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Firm makes Corvette parts

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

London, England. On display is
a gorgeous, restored 1954 Corvette.
Inside this Corvette are authorized
replacement parts, manufactured
halfway around the globe in rural
Kansas. Rev up yourengine, it’s the
subject of today’s Kansas Profile.

Ron and RhondaLaRue are own-
ers of LaRue Machine in Chanute.
Theirremarkable business produces
parts for Corvettes and performs
many other types of metal machin-
ing.

Ron and Rhonda have deep roots
in rural southeast Kansas, where
both grew up on farms. Rhonda
went to Chanute High, Neosho
County Community College and
became a registered nurse.

Ron got a vocational degree at
Pittsburg State. Even before gradu-
ating, he bought his first lathe for his
dad’s shop on the farm.

Ron and Rhonda got married.
Ron was employed at various jobs
while working in his own shop on
the weekends, when he was asked
to produce some parts for restoring
a Corvette.

That became his business’ first
machine shop project. He is still

Hotline

Sandy Praeger, Kansas Commis-
sioner of Insurance, said Monday,
that insurance information for
recent tornado and severe weather
victims in Kansas is available from
the Kansas Insurance Department’s
Consumer Assistance Hotline,
(800) 432-2484.

“The department’s consumer
assistance division is prepared to
answer consumer questions and
concerns regarding insurance in
the areas hit by tornados and severe
thunderstorms,” Commissioner
Praeger said. “We are in touch with
insurance companies who have in-
sured customers in those areas and
many companies’ disaster teams
have on-the-ground operations.”

News reports said one person in
Reading, the hardest hit commu-
nity, was killed as a tornado rolled
through northern Lyon County and
damaged or destroyed approxi-
mately 200 homes and businesses
there.

Tornados were sighted in Shaw-
nee and Jefferson Counties and re-
ports showed hail and wind damage
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producing parts for that company
today.

When Ron and Rhonda had chil-
dren, they wanted to be available
for them, so they built a shop in
which to operate their business next
doortotheirhouse located between
Chanute and Erie.

LaRue Machine was a metal
fabrication shop, doing repairs and
subcontracting parts, tool work,
and machining with both CNC and
manual equipment. The business
grew with time, but then was hit by
the recession.

Meanwhile, Ron had been in
touch with Bernard Dick in Cha-
nute. Bernard had been CEO of
Churchill Machine before it was
purchased and moved to Texas, at
which point Bernard started and
grew his own machine shop called
Econo Machine. But Bernard was
turning 65. He approached Ron
LaRue about taking over the busi-
ness.

“It was kind of a miracle,” Ron
said. ““You don’t buy a business in
the middle of arecession.” Butthey
worked with Tom Byler and Kath-
ryn Richard at the Small Business
Development Center at Pittsburg
State University.

“I can’t say enough good things
about Tom and those people,” Ron
said. “Tom facilitated all these enti-

ties coming together.”

Eight months later, with help
from the city of Chanute, Prosperity
Foundation, Southeast Kansas RC
& D, Start-Up Kansas,and local
banks, the LaRues bought Econo
Machine. Bernard Dick, the retiring
CEQ, is staying on as a salesman.

“Bernard has been a wonderful
mentor,” Ron said. “He has lots
of experience and has been a great
advisor.”

While Econo did large scale
machining, LaRue Machine had
smaller specialized equipment, so
the two businesses complement
each other well in production capa-
bilities and target markets.

Today the company performs a
mix of metal machining, stamp-
ing, custom and repair operations,
including CNC lathe and mill work,
tool and die making, and all types
of welding. Ron is president of the
company. Rhondais vice president,
secretary and office manager.

“Business has really opened
up after the first of the year,” Ron
said. “We’ve already hired on more
than was projected in our business
plan.”

