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Cedar to have festival reunion of country music

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Are you going to a reunion this
summer? No, not a family reunion,
a festival reunion. In June, a rural
Kansas community is hosting its
tenth and final annual country music
festival, with a reunion of perform-
ers through the years.

Lowell Lydic is organizer of this
annual music festival. This year’s
event is called the Cedar Depot
Festival Reunion, because past
performers are invited. The num-
ber and quality of the performers
is amazing, considering that this
festival is held in one of the smallest
communities in Kansas.

Lowell Lydic’s career with the
DEKALB seed company took
him to Illinois, Arizona, Texas and
Kansas. While in Arizona, he got
involved with the Rex Allen Mu-
seum and then became active in the
Western Music Association.

He continued that involvement
after moving to the small rural
community of Cedar in northwest
Kansas. He and his wife Nancy met
lots of western entertainers, includ-
ing Janet McBride from Texas.

Janet was performing at a festival
inNebraska,so she stayed at Lowell
and Nancy’s home. Lowell said,
“The next morning she got up and
looked at the park across the street
fromour house and said tous, That
would be a pretty place to have a
festival.” I said we were talking
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about restoring the old depot over
there so maybe we could pull that
together.”

Janet agreed to perform and they
scheduled the festival. On Memo-
rial Day weekend, with a couple
of flatbed trailers by the depot as a
stage, more than a thousand people
showed up for the Cedar Depot
Festival.

It went so well that it became an
annual event and was moved to the
weekend after Memorial Day so
as to have space for lodging. The
event has grown to include three
days of shows, stages in two parks,
musical workshops and equestrian
performances.

It’s a remarkable happening for
a small Kansas town. After all,
Cedar is a town of 17 people. Now,
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that’s rural.

What is life like in a town of 17
people? Lowell Lydic said, “Well,
my wife and I are both on the city
council and my brother-in-law is the
mayor, and if you don’t show up in
church, you are missed.” How does
a town of 17 host a music festival
for a couple thousand people? “It’s
taken the cooperation of everyone,”
Lowell said. People help from all
over. “Some 60 RVers will camp at
Cedar,” Lowell said.

Do you know of any other town
of 17 people that has two parks?
Lowell explained that there was alot
in town with a falling-down house
and brush around it that needed to
be cleaned up. Lowell and Nancy
bought it for a park and dedicated it
to the memory of their sonJim, who
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had died in a tragic poisoning inci-
dentin Arizona. Volunteers pitched
in and today, it is a beautiful park.

2011 will mark the tenth year of
this amazing event, but the decision
has been made that this will be the
last. This final show is called the
Cedar Depot Festival Reunion,and
performers through the years will
be invited back - including Janet
McBride, who will be selling her
autobiographical book.The festival
will be dedicated to her husband,
who passed away in December
2010.

Daytime shows will feature more
than 40 performers at Cedar, with
cowboy church on Sunday. Friday
and Saturday night concerts will be
held at nearby Smith Center High
School with headliners like Maggie

Mae, anationally known performer
from RFD-TV.

“We’re especially proud of how
we’veinvolved and encouraged the
young people,” Lowell said. The
festival has provided opportunities
fornumerous youngsters to perform
and get a start here. In fact, a group
called the Talented Teens will open
each evening show. For more infor-
mation, go to cedar-depot-festival.
com.

Are you going to a reunion this
summer? Not a family reunion,
a festival reunion. We commend
Lowell and Nancy Lydic and all
those involved with the Cedar Depot
Festival for making a difference by
enhancing their community with
country music. It sounds like a great
place for any family to reunite.
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