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uinter company makes public notice
many plastic parts

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

What do appliances, farm imple-
ments, toys, custom motorcycles,
airplanes and sporting goods have
in common? Hmm. The answer is,
they all use thermoplastic parts from
Formation Plastics in Quinter. The
growth of this remarkable company
inatruly rural community is the sub-
ject of today’s Kansas Profile.

Galen and Karen Huffman are
owners of Formation Plastics in
Quinter. Galen is originally from St.
Joseph,Mo.His older sister married
afarmer from Quinter,and as Galen
came out to work during the sum-
mers, he found he liked it there.

Galen graduated from McPher-
son College, where he met his wife
Karen, and began a career as a
teacher and coach. He taught draft-
ing, industrial arts, science, and
physical education at Quinter. Asa
teacher, he recognized that the local
economy needed diversification to
create jobs so that young people
could stay in the community.

In 1989, Galen built a thermo-
forming machine in his nephew’s
shop and eventually built his own
thermoforming business. What is
thermoforming? It is a process by
which a sheet of plastic is heated to
justthe right temperature and drawn
into a mold by a vacuum to form
plastic products of various shapes.

Thermoforming of plastics is an
alternative to injection molding.
Galen says that thermoforming al-
lows for quicker turnaround times,
reduced cost,and more flexibility in
making design changes. “Besides
having superior flexural strength
and impact resistance, thermoplas-
tics are also corrosion resistant,
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chemical resistant, and weather-
able,” Galen said.

Formation Plastics became the
name of this company, which spe-
cializes indesigning and producing
high quality plastic components for
avariety of industries. I firstlearned
about this company in the early
2000s. I was intrigued to find this
design and manufacturing business
in a small town setting.

“Itell people that we’re not in the
boondocks,we’re behind it,” Galen
said. Rather than complaining, he
said, “We have to offer services that
oururban and suburban competitors
offer and even do them better.” He
points out that Quinter is right on
Interstate 70 and located halfway
between Denver and Kansas City.

Flexibility and efficiency have
been keys to the success of Forma-
tion Plastics.

“We have a production manager
whois very efficient,” he said. “He’s
able to take orders for small quanti-
ties and work them in, but he’s very
committed to on-time, quality work.
He would not send anything out that
is not up to standard.”

Despite the downturn in the na-
tional economy, Formation Plastics
has been in growth mode.

“We find ourselves adding more
technology,” Galen said. “We have
tried to stay on the cutting edge
of this industry. We’ve upgraded
software and computers, and we’re
needing newer and larger-sized
machinery.”

Formation Plastics is now work-
ingona 10,500-square-foot expan-
sion of its facility. “We need faster
CNC (computer numerical control)
and larger forming equipment,
along with a large assembly area
for our value-added work,” Galen
said.

The company recently brought
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The diabetes drug, ACTOS., has been linked to an increased
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS,
ACTOplus mets, ACTOplus MET: XR or duetacts, call us now
at 1-800-THE-EAGLE about monetary compensation.
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inanew General Manager, Bradley
Lovelady. “He’s originally from
Hill City,” Galen said. “He’s man-
aged three businesses successfully
and moved to Quinter to be closer
to grandchildren, so we’re thankful
to have him.”

When I first encountered this
innovative company, it employed
about 15 people. Today it employs
26 and expects to add three to seven
employees within the next year and
ahalf.

The company’s primary trade ter-
ritory is within 700 miles of Quinter.
However, as components of larger
equipment, Formation Plastics
products have gone as far away as
England, China, Uruguay and the
Ukraine.

That is especially remarkable
considering the rural setting in
which this company is found. After
all, Quinter is atown of 937 people.
Now, that’s rural.

For more information, go to
www.formationplastics.com.

So what do appliances, farm
implements, toys, custom motor-
cycles,airplanes and sporting goods
have in common? Yes, they all use
thermoplastic parts from Formation
Plastics in Quinter. We commend
Galen and Karen Huffman and all
those involved with Formation Plas-
tics for making a difference with
entrepreneurship and expansion in
challenging times. They are manag-
ing to serve a variety of industries,
and in the process, helping the rural
Kansas economy go through trans-
formation.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SHERMAN COUNTY,
KANSAS

FILED PUSUANT TO
CHAPTER 59 OF THE KAN-
SAS STATUTES ANNOTATED

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF EDWARD L HAYDEN,
JR,

Deceased

Case No. 11 PR 33

NOTICE OF HEAERING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that
a Petition has been filed in this
Court by Patricia D Hayden
beneficiary of Edward L Hayden,
Jr., deceased, requesting that
the foreign will of Edward L
Hayden, Jr., deceased, dated
May 18, 2007, be admitted
to probate and record in this
Court; no administration of the
estate is necessary; the will be
construed, and the following
Kansasreal estate owned by the
decedent, situated in Sherman
County, Kansas:

An undivided one-sixth in-
terest in the South Half (§1/2)
of Section 26, in Township 10
South, Range 41 West of the 6th
P.M., Sherman County, Kansas

be assigned in accordance
with the terms of the Will.