“We’re a large, diversified job
shop,” Ron said. “We’re doing alu-
minum castings which open up the
refinery business and airlock valves
for plastic manufacturing. We do

repairs for the cement industry
and parts for Cobalt Boats, for ex-
ample.” Meanwhile, the company
still stamps parts for Corvette body
mountKkits for cars which are going
worldwide.

That’s remarkable for a fam-
ily business based in rural Kansas.
Ron and Rhonda’s son Garrett is
studying management information
systems at K-State and helping
with the business’s computers,
while daughter MaKayla is in high
school at Erie and helps run the
family cattle operation. They went
to grade school in the nearby rural
community of Galesburg, Kansas,
population 149 people. Now, that’s
rural.

From these rural roots, this Kan-
sas family is building a remarkable
Kansas business.

It’s time to leave London, where
we found a beautiful 1954 Corvette
which includes parts made all the
way over in rural Kansas.

We commend Ron and Rhonda
LaRue, Bernard Dick, and all those
involved with LaRue Machine for
making a difference with entre-
preneurship and hard work. Such
entrepreneurship can help restore
Corvettes, and it can help restore the
economy of rural Kansas as well.

has victim information

throughout the northeastern corner
of the state.

Sunday storms in southeast Kan-
sas caused hail damage in several
counties. The same storm system
caused catastrophic tornado dam-
age in Joplin, Mo.

“The department is ready to act
as aliaison between consumers and
their insurance carriers, if needed,”
Commissioner Praeger said. “We
have current carrier contact in-
formation available through our
hotline representatives. We can also
help is a consumer doesn’t remem-
ber the insurance company name or
policy number but does remember
the agent or agency name.”

Claims adjusters for insurance
companies will be working in the af-
fected areas. If aperson can’tlocate
an adjuster, contact the consumer
assistance hotline and the request
will be relayed to the insurance
company, agent or adjuster, Com-
missioner Praeger said.

The Commissioner also said con-
sumers should deal directly with the
claims adjuster from theirinsurance
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CHOICE DRYLAND AUCTION
315.95 ACRES +/- RAWLINS COUNTY

MONDAY, JUNE 13, 2011 — 10:00 AM
Chardon/Atair Room
City Limits Convention Center
2227 S. Range Avenue
Colby, KS 67701

Legal: N/2 of Section 36-T5S-R36W, less 4.05 acres,
Location: 14 miles North of Brewster to County Line - 3

FSA/CRP Information: Available to Buyer after 2011
wheat harvest which is reserved

Reservations: Sale to highest and best bidder for cash
in excess of $1,800 per acre, with reservation to Seller of a
non-participating royalty interest in 1/2 of the oil, gas and oth-
er minerals for a term of 10 years and so long thereafter as
produced in commercial quantities

Closing: 10-30 days at Atwood Abstract Co. or such other

ELLA BAER LIVING TRUST, OWNER
For more information, contact:
Gary D. Baer, Attorney, at (405) 507-7105
or Gary@Baer-Timberlake.com
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company and not public adjusters.
Public adjusters are not licensed to
provide personal insurance services
in Kansas.

More information about insur-
ance claims and storm damage is on
the Kansas Insurance Department

« Microfoil Insulation in roof & sides
« Two 9'x 8" ins. garage doors

« One 3’ 9-lite entry door

= Two 3'x 3" insulated windows

« 4 Wainscoting

+ Vented Ridge

+ 12" Soffit & fascia
+ 4" concrete floor

* For a 24'x32'x10" Garage with the same details $16,700
Prices include: DELIVERY, TAXES, & INSTALL
on your level site. Travel charges may apply

%
Quality Structures, Inc.

Richmond, KS

(800) 374-6988

30 % 40 x 10° Garage Consider the QSI Advantage
(with bells and whistles) $21 900
r

(800) 208-9167
www.qualitystructures.com

website, www.ksinsurance.org.

“Protecting Kansas consumers
is our responsibility and part of
our department’s mission,” Com-
missioner Praeger said. “We are
prepared to help when they need
itmost.”

