
To the Editor:
First I must apologize for not getting to this 

sooner, been busy trying to fix my hotrod. I 
want to thank the Brick Top Cruisers for put-
ting on a very good show.

Even though I experienced  trouble with 
my car.

I especially want to thank LeRoy Thomas for his help. LeRoy took time away from setting up 

at the Elks Lodge to come over to my motel and 
try to help diagnose my problem, he got hold 
of Rick Jorgensen at the NAPA store to open 
up and sell me some parts in order to help me 
out. when that didn’t work LeRoy let me put 
my car in his garage until  we could get back 
Monday to pick it up. Thanks all.

I would also like to thank the Maverick Mo-
tel for being such great hosts. They took very 
good care of us, and the food at Shiraz was 
fabulous.

Dale and Tami Bowman
Thornton Colo.
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from our viewpoint...

Post Office blames 
Congress for trouble

Spring flowers gone, fall ones in full bloom

We were in Kanorado on Saturday for their Octoberfest, and en-
joyed seeing the people line the Main Street for the annual parade. 
It is a somewhat unique parade that makes a pass from the north 
end of the street to the south end and then returns up the street so 
a person gets to see both sides of each parade entry.

The Burlington Sixth Grade band made another appearance 
and put on a great performance for their small numbers. The band 
paraded down the street and when the parade came back were the 
final group so they could use the street for their special songs and 
accompanied dance moves.

While checking out the craft show, cake walk, kids games and 
other vendors we walked past the Kanorado Post Office. This 
small post office in a corner building on Main is one of the 3,700 
on the chopping block.

“Our situation is extremely serious,” postmaster general, Pat-
rick R. Donahoe, said in September. “If Congress doesn’t act, 
we will default.”

Donahoe has been pushing a series of cost-cutting measures 
to erase the agency’s deficit, which will reach $9.2 billion this 
fiscal year. 

The measures include eliminating Saturday mail delivery, clos-
ing up to 3,700 postal locations and laying off 120,000 workers.

The post office’s problems stem from a hard reality, being 
squeezed on both revenue and costs. Cuts in service and the 
Internet have reduced the income and the recent recession has 
increased transportation costs.

Donahoe blames Congress for the financial problems and has 
used the dire cuts as a way to hold the system hostage as he tries 
to get the public to help him get Congress to take action to give 
his agency some relief.

The biggest stumbling block is the Congressional requirement 
the Post Office pay the retirement costs up front. This requirement 
that has put the agency in a tremendous financial bind and forced 
Donahoe to try to raise awareness.

Fredric V. Rolando, president of the National Association of 
Letter Carriers, warned of disaster if partisanship keeps Congress 
from acting.

He said the Post Office is not broke, and without the required 
retirement payment the agency made $700 million last year.

Small towns like Kanorado may lose their post office as it exists 
today, but the agency has a possible way to keep a “village” post 
office by combining it with either another business in town or even 
a government office to reduce the overhead costs.

That might work for Kanorado, but might be more difficult to 
save the Edson post office that is on the closing list.

If Congress doesn’t act to give the Postal Service some relief 
from the retirement payments, the dire cuts may be forced on the 
public or the Post Office may announce some unpaid “holidays” 
similar to those being taken by the Kansas courts to handle a cut 
by the Kansas legislature.

Kanorado is one example, and the community spirit shown on 
Saturday will probably mean the people find a way to keep their 
post office. The threats of other drastic cuts should make people 
put pressure on Congress to act, but the deep partisan divide may 
leave us watching a great Constitutional institution slide into 
oblivion.

We need the U.S. Postal Service, and it is past time for Congress 
to remember this  institution is written into the U.S. Constitution. If 
we truly want to heed the words of the founders we need to return 
the Post Office to being a government department. – Tom Betz

I heard someone say that fall is the time that 
flowers give way to fruits and vegetables.

Looking around me, I don’t see that.
True, my spring flowers – irises, tulips, daf-

fodils and lilacs – are gone, and my summer 
lilies are about bloomed out, but I still see lots 
of flowers around.

The mums I bought several years ago to 
decorate the front porch and later planted next 
to the sidewalk are starting to bloom, and the 
neighbors’ morning glories are a riot of blue 
and purple every morning.

But the biggest, most impressive flower 
around is the sunflower. The fields of culti-
vated ones are mostly gone, but the wild ones 
are in their full glory.

I remember being amazed and comforted 
by the sunflowers when I moved to southern 
Colorado. I had never lived anywhere but Kan-
sas and, while I had visited Colorado on a few 
summer vacations, it was mostly uncharted 
territory.

It was hard to quit a good job, sell our home in 

Kansas City and move to this new state, where 
mountains reared out of the prairie and they 
raised potatoes instead of corn and milo.

But all along the roads, there they were – sun-
flowers, the welcoming symbol of my home 
state. They made me feel a whole lot better 
about this whole move-to-someplace-else-
and-run-a-weekly-newspaper thing.

I don’t have any sunflowers in my yard 
this year, but a couple of years ago, the birds 
planted some at each end of my garden.

