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Entrepreneurs band
together for support

By Ron Wilson
Director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute
for Rural Development
at Kansas State University

“Go EAST, young man.” Wait a
minute, didn’t that famous saying
say, “Go west, young man?” Yes,
in 1865 the editor of the New York
Tribune, Horace Greeley, wrote “Go
west, young man” in his newspaper,
urging enterprising young men to
migrate to the west. Today young
people can still find entrepreneurial
opportunities, butthey don’thave to
go any further west than Kansas. In
fact,today we’ll learn about a group
which is encouraging enterprising
people in Kansas, and it happens to
use EAST as its acronym. EAST
stands for Entrepreneurs Achiev-
ing Success Together. Appropri-
ately enough, it is based in eastern
Kansas.

Keyta Kelly is, among several
other things, a member of EAST
- Entrepreneurs Achieving Suc-
cess Together. EAST is a group of
entrepreneurs and small business
owners in Leavenworth County
who have come together to network
and support each other.

Keyta credits Gary Walker with
the inspiration to create the EAST
group backin2010. Gary, aKansas
State graduate, is a financial ser-
vices planner in Tonganoxie. As he
observed entrepreneurs and small
business owners in southern Leav-
enworth County, he conceived the
idea of a business support network
through which these businesspeople
could help each other through mu-
tual referrals.

Some people gottogether and cre-
ated this organization whichbecame
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known as EAST: Entrepreneurs
Achieving Success Together. Since
Tamalways a sucker fora good acro-
nym, I was intrigued with this group
when I had the opportunity to learn
about them. But more important
than the name is the way this group
has come together and grown in sup-
port of rural entrepreneurs.

Keyta Kelly is one of those small
business owners and entrepreneurs.
She and her husband have their
own independent law firm in Ton-
ganoxie.

Keyta and Gary Walker talked
about this idea of bringing business
owners together and decided to give
itatry.

“If there’s value in this, then
people will embrace it,” Keyta
said. The group meets for breakfast
every Friday morning to network
and make business referrals to each
other.

“It started as a simple referral
group, butithas really blossomed,”
Keyta said. People did indeed em-
brace it. A recent meeting of the
EAST group in which I participated
had some 45 local entrepreneurs and
business people attending.

The mission statement of EAST
is “to bring a community together
by nurturing and caring for our
businesses while working toward
a common goal of adding value to
each other.”

Keyta emphasizes several ele-
ments of that mission statement.
The first is unity - having people
work together. A second is commu-
nity, and growing their hometown.
Another is caring for their busi-
nesses, and the last is adding value
through mutual support.

Now the EAST group represents

people who are sharing resources,
knowledge and beliefs and sup-
porting each other through encour-
agement, training and education.
Notably, this is not part of some
top-down, federal initiative. It is
a group of local citizens who have
voluntarily chosen to work together
for mutual benefit.

These businesses are primar-
ily based in southern Leavenworth
County, which takes in several com-
munities. That includes rural com-
munities like Linwood, population
378 people. Now, that’s rural.

Leavenworth County is also the
site of the 2011 Kansas Sampler
Festival, as we learned last week.
In fact, the director of the 2010-11
Kansas Sampler Festival is none
other than Keyta Kelly. She is ex-
cited about the festival and what it
will offer in the county.

“There’s no better entertainment
value,” Keyta said. “It’s a one-stop
shop where visitors can sample all
there is to see, do, hear, taste, buy
and learn in the state.”

Go EAST, young man. No, that’s
not the same as Horace Greeley’s
historic admonition for enterpris-
ing young people to go west. But
back in those days when ambitious
young people came west, they came
to places like Leavenworth County
in Kansas. Now many Kansans can
go east to find the Kansas Sampler
Festival as well as the EAST group
of local businesspeople. We salute
Keyta Kelly, Gary Walker, and all
thoseinvolved with the EAST group
for making a difference by support-
ing Entrepreneurs Achieving Suc-
cess Together. Go, EAST!

Based on positive academic performance, attendance
improvement, positive attitude or random acts of kindness,
the student nominees this week are: Brianna Salina and

Berkley White

These students receive an Activity
Period Pass. These students were ran-

Brianna Salina, Sophomore
Nominated by: Mrs. Graybill
Parents: Manuela Hernandez

The

domly selected from all nominees and
will receive a local food gift certificate,
special parking, first in lunch line and
recognized throughout the community!

Proud Sponsor this week:
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1205 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS « (785) 899-2338

Nominated by: Mr. Raymer
Parents: Brandon and Denise White
Activities: Volleyball, basketball, soft-
ball, track, band, science olympiad

Activities: Volleyball

Berkley White, Freshman
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April 2, 2011

at the Wal-Mart Lawn and Garden
Grand Opening between 1-3 p.m. MST

Stop by the Take Charge Challenge booth and learn how you can help our
community win $100,000 efficiency prize, by just making the switch! Sign
up for a home energy audit.

Sign up now for a free DIY Energy Audit Class being offered to the
public on Saturday, April 2, 2011 from 1-3 p.m., at the Wal-Mart Garden
Center. This class will equip you with information to assess your home’s
energy efficiency and to make changes that can save you money and ener-
gy. The first 10 individuals to sign up will receive a $25 voucher for energy
efficient product from one of the local home center. For more information
or to sign up early contact the City Office at 890-4500 or Matt Breininger at
Millers Home Center 899-2386.

