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Sen. Moran faces questions about cuts, programs

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Once his opening remarks were
completed, Sen. Jerry Moran
opened the town hall meeting on
Thursday to more than 50 people
who were at Western State Bank for
his 43rd town hall visit, and the first
to Goodland since his election to the
U.S. Senate.

The firstquestion from Bud Perry
was, “When is the budget going to
get balanced?”

Morantalked about aletterhe had
written to President Obama saying
he has not seen any evidence the
Presidentis willing to reduce spend-
ing. He said in the last message the
President said he wanted to cut $4
billion dollars. Moran said that is a
lot of money, but itis less than what
is added to the deficit each week.

“Itis going to take alot more than
that,” he said.

He said he wants to pass a constitu-
tionalamendmentrequiringabalanced
budget. He said he has not seen any
evidence Congress or any administra-
tion have the discipline to say NO.
We need to put in place restrictions
that require reductions and we need a
constitutional amendment.

“My pointto President Obama, in
the absence of the constitutional re-
strictions,” he said, “you can count
thatI will vote againstextending the
national debtceiling.Ithink until we
start saying NO it just keeps going
and there is always an excuse. This
is the moment in which I see —more
than the continuing resolution and
whether the government gets shut
down — those of us who believe we
have to control spending want a
significant reduction or we are not
going to raise our debt ceiling and
this is the time to get the books back
in balance.

“Not with my vote are we rais-
ing the debt ceiling unless there is
significant spending reductions and
a framework for constitutional and
statutory changes to keep us from
getting back in this position again.

“I didn’t answer your question.
At least we both know that. I know
[ didn’t answer your question.”

The crowd laughed and Perry
rephrased his question to “What is
going to happen if we don’tbalance
the budget.”

“Inmy view we willhave alower
standard of living for every Ameri-
can,” Moran said. “We will have
higher interest rates and have infla-
tion return, and then those who lend
us money will decide we are not
credit worthy, and they will not be
willing to loan us money and will
raise the interest rates.

“The third largest component of
our budget is the interest we pay
on the national debt, and that is ata
time when the interestrates are atall
time lows, next to nothing. If inter-
estrates were where they have been
historically, our interest payments
would be five times what they are
today, creating more problem.

“At some point in time, China or
others are gong to say we donot trust
you to pay us back, and as the inter-
est rates go up they are not going
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live theirlivesinaspecial way,and thatneeds to
be preserved and carried on for another genera-
tion of Kansans.

“Itis achamber of commerce point of view,”
he said. “We should have a little prosperity and
it should be carried on for our future. Agricul-
ture is important to our people.”

Moran said he had visited with Goodland
Regional Medical Center representatives about
dialysis,and said many of those in Washington
donotunderstand the rural experience, and that
the town may be small enough to be worried if
there is not a grocery store or a hardware store
intown.

He said education is an area where he has
tried to keep down the rules, and said the No
Child Left Behind was a program he voted
against because he feels it created a problem.

“Those are the issues I am about,” he said.
“There are broad national issues that have to
be addressed, and our focus has to be be about
jobs and business expansion and getting our

“I' have said in the last 42 stops that we have
sometimes rewarded elected officials who got
things done for their people. I think that is not
true any longer and we have to tell people we
cannot do these even if they are good ideas.

“I worry that what we see in Washington is
a constant battle. We have become immune to
the balance the budget argument. There are real
consequences if we do not balance the budget
for everyone in the country.

“There is a positive aspect: to put people to
work and grow the economy. It means some
changes on the regulations, like from the
Environmental Protection Agency, and on the
tax code.

“We brag about reaching agreement on the
Bush tax cuts, but it is really only for two years
and we have not solved the problem. This cre-
ates uncertainty about what to do in the future,
and from my view we have to get a handle on
the spending and it has to be reduced. We are
operating on a continuing resolution that was
extended until April 18, but this is the smallest
spending piece.”

get,and the continuing resolution is holding the
spending at the same level as last year.

“Thisis aterrible way to budget and does not
move you anywhere,” he said. “We have to get
to the long term on what we do with the budget
in the next several years.”

