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Committed to serving the 
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door
716 W. Highway 24, Goodland  •  (785) 899-3064

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731
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8-2010	 	 	 	 	 Life	25.1b
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STATE REGULATIONS NOTE:  All	agents	
with	an	Arkansas	license	(whether	resident	
or	non-resident)	are	REQUIRED	to	indicate	
his/her	Arkansas	license	number	for	Life	
Insurance.Moving Your Money?

ShelterInsurance.com
1-800-SHELTER

Agent
Photo
Here

Agent Name	
(Arkansas	License	#)
Agent	Address
Agent	City,	State	Zip	
Agent Phone No.

Shelter	Life	Insurance	Company	
Columbia,	Missouri

In	this	economy	you	may	be	looking	to	move	your	money	to	something	secure.	
A	Platinum	Shield®	annuity	can	provide	you	with	a	guaranteed	lifetime	income.	
Call,	click	or	come	see	us	for	a	variety	of	options	available	to	meet	your	needs!	

Moving Your Money?

Moving Your Money?

Agent Name
(Arkansas	License	#)

Agent	Phone
Agent	Address,	State	Zip

ShelterInsurance.com
Shelter	Life	Insurance	Company,	Columbia,	MO

A	Shelter	Platinum	Shield®	
annuity	can	provide	you	
with	a	guaranteed	lifetime	
income.

NEW SYSTEMNEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING

SERVING THESERVING THE
GOODLAND STAR AREAGOODLAND STAR AREA

SINCE 1992!SINCE 1992!

~ FREE ESTIMATES ~~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

785-462-6995785-462-6995
800-611-6735800-611-6735

WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant Colby KSEldean and Janet Griffi th  155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
egriffi th@st-tel.net

Serving Northwest Kansas 
& Northeastern Colorado  

since 1992!

www.mywindowcleaner.net

FORD-MERCURY, INC.
DAN BRENNER

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

222 W. HWY. 24,  I-70 BUSINESS LOOP

GOODLAND, KS  67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770

(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Pro Floor 
Care

FreeEstimates
Cleaning 

Northwest 

Kansas one 

house at 
a tim

e!

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration   * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance

Proudly offering 
wide variety of 
cleaning products 
for Commercial 
and Residential

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
www.profloorcareandsupply.com We don’t cu

t co
rners

We C
lean

 Them

Scheopner’s Water 
Conditioning, Inc. 

904 Main, Goodland                           
(785) 899-2352

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Better Water. Pure and Simple™
Quality Service 
since 1948

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer 
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key 

to opening the door to new customers..
Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory  
785-899-2338

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS

785
899
5770

The Decorating Co.

Irene Smith & Rochelle Kling
Design Consultants

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441

E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Affordable 
Luxuries

• Window Treatments  • Fabrics & Trims  
• Staging Services  • Color & Design 

Consultants  • Space Planning  
• Interior Re-design  • Floral Design  

• Professional Shopping

Drywall • Painting • Flooring • Roofing
Doors • Windows • Siding • Decks • Ramps

Small Building Construction • Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS  67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Brandon’s Carpentry

Sugar Hills Golf Club 

6450 Rd. 16, Goodland, KS • 785-899-2785
Two For Tuesdays
$40 Green Fees 

That’s $20/person plus cart fee. (must have 2 people) 
After 3:00 p.m. 

Must present this coupon.

Sugar Hills Golf Club 

6450 Rd. 16, Goodland, KS • 785-899-2785

Super Saturdays
$25 Green Fees 

After 3:00 pm. 
Must present this coupon.

Jim Alcorn
1624 Main 
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2553

Windy  Plains Bike Shop
Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes. 
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS? ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17 •(785) 899-4786 

(785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Plains Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Leon Kelly

Residential & Commercial HVAC
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: (719) 775-2914    Toll Free: (800) 678-2914
Fax: (719) 775-9596      Email: plahtg@co-isp.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado 
for 35 years!”

