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Family continues to grow, sell produce

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

“Home-grown.” That’s adescrip-
tion of our favorite products from the
garden. It also describes a produce
business which serves southwest
Kansas and developed, quite lit-
erally, from the ground up. This
remarkable family is still building
on the family tradition of produce-
growing and customer service. It’s
today’s Kansas Profile.

Traci Savolt, her sister Kelley
Bickett and their husbands, with help
from sisters Rhonda and Heidi, are
owners and operators of Bob Huber
Produce in Garden City.

The Huber family came from

southwest Kansas where Bob’s
parents raised and sold produce.
Bob Huber Produce dates back to
1979. Bob got fresh produce from
Colorado and sold it locally. Then
he bought a farm near Holcomb and
started growing his own.

Bob and his wife had four daugh-
ters and a son, and the children
worked alongside them in raising
and selling produce. “One of my
favorite memories was pulling a
wagon around the neighborhood,
selling homegrown tomatoes in
paper sacks,” said Bob Huber’s
daughter Traci. The kids were close
to their parents and worked happily
together on the farm.

As the kids grew, so did their re-
sponsibilities. “Dad taught me how
todrive atractor,haul and sell,” Traci

said. “He always said that he would
put up any of his daughters against
any of the guys.”

The Hubers raised a wide variety
of products on their 100 acres near
the rural community of Holcomb,
population 1,883 people. Now,
that’s rural.

In 1993, the Hubers built an open
air building in Garden City to serve
asaroadside stand for their produce.
In 1998, they builtanenclosed build-
ing to do the same across town and
eventually consolidated into asingle
market there. The girls moved into
the business full-time. Traci married
Tim Savoltand Kelley married Gary
Bickett. Now their kids help too.

AsBobgotolder, Traciand Kelley
took on more responsibility for the
business. When Traci expressed to

her father how much they needed
him, he replied, “You’re doing it
now. The people love you. You’ve
done this all your life. Keep it up,”
and she promised that she would.
Mrs. Huber passed away in 2008.
Bob passed away a year later.

The girls were true to their word
and kept the business going. In fact,
they added a “to go” food service
counter at the market,expecting that
customers would buy produce and
prepared foods to take with them.
Instead, the customers asked to sit
and enjoy their meal right there. The
sisters putinatable,but people want-
ed more. Now, Bob Huber Produce
and Country Café includes 10 booths
for customer seating, with amenu of
sandwiches, salads and sides des-
serts like Grandma’s carrot cake.

They’ve hosted up to 100 people in
the building for special events.

During fall pumpkin season,some
2,500 kids will visit the store. Wow.

Bob Huber Produce offers locally
grown cantaloupe, watermelon,hon-
eydews, tomatoes, peppers, squash,
cucumbers, honey, pumpkins,beans,
sweet corn and more. Most of these
products are raised on their family
farm, supplemented with products
from other growers.

The sisters have upheld their
father’s traditions of quality and
service. “I have to be sure it’s right
before I sell it,” Traci said. “We’ll
taste testit. Ifitisn’t good, we won’t
sell it. And we love our customers,
they’re like family,” she added.

Linda Beech, K-State Research
and Extension agentin Finney Coun-

ty, has seen the business grow first-
hand. “The sisters were a delight as
they prepared and served our great
food,” Linda said. “This is a family
that very obviously loves working
together and they continue to honor
their parents’ traditions of hard work
and good service in a family business
that truly is a labor of love.”

Home-grown.That’s aterm which
notonly describes the locally grown
produce sold by the Huber family,
it describes this business itself. We
commend Traci and Tim Savolt,
Kelley and Gary Bickett, and all
the family for making a difference
by continuing the tradition of truck
farming and service.

In operating and expanding this
business, they are sticking close to
their roots.
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* Drinking Systems
Better Water. Pu;e__;: Simpie""‘ | g::eli%fgndce * Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)
Scheopner’s Water
sge e * Water Coolers
Conditioning, Inc.
904 Main, Goodland * Salt Sales & Delivery
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Plains Hearing & Air CondiTioning, Inc.

s Scott Sitzman FREE £g
t§“““ Residential & Commercial HVAC "M‘T Sy
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!  sriniier
www.plainsheating.com LENNDED lfﬁ@
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Bowman’'s
Heating /Air

Conditioning
577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS

It's Hard Tb Stop A Trane®

SUCCESS!!

Let us work for you!

Call Jeff or Jessica today
to find out how the
Service Directory does all
the hard work for you!

785.899.2338

) 0)) 0
0
®
o 2N DMeE
AAVE g 2 K€
D NE DMeE
C V(O C C C DOa1aNc d

Hendricks Realty, Inc.

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists | cjeaning products
Commercial & Residential for Commercial
* Advanced cleaning methods and Residential

* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service P
* Water Damage Restoration * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance xcoé‘e
o

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138

www.profloorcareandsupply.com <© W
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, I-70 Business Loor
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

\\

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction * Garages and More

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Serving the tri-state area.
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Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland?

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen

Subscriptions 6085 Rd. 17
ey [ 7858994786 « (765) 99:5858 home)
make 8r eal g lf IS’ Same day service on most out of town repairs|

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

“he @ecora/z}zy Co.

There’s no limit to our linayzha/[on.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Committed to serving the
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Wgathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door

716 W. Highway 24, Goodland e (785) 899-3064

Looking for a better price on auto insurance?

Seek Shelter
Immediately.

Shelter may be your key to
saving on your car insurance!
Call today to find out.

Jim Alcorn
1624 Main
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2553

SHELTER
INSURANCE

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

ShelterInsurance.com




