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sports
Slammers 16 and Under fourth at state in Topeka

The Goodland Slammers 16 and
under fast pitch team finished fourth
at the state tournament in Topeka,
and a season record of 13-9.

Coach Andy Scheopner said the
team was lucky and got a firstround
bye on Saturday. Their first game
was at 8 a.m. against the Augusta
Thunder.

He said 13 teams qualified for
state, and a lot of the teams were
all-stars. He said Goodland was
one of the few teams where all of
the members came from the same
town.

Teams included in the tournament
included Spoiled Brats, Panthers,
BLAZE, Kansas Heat, Wichita
Aces, HAVOC, Topeka Riptide,
EmporiaEnergy, Great Bend Quick-
silver, Fusion, Midwest Storm,
Augusta Thunder and Goodland
Slammers.

The Slammers went 2-2 for the
tournament winning two and losing
one on Saturday. Four teams made
it to Sunday in the championship
round,but Goodland lostto BLAZE
to finish fourth.

Scheopner said the two teams
who beat the Slammers were First
and Second in the tournament with
Fusion taking the championship and
BLAZE second.

Inthe game on Sunday Goodland
and BLAZE were tied 1-1 after the
firstinning, but BLAZE scored five
runs in the fifth inning to win 6-1.

In the first inning Stephani
DeLaRosa singled, Berkley White
walked, Brianna White grounded
into a fielder choice at third, and
Berkley scored on asingle by Gabby
Rangel.

Scheopner said the girls played
hard, but had trouble getting hits
when they needed them.He said the
competition was strong and in many
cases the other teams were able to
make great defensive plays to keep
the Goodland girls from scoring.

In the game Hope Cochran had
two singles, DelLaRosahad two sin-
gles,Rangel had twosingles, Megan
Sirutahad adouble and asingle,and
Kaitlynn Raile had s single.

The losing pitcher was DeLaRosa
who gaveup 6runson 11 hitsinfive
innings. She had 4 strikeouts and
no walks.

In the opening game on Saturday
Goodland took a 1-0 lead over the
Augusta Thunder, adding 2 in the
third and 5 in the fourth for a 8-0
win.

Scheopner said it was a good way
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DeLaRosawas the winning pitch-
er going five innings and giving up
no runs on 5 hits. She had 6 strike-
outs and gave up 2 walks.

In the second game on Saturday
the Slammers faced Fusion and
lost 3-0. Fusion went on to win the
championship on Sunday.

Scheopner said Goodland had
the bases loaded in the third inning
with one out. He said a girl hit a
drive down the first base line that

to second. DeLaRosa scored on
a ground out by Brianna White.
Rangel singled, Siruta Singled and
Phillips singled to load the bases.
Rangel scored on a single by Raile
to give Goodland a 2-0 lead.

In the fifth inning Midwest Storm
managed to score to make it 2-1.

In the sixth inning Siruta tripled
and scored on a single by Phillips.
Phillips advanced to second on a

passed ball and scored on asingle by
to start off the tourney, and felt the  would have scored tworuns,butthe Raile to give Goodland a 4-1win.
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Slammers 16 and Under pitcher Stepha-
nie DeLaRosa (top left) at state tour-
nament. The infield members of the
Slammers ( above) met at the mound
during a game to give each other a pep
talk. Megan Siruta held a runner on at
first base (left). Paige Phillips (right) is
ready at second base. The Slammers
16 and Under finished fourth at the state
tournament held Saturday and Sunday
in Topeka. Theteamfinished the season

with a 13-9 record.
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