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Cowboys take thir in Topside,

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

The Cowboys came from behind
in the second half of the Topside
Tip-Off third place game Saturday
afternoon to defeat Norton 49-41
and even their season record to
2-2.

In the first half of the game the
Cowboys had trouble scoring
against the Norton Bluejays who
led 12-4 after the first and 21-12 at
halftime.

When the Cowboys came back
out for the second half there ap-
peared to be a change as Goodland
began to find the range and to play
as ateam. The Cowboys comeback
was sparked by the shooting of
Ryan Hillmer who led the Cowboys
scoring with 19 points getting eight
in the third quarter and eight in the
fourth quarter. Taylen Smith was a
close second with 18 points scoring
eight in the third quarter and four in
the fourth.

The Cowboys outscored the
Bluejays 20-12 in the third quarter
to be one point behind the Bluejays,
33-32, going into the final quarter.

With the hot shooting and team
play the Cowboys outscored the
Bluejays 17-8 in the fourth for
a 49-41 win. In the final quarter
Gage Ihrig and Gunner Helton had
key baskets to help the Cowboys
take the lead and keep it. Thrig had
a three-point basket in the fourth

and Helton had a basket in the first
minute.

Helton opened the fourth with a
basket and Hillmer hit to give the
Cowboys a 37-33 lead. Hillmer hit
two more baskets to give the Cow-
boysa41-35lead withless than five
minutes left.

Norton seemed to go cold and
made a few turnovers giving the
Cowboys more chances including
abasked by Smith to make it 43-35
with under three left. Hillmer made
it45-35 with 2:30 left, but Norton’s
Jordan Wahlmeier hit to cut it to 45-
37 with 2:13 left.

Smith was fouled with 1:29 left
and made the first of two free throws
to make it 46-37.

With one minute left Hillmer
was fouled and his first free throw
bounced on the rim and fell through
making it 48-39. With 30 seconds
left Norton’s Tye Nickell fouled
out and put Hillmer back at the free
throw line where he made the first
to make it 49-39.

Coach Raymer pulled his start-
ers and Norton pulled theirs for the
final 20 seconds. Norton’s Dillon
McConney hit the final basket to
make it 49-41. Cowboy Parker
Sieck got the final rebound and held
the ball for the final seconds for the
Cowboys win.

Cowboys Coach Don Raymer
said he felt the Cowboys played
more like a determined team in the

Cowboy Ryan Hillmer led the team scoring in all three games with
21 points against Weskan, 17 points against McCook and 19 points
against Norton. Hillmer was the S&T Long-Distance Shootout win-
ner with 13 three-point baskets in one minute.
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Cowboy Parker Sieck battled through the Weskan Coyotes forone
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of his two baskets in the win on Thursday. Sieck had five points in

the win.
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second half and said he hopes they
can build on that effort.
Cowboys lose to Bison

On Friday the Cowboys found
themselves on the short end of the
semi-final round game against the
McCook Bison losing 72-52.

In the first quarter the Cowboys
had trouble getting shots with
Hillmer getting five points on a
field goal and a three-point basket.
Gage Thrig had a free throw and a
three-point basket and Sieck had a
basket to account for the 11 points,
but McCook had 22 points.

The Cowboys battled back in
the second to be down by five,
34-29, at halftime. The Cowboys
outscored the Bison 18-12 in the
second quarter.

In the third quarter McCook got
things going again outscoring the
Cowboys 22-10tolead 56-39 going
into the final quarter.

The Cowboys came out in the
final quarter trying to use three-
point baskets to close the gap with
two three-point baskets by Thrig and
one by Hillmer to keep the cowboys
within 10 at 58-48 with five minutes
left.

The Bison scored the next 10
points to lead 68-48 with 2:30 left
and 70-48 with 1:47 left. Cowboy
Blaine Luther hit a basked with one
minute left to make it 70-50, Sieck
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Pulse Furnace customers: As of October 1,2011, a num-
ber of replacement parts for these furnaces can no longer
be purchased. If you own a Pulse Furnace and need re-
pairs, we may not be able to repair it. We have some parts
in stock and are keeping parts off used furnaces that we
may be able to use to repair yours.

Under the Lennox Pulse program, if the installation date
is less than 20 years or you are the original owner (proof
of ownership will be required), a new Lennox furnace will
be offered to you at a reduced cost.

Please contact Plains Heating for more information, or if you would like a
bid on a new furnace. Toll free (800) 678-2914.
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was fouled with five seconds left
and made both free throws to make
the final 72-52.

Hillmer led the Cowboys with 17
points including three three-point
baskets. Gage Ihrig was in double
figures with 13 and most of his
points coming on four three-point
baskets and one free throw.

Cowboys defeat Coyotes

In the tournament opening game
on Thursday the Cowboys defeated
the Weskan Coyotes 73-50 to ad-
vance to the semi-finals on Friday.

The Cowboys led 16-11 after the
first quarter and 35-24 at half time.

The Cowboys took charge in the
third quarter to lead 50-39. The
Cowboys kept the pressure on to
lead 62-47 with four minutes left.

In the final few minutes the Coy-
otes were forced to foul and Gage
Thrig had two free throws, Caleb
Fugelberg had a basked and Helton
got the final basketto give the Cow-
boys a 73-50 win.

Hillmer led the Cowboys scoring
with 21 points. Gage Ihrig was close
with 20 points. Smith had 19.

efeat Norton

Cowboy Taylen Smith tried to get a shot against McCook on Friday
inthe semifinal round of the Topside Tip-Off. The Cowboys finished
third defeating Weskan on Thursday, 73-50, losing to McCook 72-52
and defeating Norton 49-41 on Saturday.

Polaris Sportsman ATVs
and Ranger Side by Sides
make a great holiday gift idea.

Get yours today at
Goodland Greenline, Inc.
Goodland and Wheeler
785-890-7575 800-320-4020

Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Avoid operating Polaris ATVs or RANGERs on paved surfaces or
public roads. Riders and passengers should always wear a helmet, eye protection, protective clothing, and a seat belt and
always use cab nets (on RANGER vehicles). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp tuns.
Polaris adult ATV models are for riders age 16 and older. Drivers of RANGER vehicles must be at least 16 years old with a
valid driver's license. All ATV riders should take a safety training course. For ATV safety and training information, call the
SVIA at (800) 887-2887. See your dealer, or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. ©2011 Polaris Industries Inc.

Do You Call Northwest Kansas Home?

Would you like your tax dollars to stay in Northwest
Kansas? Are you interested in a way to lower your tax
obligation and pay fewer taxes?

Contact Northwest Kansas Technical College
Endowment Association for information about the
"Deferred Maintenance Tax Credit Program” that
CAN lower your tax obligation and WILL keep your
tax dollars in Northwest Kansas.

Let us explain the benefits of the Tax Credit Program.
The deadline for this tax year is December 31st, so

act NOW!

For more information, contact:

Bill Finley, Vice President of Student Affairs

785-890-1512

bill.finley@nwktc.edu
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