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Premier hunting resort in southeast Kansas

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Where would you find the world’s
largest sporting clay tower? Go
ahead, take a shot.

No, not in Texas. The world’s
largest sporting clay tower -- and
one of the finest venues for hunting
anywhere -- is right here in rural
Kansas.

Jeff Oakes is general manager
of Flint Oak, a southeast Kansas
hunting lodge and resort. It began
as a vision of Ray Walton, a suc-
cessful businessman in Wichita. He
enjoyed hunting and his wife got
him abird dog, but he was finding it

harder and harder to find a place in
the country where he and his friends
could go hunting together.

So, Ray bought scenic acreage
in the southern Flint Hills and then
decided to use the land as a private-
member hunting club.

“Ray used to joke that the Brittany
bird dog his wife gothim caused him
to spend $20 million,” Jeff Oakes
said. Sometimes those free gifts can
getexpensive.

In 1982, Flint Oak opened its
doors. It expanded through the
years, and today Flint Oak has 5,000
acres of land and lakes for hunting
and fishing. Flint Oak offers field
hunts forupland game birds; driven,
European-style pheasant shoots;
anddeer, duck, dove and wild turkey
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Scott Sitzman
Residential & Commercial HVAC

FREg ESTIMATES!

New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: (719) 775-2914

Toll Free: (800) 678-2914

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

www.plainsheating.com
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Looking for a better price on auto insurance?

seek Shelter
immediately.

Shelter may be your key to
saving on your car insurance!
Call today to find out.

Jim Alcorn
1624 Main
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2553

SHELTER
INSURANCE

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

1 Sugar Hills Golf Club 1

6450 Rd. 16, Goodland, KS ® 785-899-2785
Two For Tuesdays
$40 Green Fees

That’s $20/person plus cart fee. (must have 2 people)

After 3:00 p.m.
Must present this coupon.

Sugar Hills Golf Club

6450 Rd. 16, Goodland, KS * 785-899-2785
Super Saturdays
525 Green Fees
After 3:00 pm.
Must present this coupon.

hunting for members. Fully-guided
three-hour field hunts include one
to three hunters with a guide and
well-trained bird dogs. For those
who don’t choose to walk, Flint
Oak offers vehicle-assisted hunts in
which hunters ride a four-wheeled
vehicle to the dogs on point.

“We have many hunters -- even
80 years old -- who enjoy hunting
this way, even though they can’t
walk the long distances involved in
atraditional field hunt,” Jeff said. “It
can be magic when we have three
generations in the field at the same
time, experiencing Flint Oak.”

FlintOak has 95 hunting dogs, in-
cluding pointers, English and Irish
setters, Brittany spaniels, German
shorthairs, and Labrador retriev-

Affordable

Luxuries

ers. Other shooting options include
sporting clays, skeet shooting, trap
shooting, and five stand -- plus the
largest sporting clay tower in the
world.

For fishermen, Flint Oak offers
both guided and non-guided op-
portunities on three beautiful lakes
and Indian Creek. Indian Lake was
initially stocked with 8,000 2-pound
bass and 1,500 wipers that now
weigh in at over 10 pounds.

Flint Oak has volleyball, horse-
shoes, picnic sites and alarge heated
swimming pool. For equestrians,
there are six paddocks and more
than16 miles of trails through natu-
ral wildlife habitat.

In 2003, Flint Oak opened a new
lodge with sleeping accommoda-
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» Window ‘Treatments + Fabrics & Trims
» Staging Services + Color & Design
Consultants « Space Planning
» Interior Re-design < Floral Design
» Professional Shopping

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
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Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado

since
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www.mywindowcleaner.net
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Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352

Quality Service

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

tions, dining area, and a pro shop.
The main lodge has 40 rooms and
80 beds. Occupancy for the entire
facility is 140 people. Rooms range
from “an old-fashioned bunkhouse”
to deluxe accommodations with
full baths.

In summertime, Flint Oak’s fa-
cilities are open to the public for
shooting sports, corporate retreats,
weddings, company picnics, youth
camps, reunions, charity events,
fishing, nature trails and more.

Today, Flint Oak has more than 50
employees and 350 memberships,
representing 29 states plus foreign
countries. During 2010, more than
10,000 guests came to visit.

Using the multiplier effect, the
company’s $1.2 million payroll has

an estimated impact of $1.8 million
onthelocal economy of atruly rural
county.

“There’s not a stoplight in the
whole county,” Jeff said.

Flint Oak generates $330,000
thousand in sales tax, which is 60
percent of all sales tax collected in
Elk County. The closesttown is Fall
River, a community of 158 people.
Now, that’s rural.

Its natural, rural setting makes
Flint Oak picturesque and appeal-
ing to visitors, particularly when
coupled with good service and high-
quality lodging and attractions.
Flint Oak has been described as
“America’s premier hunting resort”
and “an outdoorsman’s paradise.”
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Committed to serving the
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door

716 W. Highway 24, Goodland  (785) 899-3064
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Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!
TIRED OF FLATS? ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17 ¢(785) 899-4786
(785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of town repairs!
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BusiNess Loopr
Goobranp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Bowman’s
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS
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