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from our viewpoint...

Improved decorum 
speech background

Kids and their ‘smart’ phones

No matter what people thought of President Barack Obama’s 
second State of The Union address the atmosphere was much 
calmer than his first speech a year ago.

Part of the difference, of course, was the request by Sen. Mark 
Udall of Colorado to have the senators and representatives sit 
together and not by political party. The evening was marked with 
many senators from opposite sides of the isle sitting together and 
with that the loud applause and booing from the year before was 
mostly absent.

The experts say this was the most watched State of the Union 
speech in recent history, and many probably watched to see if the 
Congress could find a way to behave.

Sixty members of the house and Senate signaled their support 
for the plan, and members of both houses sat with members of 
the opposite party. Groups included Arizona’s house delegation 
of five Republicans and two Democrats (with an empty chair for 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords), the Colorado delegation sat together as 
did past presidential candidates John Kerry and John McCain and 
campaign leaders John Cornyn and Patty Murray.

Legislators wore black-and-white ribbons in honor of the 
victims of the shooting.

Early in the speech President Obama said, “It’s no secret those 
of us here tonight have had our differences. The debates have been 
contentious; we have fought fiercely for our beliefs. And that’s 
a good thing. That’s what a robust democracy demands. That’s 
what helps set us apart as a nation…Tucson reminded us that no 
matter who we are or where we come from, each of us is a part of 
something greater.”

Without the rousing clapping and cheering for each specific part 
of the speech the interruptions were few, but a few things got good 
responses including a call for a better school program.

President Obama said it was good to have a new sense of pur-
pose for both sides, and said that it was nice to see the members of 
Congress getting along. he said the real test would be in the future 
when both sides face the issues and find mutual solutions.

he called for cutting government spending, but at the same 
time said he did not want to see the government fail to invest in 
infrastructure and in biomedical research, information technol-
ogy and clean-energy technology to help the country compete in 
the global market.

To pay for the investment side President Obama said he was 
going to ask for an elimination of subsidies to the oil companies. 
he quipped that based on prices the oil companies seem to be 
doing fine on their own.

The one obvious split in the chamber came when Obama said 
he was willing to work with the Congress to improve and make 
changes to the Affordable health Care Act, but that he would veto 
any attempt to repeal the law. Most of those standing to applaud 
were Democrats who helped support passage of the bill nearly a 
year ago. he said he would support the elimination of the small 
business paperwork requirement for 1099’s, and that got general 
applause from both sides.

Following the speech many agreed it had been a more subdued 
atmosphere, and for some it was they had actually sat and listened 
to what the President said. 

Many comparisons are being made between Obama and President 
Ronald Reagan who pledged to cut taxes, increase defense spending 
and balance the budget in his first State of the Union speech.

Opportunities to see if the two parties can work together are 
coming soon. Those will be the real test of whether things have 
changed inside the beltway. – Tom Betz

Today’s kids have the “Smartest” telephones 
of all time. No debate there. And I invite them 
to take a trip with me back 60 or 70 years to 
get some kind of feel for this thing we cherish 
so openly.  

When I was growing up our telephones were 
thought to be as far advanced as they could 
ever get. I was born in November of 1934 and 
probably became aware of telephones when I 
was around five or six years of age.

Believe it or not, but I  remember telephones 
that allowed you to listen to other peoples 
conversations. Granted, it wasn’t the thing 
to do but the word “temptation” pretty much 
won out. If they were naming telephones back 
then, like they do these days, those probably 
would have been called something like the 
“Informer.” You knew every bit of gossip along 
your party line. 

People with these telephones were as-
signed rings. Your phone might have three 
rings if the call was for you, four if it was for the 
neighbor north, or two if it was for the neighbor 
south. Etc. When the phone rang in our uncle 
and aunt’s farm home (Ambrose and Adelia 
Brungardt) we would quickly turn around 
to watch whoever answered it to see if they 
were listening in or taking a call for them. At 
times we were given the phone to briefly listen 
to the conversation on the other end. Wow, that 
was always a big deal! The phone consisted of 
a large wooden box, with two bells on the front 
along with a protruding thing to speak into. 
The receiver was on the left and on the right 
was a crank to get the operator’s attention. 
You needed to do that every time you wanted 
to make a call.     

We didn’t have one of those “informers” 
in our house in town. We had a different kind 
of telephone. When you took the receiver off 
the hook a voice would say, “Number please.” 
You would give the operator the number you 
wanted to call and she did the rest. I remember 
yet today my Dad’s work number was 262 and 
our home number was 986. 

Just when we thought the telephone com-
pany could offer nothing more, low and behold 
they came up with the dial telephone. Yes, a 

DIAL telephone. You didn’t need an operator 
anymore, all you did was take the receiver off 
the hook, listen for a sound, then take your 
finger and dial the number you wanted. They 
won’t be able to top that....we thought. 

Well, fast forward. Today’s telephones do too 
much. Seemingly too much talking just to be 
talking. And they give you news. They provide 
weather forecasts. You can exchange pictures 
with family or friends. Play games. Watch TV. 
And more. To an older person like me, I just 
look and shake my head in disbelief. But that’s 
okay I guess, because older people are sup-
posed to exercise and shaking one’s head over 
these advanced technologies would be one 
form. See, there’s a health benefit built in!