Scouts at work

urday atthe Goodland United Methodist Fellowship Hall needed any refills on soup or drinks.. They

served vegetable soup, chili, cobbler and drinks. Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

matters of record

Real Estate

David Phillips and Lori Phillips
convey and warrant to Daniel B.
Schields, Lots 9, 10, 11 and 12,
Block 24, Beahm’s Addition to the
City of Goodland.

Bryan C. Hatcher and Cinda A.
Hatcher to Christopher L. Soehner
and Leanna M. Soehner, a tract
of land in SE/4 of Sec.14, T8S,
R40W.

Lance Thrig and Debra A. Ih-
rig quit claim to Lance Ihrig and

DebraA.Ihrig, trustees of the Lance
and Debra Thrig Revocable Trust
dated March 17,2011, all of Sec.2,
T8S, R39W; NE/4 of Sec.12, T9S,
R40W;SW/4 of Sec.3,E/2 of Sec.9,
andall of Sec. 10,T10,R40W;N10’
of Lot 11 and all of Lot 12, Block
31,Beahm’s Addition to the City of
Goodland.

Rodney A. Gartner and Rita M.
Gartner to Heather Goodwin, the
N40’ of Lot 8 and S20’ of Lot 9,
Block 37, Academy Addition to the

LAND FOR SALE

Arapahoe County, CO
CRP Parcels:

1280+ acres......$479,000
640+ acres........ $407,000
640+ acres........ $366,550
320+ acres........ $206,500
478+ acres........ $255,000
320+ acres........ $191,500
281+ acres........ $134,000

Dale Stull, Broker
Cell 719-349-5710
Toll Free 866-346-5710

Sherman County Kansas

40 acres with home, shop & other
buildings. S. of Ruleton $130,000
Lincoln n lor:

3729+ acres grass. 25 miles south of
Punkin Center. $1,062,765

Burlington, Colorado
6 Lots 17th & Rose $145,000

4 Lots 17th & Rose $60,000

The Land Office
SN ) ——

www.thelandofficellc.com

City of Goodland.

Marshall C. Squires II and Con-
nie Z. Squires convey and warrant
to Marshall C. Squires II, Connie
Z. Squires, and Shirley M. Watson,
all of Lots 9 and 10, Subdivision
of Block 75, Original Town of
Goodland.

Need your lawn power
raked or fertilized?

41 years in business!

Call (785) 899-2288,
leave message. /

Jim & Avis Alcorn

Scott & Shelly Angelos
Kim Artzer

David & Char Avila

Deb Bantam

Peggy Berls

Mike & Tia Brannick
Amy Cebula

Mike & Glenda Cochran
Bill & Nancy Cole

Bryce & Jessica Cole
Randy & Anita Coleman
Anne Coon

Kendall & Jacque Cooper
Gregory Craig

Melvin & Julie Crow
Greg & Shannon Cure
Travis & Melanie Daise
Julie Dautel

Jeff & Jill Deeds

Steve & Colleen Duell
Aaron Duell

Nancy Farris-Partida
Angela Ferguson

Dave & Denise Floyd
Katie Fulwider

Patrick & Erin Gleason
Curt & Tina Goodwin
Teresa Gotchall

Bailee Guyer

Doug & April Hall

Mike & Krista Hamilton
Jay & Jo Herl

Gennifer House

Harlan & Cora House

Ying & Kin Huang
Lance & Deb Thrig
Larry & Rita Ihrig

John & Brandy Jones
Travis & Sarah King
Brian & Rochelle Kling
Frank & Cheryl Linden
Brian & Janda Linin
Trevor & Sarah Linton
Tim & Connie Livengood
Tom & Penny Livengood
Karen Loudon

Jack Lucas

Linda Lucas

Ron & Debbie Lucas
Jeff & Nona Mason
Susan McCall

Larry & Brenda McCants
Jeris McCombs

Doug & Calli McDaniel
Stephanie McGinley
Emily McQuitty

Marty & Kathy Melia
Johnny Mercer

Jeremy Mills

Jack & Becky Mitchek
Gary & Barb Mosbarger
Jim Mull

Tara Mull

Devlin Mull

John & Dana Murray
Jane Myers

Tim & Jill Neitzel

Carl & Elmarie Nelson
Janice Pearson

April 5th!

We proudly support the school bond issue, please join
us in voting yes on April 5th.

Darol & Carrie Peter
Michael Pettibone
Gordon Pettibone

Pat Pickett

Kevin & Kim Rasure
Deb Raymer

Donald & Aileen Raymer
Steve Raymer

Jay Sanderson

Kevin & Jenifer Sanderson
Dale & Jacque Schields
Brad & Dana Schields
Ron & Marsha Schilling
Becky Schulte

Kelly Selbe

Penny Sheldon

Rich & Kody Simon
Carolyn Slattery

Gary & Diana Slough
Gary & Deb Smith
Terry Smith

Rue & Marilyn Sowers
Rachel Stasser

Dale & Iva Lee Stephens
Karen Stone

Bob Studer

Karen Sullivan

Terry & Shari Taylor
Kent & Dixie Teeters
Chris & Karla Thompson
Sandy Timm

Ron & Judy Vignery
Leon & Mary Volk
Denise White

Dave & Mariel Wiegers
Chuck & Alicia Wilkens
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