He said Congress has to deal with Medicare,
Social Security and entitlement spending.

“We have lots of things we have done to get
into this shape,” he said. “We have to solve it,
and we have to make sure Social Security is
solvent.”

He said to solve the budget it will take both
parties and the president.

“I am sorry to hear we cannot do anything
because itis an election year,” he said. “Wash-
ington has an election every two years so when
are we going to get anything done.

“I feel we have to get something done and
have the agreement of the Democrats, Repub-
licans and the President.”

Moran then opened the meeting to questions
from the audience.

financial house in order.

He said the last Congress failed to pass abud-

to loan us any more money and the
consequences to us are real. This is
not just some academic philosophi-
cal discussion going on in Wash-
ington. Everybody in this room,
their children and grandchildren are
going to pay the price of what I think
is a very selfish and wrong kind of
attitude abouthow we spend money
in this country.”

Ben Duell said he supports Mo-
ran, and wondered if he sends $100
to the Tea Party, do they share any
of that with the good guys like
Moran and Representative Tim
Huelksamp.

Moran said he does not feel the
Tea Party shares their money, and
he does not know anything about
their fundraising or what they use
the money for.

“The thing about the Tea Party,”
he said, “is it is so grass roots there
is not an organization among those
groups,soldonow know what they
would do with your $100.”

One lady suggested she was
stepping on some toes, but said she
feels there needs to be less lawyers
in government and more business
men and business women who un-
derstand assets and liabilities, and
not be lawyers.

Moran said she was stepping on
his toes, “butitdoes not bother me,”
he said. “I practiced law in a small
town and understands what it takes.
Tactually chose to go to law school
because it was an opportunity to
live back home. Itis a profession in
which I can find work and not have
to go off to the city.”

He said he is often supportive of
candidates — who he wants to vote
for — someone who is outside poli-
tics who hasn’trun for office before,
never held office or who has run a
business.He said Sen. Ron Johnson,
who is the new senator from Wis-
consin, was a manufacturer, and he
brings a great perspective to Wash-
ington about how to create jobs and
whatittakes for abusiness person to

make a decision on expanding.

“The most common conversa-
tion I have with business owners in
Kansas today,” he said, “as I walk
through their plant is they feel their
governmentis against them.Itisnot
that government is neutral, itis what
do they do to make it more difficult
for the owners to stay in business. It
is the message about how we create
jobs we desperately need.”

Another person said he was disap-
pointed in the government plan to
cut 100 percent of the funding for
public broadcasting. He said the
Smoky Hills Public Broadcasting
operation helps bring good pro-
grams and educational programs to
the people of northwest Kansas. He
said he could see some cuts, but not
100 percent.

Moran said there are no extrava-
gant thrills at Bunker Hill, the head-
quarters for Smoky Hills Public
Television.

Another question was about cut-
ting agriculture programs, and the
person said he was all for cutting
the fat, but not the meat. He said the
good programs under the farm bill
ought to be preserved.

Moran said he was unable to be
a member of the Senate Ag Com-
mittee because Sen. Pat Roberts
is the ranking Republican on that
committee. Moran said he did land
onthe Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee and the Ag Appropriations
sub committee, where he will have
some decisions about the farm bill,
and will be working on environmen-
tal regulatory hurdles putin front of
farmers and business people.

He said the actual farm bill is
down to about 12 percent of Ag
Department spending. When they
are talking about cutting it, the 12
percent affects farmers, and not the
82 percent that is food stamps and
other programs.

Greg Nemecheck, from Western
Prairie RC&D, said they have lost
the money, and had a message from
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TAKE CHARGE CHALLENGE
GOODLAND EVENT

April 2, 2011

at the Wal-Mart Lawn and Garden
Grand Opening between 1-3 p.m. MST

Stop by the Take Charge Challenge booth and lear how you can help our
community win $100,000 efficiency prize, by just making the switch! Sign
up for a home energy audit.

