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Cabinet maker grew business by quality

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

“One good thing leads to an-
other.” That truism applies to many
things, and it certainly applies to
the business of Homestead Custom
Cabinets. Word-of-mouth adver-
tising from satisfied customers
has helped grow the business for
this custom cabinet-maker in rural
Kansas.

Brian Logan is owner of Home-
stead Custom Cabinets near
Wamego. Brian grew up at Concor-
dia, where he attended community
college before coming to K-State.

Brian’s father was a lifelong
barber, who was also very handy in
his workshop. Apparently Brian got
those skills as well.

“I always enjoyed woodwork-
ing,” Brian said. In 1993, he went
to work for Bob Buchanan’s cabinet
shop at Wamego. Brian found he
enjoyed designing and producing
high quality cabinets.

In 2001, Bob Buchanan retired
and Brian purchased the business.
Brian also wanted to expand and
have his own building. In 2002, he
started building a new shop of his
own south of Wamego.

“We built the shop ourselves on
weekends,” Brian said. “It was me
and Archie (an older worker in the
shop) and my dad and brother.”
There was also the question of what
to name the business.

At the time the Logans were
building the building, the county
assigned aname to the roadway next
to their new location: Homestead
Road.

That name seemed to fit the cabi-
net business as well.

Homestead Custom Cabinets
became the name of this new busi-
ness. In 2003, Homestead Custom
Cabinets opened in the new shop
six miles south of Wamego, on
Homestead Road along Highway
99. It is in a truly rural location,
halfway between Wamego and the
community of Alma, population
785 people. Now, that’s rural.

The shop is new, but it is well-
connected to the past. In the lobby
sits one of Brian’s father’s old bar-
ber chairs.

Homestead Custom Cabinets
does both commercial and resi-
dential work. Their cabinets are
popular in homes and businesses in
north east and north central Kansas.
The business specializes in custom
cabinetry.

Two get scholarshlps tor Elks

Two Goodland High School
seniors have received scholarships
from the Elks.

Dayelle Waugh, daughter of
Traci and Scott Waugh, received
one of the Runner-Up Most Valu-
able Student Elks Scholarships in
the country for $4,000 ($1,000 a
year for four years). She had one
of the top two girls’ applications in
Kansas. Waugh recently attended
the scholarship breakfast meeting
at the Kansas Elks Association
Convention at Wichitaand received
aplaque.

Nathan Deeds, son of Carol and
Robin Deeds will receive one of
the Elks Legacy Scholarships for
$4,000 ($1,000 a year for four
years). Only three of these schol-
arships were given in the state of
Kansas.
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LUCKE MANUFACTURING

(800) 735-5848,

(701) 240-5953

WWW.LUCKEMANUFACTURING.COM

LAND FOR SALE

Sherman County Kansas

Lincoln n lor

$1,062,765.

Kit Carson County Colorado
640+ acres CRP

Annual payment $19,912.00.
Expires 9/30/2015. $464,000.

Dale Stull, Broker
Cell 719-349-5710
Toll Free 866-346-5710

40 acres with home, shop & other buildings. S. of Ruleton $130,000

3729+ acres grass. 25 miles south of Punkin Center. Improvements
include a home and small shop. Good water and good fencing.

Burlin, lor
6 Lots 17th & Rose $145,000
4 Lots 17th & Rose $60,000

The Land Office
—  LLC ———

www.thelandofficellc.com
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Goodland Star-News

1205 Main, Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Bird City Times
Box 220, Bird City, KS
(785) 734-2659

THE NORTONDN

TELEGRAM

215 S. Kansas, Norton, KS
(785) 877-3361

Stop throwing
away your money!

ADVERTISE WITH US!’

The Country Advocate

The Country Advocate is
DIRECTLY MAILED
to nearly 20,000 households in
Northwest Kansas,
Eastern Colorado and
Southwestern Nebraska.

We’ll help you sell your stuff!

Call us today!

CoLBY
FRrEE PRrRESs
155 W. Fifth Colby, KS
(785) 462-3963

THE OBERLIN HERALD

170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS
(785) 475-2206

Che Saint Srancis Herald

Box 1050, St. Francis, KS
(785) 332-3162

“We do all kinds of cabinetry
work,” Brian said. “Not justkitchen
cabinets, but entertainment centers,
headboards, office spaces, and even
in campers.”

He does the design the old-fash-
ioned way, with a tape measure and
astory pole.

“It’s something the old carpen-
ters used for layout,” Brian said.
“I learned it from Bob Buchanan.”
Now Brian’s son-in-law Chase is
working in the business also.