« Free Estimates
- Free On-Site Consultation
« Fully Insured
« Pre-engineered for code laws
- Licensed ICC General Contractor
« 3-Ply Laminated Posts
(60 year warranty)
- Steel Roof and Sides
(40 yr. warranty)
« 16 colors available
« 8"0/c Post Spacing
4’0/cTruss Spacing
90 MPH Wind Load
30lb Truss Load
- Site Preparation available

Haven, KS

Call for FREE information and estimates

UNRESERVED LAND
AUCTION

Legal Descriptions

Tract 1:NW/4 of Sec. 20-11-42
Tract 2:SW/4 of Sec. 20-11-42
Tract 3:E/2 of Sec. 20-11-42
Tract 4:SE/4 of Sec. 17-11-42
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820 Acres Irrigated, Dryland & CRP
Wallace County, Kansas

Wednesday, June 8, 2011

10:00 AM, MST
Elk’s Club—Goodland, KS

Land Location: 16.7 Miles South of Kanorado on Road SH3.

This land will be offered in 4 individual tracts & combinations of tracts.

Seller:

Ann Marie Rafacz Trust

Faul &

Tharan & Carol
Culwell o E

Sutan
Vaiquez

United

Auction Services
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Listing Agent & Auctioneer .
Call For Sale Bill

Tom Harrison - 785-443-0136

Homeland Realty
Ountl‘)k & Auction Goodland, KS 67735
N

1112 Main

785-899-3060
www.HomeLandRE.com
officec@homelandre.com

Food given by group
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Mel Pfau accepted around 200 pounds of food from the Grant
Junior High Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
group last Tuesday for the Genesis Food Bank of Goodland. The
group put collection boxes in each TAroom and had a contest
between them. The winner got a pizza party. President Aaron
Avelarhands abox offood to Pfau. Other members of the group
pictured are Jordan Hopkins, Selena Acosta and Taylor Thomas.

This is the second year for the group.
Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

The 2011 Smoky Hill River Festival

For high-energy, low-cost fun, make the short drive to Salina for :
the Smoky Hill River Festival. Featuring 300 artists and I
musicians; with performances by George Clinton & Parliament :
Funkadelic, John Jorgenson Quintet, and Buffalo Rome. I
Present this coupon at the gate and save $5. :
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Everyone in your group receives the discount.
Children 11 and under are Free.

June 9, 10, 11, 12 - Salina, KS

www.riverfestival.com
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Personal Property

Jor Eric and Lenny Fleckenstein

Friday, June 3, 2011 @ 10 a.m. CT

(doors open at 8 a.m. day of sale)
At the Jennings, KS, school building (South Pennsylvania Ave.)
Jennings, KS