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! 
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

Scott Sitzman

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

www.plainsheating.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years, 
and now serving Western Kansas!”

FREE ESTIMATES! FREE ESTIMATES!

www.plainsheating.com

Social networking where no technology is needed
By Ron Wilson

 Director 
Huck Boyd National Institute 

for Rural Development 
at Kansas State University

Social networking. It’s highly 
popular right now, through Fa-
cebook and Twitter. But before 
computers existed, and in fact from 
the beginning of history, there were 
social networks being created in a 
non-technological sense. Today, 
we’ll learn about a traditional rural 
Kansas social network with a lot of 
staying power.

Melinda Sinn told me about the 
Silver Creek Beneficiary Club, a 
network of women in rural Riley 
County. Club members live near the 
small rural Kansas town of Keats, 
about 10 miles west of Manhattan. 

Keats is a town of perhaps 300 resi-
dents. Now, that’s rural.

The Silver Creek Beneficiary 
Club took its name from the creek 
that runs north out of the Wildcat 
Creek Valley. Silver Creek was also 
the name of a country school that 
once stood at a nearby crossroads.

Talk about staying power. On 
Thursday, July 14, the Silver Creek 
Beneficiary Club will be celebrating 
its 90th anniversary.

The club was formed in 1921 
by a small group of neighborhood 
women who wanted to provide help 
to those in need in their community. 
The women started meeting in each 
other’s homes and formed a club to 
share educational pursuits and help 
their community, family, friends 
and those in need.

“Ninety years ago this group of 
women formed a social network that 
has passed the test of time,” Melinda 
said. “Still today, the club brings 
pleasure, enjoyment, and a helping 
hand when needed, to the families 
in this rural community.”

The Silver Creek Beneficiary 
Club started out with 20 members 
and currently has 24 members. 
Many members today are third 
generation members of the club. 
Their grandmothers were founding 
members of the organization. While 
the club has never been large, it has 
been steady.

One tradition of the club is a sum-
mer family picnic. In the early days, 
the picnics were often held along-
side the creeks that run through the 
valley. Now the picnics are held at 

the Keats Park, which the club helps 
maintain by planting and caring for 
the flower garden during the long 
summer months.

Other traditions include meeting 
in member’s homes, helping those 
in need and participating in educa-
tional programming. 

The club also has a service mis-
sion, giving help to those in need and 
those who are sick. Club members 
raise funds for the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army, supply food for 
the Northern Riley County Food 
Pantry and collect Toys for Tots at 
Christmas time.The club continues 
to be a true social network.

“The Silver Creek Beneficiary 
Club has always been about the 
friendships that have been formed 
over the years and the social oppor-

tunities brought to a small Kansas 
community,” Melinda said. The 
club motto is “Let’s Go.”

“The club is all about sharing 
stories, learning together, shar-
ing laughter and sorrow, helping 
each other, neighbors, families 
and friends and even strangers,” 
Melinda said. “They work hard to 
gather resources, whether it is rais-
ing money to help someone who is 
sick or who has had a fire or been hit 
by a tornado, or sewing pillows or 
walker bags for those in elder care 
facilities. They provide educational 
opportunities by sharing, reading 
books together, having guest speak-
ers and in more modern times by 
going on excursions to learn more 
about homes, families, gardens, 
cooking and many other areas.” 

The Silver Creek Beneficiary 
Club will have an open house at the 
Keats United Methodist Church on 
Sunday, July 10, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
(Mountain Time). 

Social networking. It is hugely 
popular today, in the form of Face-
book, for example. But the Silver 
Creek Beneficiary Club reminds 
us that it is possible for people to 
make a difference with a local, 
face-to-face social network of their 
own. Through this club, social net-
working can be in the form of long-
lasting relationships - not through 
technology, but through neighbors 
helping neighbors, friends helping 
friends, shared laughter and social 
gatherings, generation after genera-
tion. That’s rural Kansas: a social 
network where no technology is 
needed.