“Every job is its own job,” Brian
said. “Every jobisindividual. We’re
really good at matching existing
cabinets in a space. And we really
emphasize quality.”

“When you open (a cabinet) up,
you can see how it’s made,” Brian
said. “We use 3/4 inch plywood
rather than particle board. Some
people use particle board which is
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cheaper, butitis also heavier which
really isn’t needed. I don’t want to
getinto thelower end cabinets. And
we finish the inside of our cabinets
too, so they are finished inside and
out.”

This emphasis on quality has paid
off in terms of the business. Brian
gets lots of return business, repeat
customers, and word-of-mouth
marketing.

“Word of mouth, referrals, and
repeat business have been my best
advertising,” Brian said. There
seems to be a ripple effect when he
works on projects.

“We were working for a fam-
ily at Alta Vista, and then the son
needed something done,” Brian
said. “When the in-laws saw it, that
turned into a project for them. And
then the sister wanted something.”

Brian has appreciated the support
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Absolute Land Audion

Monday, June 13th, 10 a.m. CDT

at Captains Hooks Diner
Intersections of Hwy. 27 & 36, Wheeler, KS.

160 acres of Cheyenne County KS. Land
For Better Horizons LLC
SW 14 14-3-42
Buyer to receive landlords share of 2011 wheat crop.
Prime Western Kansas farm land.

For more information, complete sale bill and pictures go to
www.goodlandhomestead.com
Contact Terry L. Richardson, Broker/Auctioneer
785-899-2328, 800-974-2426 or 785-899-8094 cell
Homestead Realty & Auction
1023 Main, Goodland, KS.
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REALTY AND AUCTION

1023 MAIN - GoopLAaND, K§ - 67735

he’s received in the community.
For example, he has done projects
for the local vet clinic, hospital,
museum, city hall and library. At
the Wabaunsee County Courthouse,
he did a project in the Register of
Deed’s office. It went so well that the
county attorney wanted something.
That led to projects for the traffic
division, county treasurer and then
the county clerk. Wow.

“One good thing leads to an-
other.” Yes, that’s been the path of
business growth for Homestead
Custom Cabinets.

We commend Brian Logan for
making a difference with his hard
work and emphasis on quality
craftsmanship.

For rural Kansas, let’s keep the
good things coming.
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REALTY AND AUCTION

TERRY RICHARDSON
OwNER/BROKER/ AUCTIONEER
auctions@goodlandhomestead.com

785-899-2328 or 800-974-2426
www.goodlandhomestead.com

it goes further east.

Colby Post Office changes wiill
affect Goodland businesses!

The potential processing changes at the Colby Post Office will have an affect to
all the surrounding post offices who deliver mail to Colby to be processed before

The study being done would move the processing of mail to Salina for both Colby
and Hays sectional centers. The Post Office official was quick to say this would
not close the Colby Post Office.

What he did admit is the change would move the collection times for surround-

ing post offices up by as much as three hours. That means —if the proposed change
is approved — any mail not at the Goodland post office by 1:45 p.m. would not go
out until the next day. Currently the truck leaves Goodland at 4:40 p.m. with the
mail going to Colby.

The proposed change would not mean all the mail would go to Salina to be
processed. Mail for the 677 zip code would remain in Colby to be processed. For
businesses in most of northwest Kansas a majority of the mail stays in that zip code,
but it would have to be on the same truck as the mail going on to Salina.

Businesses, and this newspaper, depend on timely delivery by the United States
Postal Service, but the collection time change may cause some delivery problems.
At the newspaper we will be looking at options. It is hard to think about moving
everything up three hours to get the same delivery as we enjoy now.

For those who want to enter an opinion about the changes letters can be
mailed - by Tuesday, May 24 —to Consumer Affairs Manager, Central Plains
District, Box 19904, Omaha, Neb., 68119.

— Goodland Star-News Editor, Tom Betz

Like The Goodland Star-News
on Facebook today
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Keep the fire of hope burning
by purchasing a luminaria candle
in memory of someone lost to cancer,
in honor of someone still fighting,
or in special recognition of someone who
has beaten this dreaded disease.

ReLAY FOR LiFE oF SHERMAN COUNTY
Friday & Saturday — June 3 & 4

at the High School Track behind Vo-Tech

Complete this form and send it along with your donation to:
The Goodland Star-News, 1205 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

Name:

7p.m. to 7 a.m.

Address:

City:

Daytime Phone:

Please join us for the luminaria ceremony at 9 p.m.

$10.00 per luminaria please!
[1 Inhonor of

[ Inmemory of

[ Inhonor of

[ In memory of

[ Inhonor of

[ In memory of

Total Enclosed:
Make checks payable to: The American Cancer Society