Sign up now for a free DIY Energy Audit Class being offered to the
public on Saturday, April 2, 2011 from 1-3 p.m., at the Wal-Mart Garden
Center. This class will equip you with information to assess your home’s
energy efficiency and to make changes that can save you money and ener-
gy. The first 10 individuals to sign up will receive a $25 voucher for energy
efficient product from one of the local home center. For more information
or to sign up early contact the City Office at 890-4500 or Matt Breininger at
Millers Home Center 899-2386.
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the USDA that the coordinator has
been given a two week notice.

He said rural development is
what RC&D does. He asked what
they could do about losing that
program.

“Youdon’thavetoconvince me,”
Moran said, “but everything is on
thetable.Zeroing outaprogram that
works is wrong.”

Moran said he likes the flexibility
of the RC&D program. He said he
supports what the House passed and
wants to get back to 2008 spend-
ing. He said it is that small slice of
spending, but said it does not mean
eliminating this type of program.

“I am sure in the House,” he said,
“toalotof people rural development
doesn’t mean much.”

Moran was asked about an airport
being planned in Rooks County.The
lady said she was told it was $12
million, and wondered if that was
wasteful spending.

“Why did you put an airport up
there for 5,000 people when they are
cutting education by $6 million,”
she said.

Moran said it was combining into
one airport to serve Stockton and
Plainville. He said the money is gen-
erally federal ,butthe money is from
the Federal Aviation Administration
and is based on an airport plan. He
said not every airport qualifies.

“It had nothing to do with the
home town of a Senator,” he said.

was an amendment on the floor to
not fund smaller airports. He said
the amendment was not to cut the
money, but to shift it to larger air-
ports. He said he did not think that
was a very good idea.

“The FAA taxes themselves,”
said Ken Klemm, who founded the
local Tea Party, “and that money
goes into a separate pool that goes
to airports. It is a different pool of
money.

“I support you 100 percent in
what you did and know you are get-
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ABSOLUTE LAND AUCTION

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2011 @ 10 AM CT
At Captain Hooks Diner, Wheeler, KS
SELLER: Nancy Weinstein

Legal SE 4 19-4-38, Cheyenne County, KS.
Located 4 miles west & 4 /4 miles south of Bird City, KS. 160
acres CRP with contract ending Oct, 2011

For more information contact Terry Richardson, Homestead
Realty & Auction 1023 Main, Goodland, KS.

Terry Richardson Broker/Auctioneer 785-899-2328 or 899-8094
Complete sale bill on www.goodlandhomestead.com.

ting heat about not raising the debt
ceiling, and that is one reason we
are here to support you to show that
you are right.

“We are going to have to have
some cuts. Government needs to get
out of the farming business, the car
business and broadcasting business.
There has to be some changes.”

“I am a believer the federal gov-
ernment ought not to be involved
in things better left to the states,”
Moransaid.“Tamabelieverthatthe
government closest to the people is
the better. What happens in Rooks
County...itis better for Rooks Coun-
ty to make their own decisions about
what they want.

The 10th Amendment is the one
about separating the powers, and
for some reason our courts have not
strictly interpreted that.”

Moran asked the audience what
they felt about the American in-
volvementin Lybia. He said he was
not sure what we are doing there.
and asked if the people felt America
ought to be there.

One lady said America needs to
get out of civil wars.

Another person asked if we got
the check from them before we sent
the weapons in.

Moran said he was concerned
the President went to the United
Nations to get permission, and not
to Congress. He said he has voted to
withdraw from the UN several times
because he feels the UN has become
something totally different.

He said he felt it was better to
have the Arab League behind the
actions.
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OwNER/BROKER/ AUCTIONEER

auctions@goodlandhomestead.com

785-899-2328 or B00-974-2426
www.goodlandhomestead.com
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AbsoluTte AucTion for THe John CARpeNTER ESTATE
John’s Welding & Machine Shop

Saturday, April 2, starting at 10 a.m CDT
Sale location: 416 Rock Island Avenue, Brewster, KS..

