m 

less likely to bruise or get the cut end 
dirty. I also can leave the bucketed 
tree there overnight or even longer, 
so it can rehydrate in a cool, dark 
place,” she said.

“Later, when I’m ready to put the 
tree in a stand, I’ll cut another inch 
or two from the end. If I manage to 

saw straight across - at a right angle 
to the trunk - the rehydrated tree will 
also have a steady base,”

A quality display stand will hald 
a tree securely upright and will 
also hold enough water to keep 
it hydrated. As a rule of thumb, a 
stand should hold at least one quart 
of water for every inch of the tree’s 
trunk diameter. And, it should be big 
enough that the tree will fit without 
whittling bark from its trunk end.

“Those outer layers of wood are 
the most efficient at taking up water. 
The tree needs them,: Hancock said. 
“Drilling a hole up the center of the 
trunk won’t help, either.

Tree owners should not allow the 
water level to get low enough that 
the trunk’s cut end dries out and 
reseals itself.

“The easier the stand is to check 
and refill every day, the more likely 
you’ll be to do that important job,” 
the horticulturist said. “If you’re 
shopping for a new stand, you’ll 
probably fin several products with 
clever ways to make the task more 
convenient. But, you also can just 
secure a length of flexible tubing to a 
thin-spotted watering can. Then you 
can extend the tubing down through 
the decorated tree - no kneeling 
involved.”

Tap water if ine, she said. Adding 
sugar, pennies or commercial addi-
tives to the water isn’t necessary.

“The only other thing you can 
do to make a big difference in your 
tree’s lasting ability is to keep it 
away from heat. Don’t place it 
next to a heat vent, incandescent 
lamp, sunny window or fireplace. 
Replace any old-fashioned, heat 
generating light string with cool 
miniature lights,” Hancock said. 
“And, if you’re really invested in 
making the tree last, lower the room 
temperature, too.”

Consider variety when buying
Whether growing on a farm or 

waiting in a Christmas tree lot, 
all conifers drop a certain amount 
of their oldest needles. This is 
normal.

“In fact, most farms provide a 
shaking or blowing machine to 
clean your tree before they net it,” 
Hancock said.

Another key factor is to check 
the trunk, as well as a tree’s overall 
appearance.

• Pines, for example, will usually 
have at least some crook in their 
trunks. The tree you choose should 
be sufficiently straight for a good 
display,” Hancock said.

With cut trees, sign of deal-
breaking dryness can include 
excessive needle loss, discolored 

foliage, musty odor and/or wrin-
kled bark.

“On more promising trees, you 
can do an actual freshness test by 
simply wrapping some needles 
around your fingers. The needles 
will bend, not break, if the tree is 
fresh,” Hancock said. “With most 
evergreens, then you can bend 
some needles more sharply, to see 
if the needles break crisply - much 
like fresh carrots. That’s another 
sign of greenness - except for fresh 
pines. Pine needles won’t break 
until they’re very, very dry.”

The horticulturist’s other sug-
gestions:

• Wear gloves, sturdy shoes and 
comfortable clothes.

• Take your tape measure, but 

leave the dog at home, Dogs like 
to “mark” trees.

• Don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions. On a farm, ask whether the 
owner sells trees by the foot or on a 
per-tree basis. At a lot, ask when the 
trees arrived and whether the seller 
is expecting other shipments.

• Where you have options, re-
member that different evergreens 
bring different benefits. Douglas 
firs have the best needle retention 
but the least aroma. Spruces are the 
opposite. Pines have fair-to-good 
retention and aroma. Balsam and 
Fraser firs have excellent retention 
and aroma, so usually command a 
premium price.

Join us at the 
Christmas on Us 

drawing on 
4 p.m. Tuesday 

in front of 
Central 

Elementary 
School