It was kind of cool, and I don’t know why I 
didn’t pull them as weeds when they were tiny. 
For whatever reason, we left them to grow. And 
they grew, and grew and grew into giants that 

towered over me. Each was topped by a single 
enormous flower. 

Then there is the flower box out in front of 
my office. While the sweet potato vine has 
mostly taken over, the petunias as still hanging 
in there, blooming their fool heads off. And 
beside the planter are the two half barrels we 
put to hold the remnants of the last owner’s 
rose moss. She’s gone now, but her flowers still 
bloom every year, and every time I see them, I 
remember a wonderful woman.

Yep, my vegetables are doing well. The 
tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, cabbage, car-
rots and squash are spreading out all over the 
garden. My fall lettuce is making salads and 
I think I’ll get some fall peas before the first 
frost. 

But the flowers are definitely not gone, and 
even after the frost, when the tomatoes vines 
turn black and the squash is dead, the mums 
out front will be providing a welcome splash 
of color to my front lawn.

File this under the category of: “The lamest 
excuse to come along in my lifetime.” What 
I’m talking about is the continuing attempt by 
some in the media and entertainment business 
to saddle America’s farm and ranch families 
with the growing epidemic of obesity. Seems 
they would like us to believe farmers and 
ranchers are producing food that is too afford-
able and too available.

Stop right there. Many Americans can re-
member a time when their families or neigh-
bors had trouble keeping food on the table. 
The concept of food that was too cheap was 
as foreign as paying two bucks for a bottle of 
pop – that’s twice the size it used be and packs 
twice the calories.

But the times they are a changing and just 
like our politicians on both sides of the aisle, 
folks like to play the blame game. You know, 
look elsewhere, never in the mirror.

Rather than thank farmers for producing 
abundant, affordable food so that most of us 
will never experience the pangs of true hunger, 
making farmers the scapegoat for obesity ap-
pears to be too popular a trend. Some also say 
federal programs that help stabilize the farm 
economy encourage farmers to overproduce. 
Blaming agriculture only diverts attention 
away from the factors that do contribute to 
obesity.

This is a slap in the face to the thousands of 

families that depend on agriculture for their 
livelihoods and to the millions of Americans 
whose high standards of living are built on 
our varied and efficient food, fuel and fiber 
industry.

Without our nation’s farmers and the federal 
programs that help them through economic 
and weather disasters, Americans might have 
to depend on other countries for food just like 
we already do for oil. That could be a threat 
not only to our food security, but our national 
security as well.

Evidence of a global obesity trend indicates 
that the problem involves more than access 
to and an abundance of snack foods, deserts 
and soft drinks. People are reportedly getting 
heavier even in developing nations where 
citizens do not have all of the foods and snacks 
found on our supermarket shelves. That tends 
to point toward rising incomes and less physi-
cal labor around the world as the cause, not just 
U.S. food industry practices.

Since when do farmers grow junk food? 
When did farmers begin to force consumers to 
eat a specific diet, healthy or otherwise?

Farmers and ranchers are not responsible 
for the U.S. consumer’s dietary and exercise 
habits. These are all individual choices and 
matters of personal responsibility.

Whatever happened to personal responsibil-
ity in this country?

What about the amount of food we eat at 
each meal?

How about the many times we eat between 
meals?

How about the individual holding the knife, 
fork or spoon?

Used to be a time, I can remember when 
people didn’t eat between meals, or if they 
did it was something healthy like fruit or nuts. 
Is that just another long and distant dream of 
mine?

It is time we start looking for real solutions to 
fix America’s growing weight problem instead 
of blaming the very hands that nutritiously and 
safely feed America. It’s important to note that 
while farmers produce a wide range of healthy 
food options, the ultimate consumer choices – 
moderation and exercise – are made far beyond 
the farm or ranch.

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau 
has been writing about farming and ranching 
in Kansas for more than 25 years. He is the 
managing editor of “Kansas Living,” a quar-
terly magazine dedicated to agriculture and 
rural life in Kansas.

Personal responsibility
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Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages and 

welcomes letters from readers. Letters should 
be typewritten, and must include a telephone 
number and a signature. Unsigned letters 
will not be published. Form letters and letters 
deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive will be rejected. We reserve the 
right to edit letters for length and good taste. 
We encourage letters, with address and phone 
numbers, by e-mail to: <star.news@nwkansas.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 
20510. (202) 224-4774; E-mail address 
— http://roberts.senate.gov/public/index.
cfm?p=EmailPat

U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, Russell Senate Of-
fice Building, Courtyard 4, Washington, D.C. 
20510. (202) 224-6521; Fax (202) 228-6966. 
E-mail address – http://moran.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/e-mail-jerry

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 1st Congres-
sional District, 126 Cannon House Office 

Building, Washington D.C., 20575-1601. 
(202-225-2715) E-mail address – https://huel-
skamp.house.gov/contact-me/email-me

State Rep. Rick Billinger, Docking State 
Office Building Rm 724, Topeka, KS 66612. 
Phone (785) 296-7659, cell (785) 899-
4770, home (785) 899-5824. E-mail rick.
billinger@house.ks.gov.

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol 
Building, Rm. 225-E, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, 
Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail address 
— ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us
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