All pictures on www.goodlandhomestead.com/auction

Real Estate Selling at 2 p.m. CDT: 416 Rock Island Avenue, Brewster, KS.

Legal: A tract of land 250’ x 300’ in Brewster Sub Division

Taxes: $109.84

Terms: $2.500.00 down day of auction, Balance at closing on or before May 2nd, 2011.

Title insurance and closing fees to be paid /> by buyer and % by seller. 2011

taxes prorated to date of closing. Richardsons Homestead Realty is a representative of the seller and
shall not represent the buyer. Announcement day of sale shall take precedence over printed material.

VEHICLES: TRAILERS: 1992 Lincoln Towncar, loaded, leather, showing 69,000 miles; 1992 Ford
pickup, 4sp W/overdrive; 1972 Chevy C50 truck, 16’ box & hoist, 366 motor; 1988 Ford Fiesta ; 1974
Ford F350 dually, 4sp, W/boom (John’s service truck); 1960’s Ford F750 cabover truck, box, hoist, does
not run; Ford Superior school bus converted to portable work shop; Small Ford car, does not run; 16 steel
flat bed trailer; 20’ trailer W/front dolly wheels; Small 3 wheeler trailer; 40’ storage van, excellent condi-
tion; 10 x 42’ 1 bedroom mobile home (to be moved). WELDERS, TOOLS, TORCHES, MILL-
ING MACHINE: (Note: When John went to buy new tools or supplies he bought 1 or 2 extra “just in
case” We will have several TRAILERS FULL of high quality tools and supplies. Way to many to list.)
Bridgeport milling machine, set up for 220; Miller; Bobcat 225 amp portable welder, less than 5 years
old; Powermax 900 plasma cutter; 3 Ridgid cutoff saws, 1 new; Ridgid 12’ miter saw; Makita elect. jack
hammer; Bosch hammer drill; Makita cutoff saw; Ramset Loadmaster cement gun; New Cummins 9500
Ib winch; 4- New 12V 20001b winches; 3-New 12V — 30001b winches; 1-New 12V 95001b winch; Ridgid
portable air compressor; 10-15 hand grinders of all sizes; Star pop rivet gun & fasteners; Several cord-
less drills, Makita, Dewalt; Hein-Werner port-a-power; 4 Bench grinders; 2 Porpane cutting torches; 10”
Table Saw; Large Shp air compressor; 12V air compressor; Sand blaster; Elect post hole digger; Chain
Saw; 3/4”, 1/2”, 3/8” & 1/4” socket sets; Truck load of hand tools; Cabinet full of welding rod; Lots &
Lots of welding supplies; New cutting torch gauges; New air hoses; New jack stands; Craftsman tool box
currently full of tools; Set of metal drawers on rollers; Motor Stand; Several welding benches; Box full
of hole saws; All sizes of drill bits; Large tap & die set; Several Extension ladders; Battery charger on
cart; 110 gal pu fuel tank; Several hyd jacks. IRON: New 2x3 tubing; New grating; Several I Beams;
Flat & angle iron; 20 - I beams from missile silos; Cold roll pieces; Iron rack trailer; Lots of scrap iron.
MISC.: Several new trailer tires; 650 & 500 gal propane tanks; Alum. cross box tool box; Paint shaker;
Yard drag; New cases of oil, lubricants; 3 - 4’ x 6’ tempered glass pieces; Several large hyd cylinders;
10hp gas motor; 3 valve greasing valve; Tarps; Hobart meat grinder; Ant. Cement mixer; New Mr Heater
portable propane heaters. HOUSEHOLD SPECIAL: Consew leather sewing machine, only 2 years
old; Matching Whirpool washer & dryer, 3 yrs old; GE refrigerator W/ice maker; Chest deep freeze;
Sanyo portable TV; Several storage cabinets ; Several boxes of 78 records; Metal porch swing

Many more misc. items. For more information contact Terry Richardson, Homestead Realty
& Auction, 1023 Main, Goodland, KS. 785-899-2328, 899-3093 or cell 899-8094
www.goodlandhomestead.com
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www.goodlandhomestead.com
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