Antique Oak Wardrobe; End Tables; 1950’s China Hutch; Boxes
of Emergency Lights (recessed); Pine High Back Rocker; 16 ft.;
Walnut Conference Folding Table; 10 ft. Walnut Conference Table;
5 ft. Live Animal Cage; New Assorted Fed Ex Boxes; Compaq
Computer & Others; Goldstar Color TV w/remote; RCA Mag-
navox TV w/remote; Sanyo TV (all TV working); 2 Timer Clocks
(Acroprint); Pressure Cooker; C B Base & C B Equipment; Globe
Heavy duty Meat Slicer; Kitchen Utensils & Pot/ Pans; 3 Station
Bunn Coffee Maker; Sharp AR-M237 Digital Imager (copier); 3 —
4 Drawer Fireproof File Cabinets; 3 — Conference Chairs; Assorted
Office Equipment & Supplies; Dyna Star dual action 6 ft. Snow
Skis; Round Glass Top Bar Table & stool; New Doors & Frames
(interior); 2—Drawer File Cabinet; Laminate flooring (approx.) 20
Boxes; New Carpet & Padding; New Industrial Door Mats; 2-New
Rolls Vinyl Flooring; 12 Tripp Internet Surge Protectors; HP Scan-
jet 8390 Scanner; New Molding; Telephone Equipment; Whirlpool
Air conditioner; 2-Metal Shelving Cabinets; New Rolls Electrical
Wiring; Boxes New Ceiling Lights; New Vanity Cabinet; Attic Lad-
der (New); New Window Shades; Assorted Floor Tile with grout;
2-Sets of Golf Clubs; Bus TV Monitors & Aircraft Equipment;
Assorted PVC Pipe & plumbing equipment; Misc. Wood Shelving;
3—Washer & Dryer Sets; Mop Buckets & Mops; Scuba Equipment
(suit, fins); 110 V. Air Conditioners; 9-New 315/80R22.5 Truck
Tires; 1-315/12R22.5 Tire; 12 Ft. Gas powered cement skid; In-
dustrial Strength Cement Saw; Power Cement Hand Saw; 2—Hon-
eywell Electric Heaters; Scaffolding; Sears Electric Flattop range;
Drop-leaf Table & Chairs; Oak file Cabinet; Oak Bookcase; Com-
puter Desk; Sofa Recliner; TV Entertainment Center; 2 Metal File
Cabinets; Kerosene Heater; Stereo/CD/Phonograph w/ Speakers;
1996 Oskosha Cement Mixer (L - 10 Cummins Motor, 9 Sp Trans-
mission, 87,000 miles (no title)); Handy Power Washer (1000 Psi);
55 Gal. Shampoo (auto car wash); Power wise 3500 Generator;
2-Industrial Paint Guns (air powered); Sawdust Vacuum; 2—Excel
2500 Psi Power Washer; Windshield Stands; Yard Machine Mower
4.5; Metal Office Desks; Auto Matic Gate opener (new); Rubber
Boots; Wood and Pipe Vises; Wood planes; Sanders (Air); 7 Piece
Tool Kit; Tool Belts; Weber Gas Grill; Small Propane Bottles; 250
Gal. Propane Tank; Craftsman self-propel Mower; New Cabinet
Doors; Diesel Powered Generator (on skids) (Model H R 5-CS,
Model 400 FDC3043AA Cummins Engine, 240/416 V. , 346
Amps, 1540 Hours); Large Electrical Breaker Boxes; Robin 3300
Generator; 240/480 Transformer; Grizzly Combo Sander; J-Line
Shop Band Saw; 20 Grizzly Shop Planes; Stow R-2000 Econo
Roll Packer; Craftsman Jointer Model 11320621; 8” Grizzly
Jointer Model G-1018; Rockwell Industrial Lathe w/tools; Cinder
Blocks; Stanley Bench Grinder; 1990 Isuzu Trooper 4X4 (does not
run); Whirlpool Side by Side Refrigerator w/water & ice dispenser;
Comfort Glow Ventless Propane stove; Multi-Power Washer 6HP
Motor (2750 Psi Propane Heated (Like New)); Poulan Chain Saw;
Multi-Power Portable Air Compressor, Hose Reel/ Hose/ 61/2
HP; Haier 10,000 BTU Portable Air Conditioner 110V; New 8 ft.
Counter Tops; Campbell Portable Air Compressor; North Star gas/
diesel power washer, 16 hp Briggs,, 3500 psi; Aux fuel tank JD
tractor; Olson bandsaw; Marquis Gold 5500 Onan generator for
motor home; Multi power washer - like new; I/C Quiet 14.5 ohv
lawn mower engine; Floor Lamp; Office Chairs; Bookcase Desk;
Assorted Art Work; Round Table; Power Flite Vacuum; Box Fan;

Christmas Decorations; 16 ft. Christmas Tree; Fire Extinguisher.
MUCH MORE DAY OF SALE! Lunch will be served!

Tom Harrison-Auctioneer-Broker: (785) 443-0136
Tom Simpson-Auctioneer: (785) 443-1153
Bob Jones-Auctioneer: (785) 443-0138

For complete sale bill, visit: www.tntjonesauction.com