You are required to file your
written defenses thereto on or
before the 23rd day of Septem-
ber,2011,at10:00 o’clock A.M.
in the District Court, in the city
of Goodland, Sherman County,
Kansas, at whichtime and place
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Agricultural Advertising Sales

confidential.

Apply online at
www.midwestmessenger.com/workhere

Midwest Producer has an immediate opening for an advertising sales consultant in
Kansas. We need self-starters who will assist companies to effectively reach ag
producers using print and online communications. Previous sales and customer service
experience is required and having a solid agricultural background is helpful. Applicant
must have a valid driver’s license and be willing to travel regularly with occasional
overnight stays. No residence relocation is required for this position. Basic computer
skills and access to an internet connection are needed. This position is full-time and
includes excellent benefits. Pre-employment drug testing is mandatory.

The Midwest Producer is an equal opportunity employer. All inquiries will be kept

Midwest Producer

SERVING KANSAS AND NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE

BUILD THE

BUSINESS

YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED.

FOR YOURSELF.
FOR YOUR FAMILY.

Reduce the initial costs of

Fees!*

$

Liberty Tax Service is the affordable way to reach
your potential and enjoy ongoing success.

starting your own business.

Franchise

i}] LiBERTY
Tax
SERVICE’

For Your FREE Franchise Information Package,
Visit libertytaxfranchise.com
or Call 1.800.545.1028 Today!

franchise numbers F-4418 and F-3918.

*Franchise Fee is $0. Liberty Tax Service location must be established in an unowned, undeveloped
territory. Franchisee will pay a $2,500 security deposit to be refunded upon the completion of a
5-year franchise agreement or sale of the territory. Territory must be open for operation by 1/8/2012.
Offer expires 12/31/2011. Available in select areas. Other limitations apply. Minnesota state

the cause will be heard. Should
you fail therein, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the Petition.

Patricia B Hayden,
Petitioner

VIGNERY & MASON L.L.C.
214 E. 10th, PO. Box 767
Goodland, KS 67735
Telephone: 785-890-6588
Attorneys for Petitioner

Published in The Goodland
Star-News, Friday, September
2,9and 16, 2011.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SHERMAN COUNTY,
KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF WILLIAM PRENTICE,
Deceased

2011 PR 31

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

On the 23rd day of August,
2011, a Petition for Issuance of
Letters of Administration was
filed in this court by Jerry Fair-
banks, Special Administrator of
the Estate of William Prentice,
deceased, praying for appoint-
ment of an Administrator for
the Estate of William Prentice,
deceased, and that Letters of
Administration be issued to
him.

You are required to file your
written defenses thereto on or

With Mark Selby & Tia Sillers Sept. 2!
AMERICA oct.23

40th Anniversary Tour - all the BIG HITS!

LUKAS NELSON oct.26

JEREMY CAMP oct.27

With Francesca Battistelli & Adam Cappa

before the 16th day of Septem-
ber,2011,at9:00 0’clock A.M. of
said day, in this Court, inthe city
of Goodland, Sherman County,
Kansas, at whichtime and place
the cause will be heard. Should
you fail to file your written de-
fenses, judgment and decree
will be entered in due course
upon the petition.

All creditors of the decedent
are notified to exhibit their de-
mands against the estate within
the latter of four months fromthe
date of first publication under
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amend-
ments thereto, or if the iden-
tity of the creditor is known or
reasonably, ascertainable, 30
days actual notice was given
as provided by law, and if their
demands are not thus exhibited,
they shall be forever barred.

Jerry Fairbanks,
Petitioner

Michael V. Foust #07507
126 W. 11th Street
Goodland, Ks 67735
(785) 899-5687
Attorney for Petitioner

Published in The Goodland
Star-News, Friday, August 26
and September 2 and 9, 2011.

Classifieds
work!

899-2338

STIEFEL THEATRE

KENI\IY WAYI\IE SI'IEPHERD JIM BRICKNMAN oct. 29

¥ \_ LIVE
: SIC
You’ll Never

Forget! .’

ROI\I WHITE Nov.10 (200 tickets left)
LINDSEY BUCKINGHAM

Fleetwood Mac Guitarist! Nov.12
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CELTIC TENORS Dpec.9
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| YEAR SUBSCRIPTION

Normally $81.00

VALID THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 6, 2011!
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