The remarkable thing about today’s tele-
phone is just about everybody has one and they 
take it every where they go, kind of like Mary’s 
little lamb. And no matter the age, it seems 
there’s a phone involved. They tell me the first 
word new babies now say is, “taaafone.” We’ve 
gotta’ thank Alexander Graham Bell for the 
phone and also Graham Crackers.

With today’s phones, you determine what 
kind of available sound or sounds you want 
to draw attention from a caller. Mine is called 
“Newage Tone.” It’s a snappy little thing, grabs 
my attention, pronto!  

Oops, gotta’ go! My pants pocket is vibrat-
ing (someone is calling). Yes, you can have 
your phone do all sorts of crazy stuff in your 
pocket.

End of history lesson on one of our most 
popular items. 

    –––––
here are a few things I thought about while 

relaxing in the recliner with a cup of hot coffee 
the other morning:

1. Where does President Obama sneak to 
when he wants to smoke?

2. You can’t escape seeing pictures of Sarah 
Palin. She’s all over the place. But the place I 
hope I never see her picture is....at the post 
office!

3. Is it just me or have you noticed some aw-
fully loud television commercials? I wonder 
where the Federal Communications Commis-
sion is. If I recall correctly, the FCC established 
a rule (or whatever it is they establish) a few 
years back that said commercials can be no 
louder than the sound coming from a regular 
program. helloooooo, FCC! 

4. Keith Olbermann has called it quits at 
MSNBC. Thank goodness. I thought his 
“Countdown” show had become sarcastically 
hateful the past couple of years. But don’t wor-
ry about Keith, he was under a four-year $30 
million contract. he isn’t going to starve! 

5. Mitt Romney, Ron Paul and Tim Pawlenty 
were the top three vote getters (in that order) 
in a straw poll taken at the recent New hamp-
shire Republican Party statewide gather-
ing. Sarah Palin was tied with two others in 
fourth place.

I still bet when the smokes clears, Romney 
will be the party’s presidential nominee in 
2012. I feel it in my bones. 

–––––
I am going to begin, in my next column, 

using some of your comments as they apply 
to the stuff (oh, how I love that word) I write. 
If it’s OK for me to use your name and city, 
please let me know; if you’d rather I just use 
your initials with no city name, let me know. 
I’m getting some real interesting stuff and 
would like to share it with all of you. Join the 
responders. Thanks in advance. And for benefit 
of my new readers, my e-mail is milehitom@
hotmail.com

–––––
One of my grandsons asked me the other 

evening how old I was. I told him I really didn’t 
know. he told me to look in my underwear. 
“Underwear?” I quizzed. “Yes grandpa,” 
he said, “mine says I’m 4 to 6.”

––––– 
have a good evening!

To the Editor:
On behalf of The Salvation Army and those 

whom we serve, we would like to take this op-
portunity to say “Thank You” to all your read-
ers who helped make this another successful 
Christmas Season.

As always, we are grateful to everyone who 
donated their time to bell ring throughout the 
holiday season, as well as the businesses that 
supported our Red Kettle Campaign. These 
volunteers and all who helped by filling the 
red kettles and mailing in contributions have 
made a huge impact on our efforts.  

Because of the generosity throughout the 

community, our neighbors in need are re-
ceiving help not just at Christmas time, but 
throughout the year. Thank you for playing 
such an important role in the work of The Sal-
vation Army where you live! We are grateful 
for the generosity of those who give their time 
and treasures so freely to help people through-

out the community.
If you are interested in donating or volun-

teering during the coming the year, please 
call 1 (800) 336-4547 extension 368 for more 
information. You can find out more informa-
tion about The Salvation Army’s service in 
this and other communities at www.kansas.
salvationarmy.us.  

May God Bless you!
Brian Carroll
Service Extension Director
The Salvation Army Kansas and Western 

Missour

The Salvation Army thanks you
nwkansas.com  
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Letter Policy
The Goodland Star-News encourages 

and welcomes letters from readers. Letters 
should be typewritten, and must include 
a telephone number and a signature. 
Unsigned letters will not be published. 
Form letters will be rejected, as will let-
ters deemed to be of no public interest or 
considered offensive. We reserve the right 
to edit letters for length and good taste. We 
encourage letters, with address and phone 
numbers, by e-mail to: <star.news@nw-
kansas.com>.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 hart Senate 
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. 
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts .
senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, Russell Senate 
Office Building RM C-4, Washington, D.C. 
20002. (202) 224-6521; 

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 1st Congres-
sional District, 126 Cannon House Office 
Building, Washington D.C., 20575-1601. 
(202-225-2715)

State Rep. Rick Billinger, Docking State 

Office Building Rm 724, Topeka, KS 66612. 
Phone (785) 296-7659, cell (785) 899-
4770, home (785) 899-5824. E-mail rick.
billinger@house.ks.gov.

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol 
Building, Rm. 225-E, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, 
Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail address 
— ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General, 301 S.W. 10th, 
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785) 
296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 
291-3767
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