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from our viewpoint...

Credit card reform
nota great favor’

You may have noticed that Congress did you a favor last year
and made it next to impossible to get a new credit card, then told
the banks to raise your interest on the ones you have and to kill a
few million trees with long, complicated statements.

Thanks a lot, Congress.

Actually, Congress said it was passing credit “reform” legis-
lation which would “protect” consumers and make the banking
system safer. “Protect” apparently means the same as “gouge”
in Washington, however.

The main results of this “reform” seem to be higher rates — from
8,9 or 10 percent for the best customerto 11,12 or 13 percent—and
a sharp cut in the number of card offers people get.

The other main result was to make credit less attractive just
when the economic recovery was about to pick up steam. It could
have used a kick in the pants from credit-card spending, but that
didn’t happen.

So, what have we learned, other than to be wary of congress-
men bearing gifts?

One is we usually are better off before Congress “reforms”
something. Another is any “reform” usually winds up being cor-
rupted by lobbyists for those who need reforming. Thus, we see
record profits from big banks who only a couple of years ago were
begging for a bailout.

It’s hard to see how either consumers or the economy benefited
from this bill. The original bailout was a little more straight for-
ward. Had the big banks been forced into bankruptcy, the recovery
would have been much longer.

However, a system that results in bigger and bigger banks,
all “too big to fail,” is not a good one. The government needs to
put some teeth back in the antitrust laws and reverse this trend
toward bigness.

If we restore competition and at the same time enforce the
penalty of failure and bankruptcy for bad operators, then the
banking system might just prosper. It already works for smaller
banks. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. stands by to pick up
the pieces.

Competition might even bring back lower rates and better ser-
vice for credit customers, at least the good risks. Although that
would be asking a lot after “reform.”

It’s an old saying, but true, no one’s life or property is safe so
long as the legislature is in session. That, unfortunately, goes
double for Congress. — Steve Haynes

Letter Polic

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters
from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star.news@nwkansas.com>.
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School board makes effort to inform voters

To the Editor:

I’m writing you this letter to first thank the
District and School Board for all their efforts
in getting us the information on the new school
bond issue.

All the meetings have been very beneficial
and I have learned so much from all of them.

Secondly, a word of thanks goes out to the
Bond Committee for getting the word out to
the public to attend the last meeting. The lunch
room at the school was packed and that means
our community is concerned with the impact
anew school will have to them.

Whether you have a child,a grandkid, niece
ornephew in school, this bond issue will affect
everyone living in Sherman County.

In Tuesday’s paper, you saw the figures of
what the renovations would cost,how it would
affect your pocket book. One thing I noticed
not published in the paper was that Superin-
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tendent Shelly Angelos and the school district
have applied for part of the stimulus money
the state of Kansas has. That is we have an ear
tag on getting $5 million dollars (if the bond
passes) plus if another district in Kansas votes
No on their bond, we get their share.

That is FREE interest money we can put
towards our $14.9 million, which would lower
your share on your property taxes. This is a
onetime shot at getting this money, and if we
don’t pass the bond issue in April, that money
is all gone and we pay the full price.

I would encourage each and every one of

the citizens to think how this will impact our
kids. Having a K-6 all in one building would
be wonderful. For families that have multiple
drops to make each morning and picking up in
the afternoon, the time it would save for them.
Plusit would ensure the safety of the kids. The
proposed gym with the FEMA shelter would
keep them safe during any storm.

Education is very important to our kids and
having them inupdated buildings where in the
dog days of August, they can be cool plus in
the winter days, everyone has heat and good
windows to keep the heat inside.

These are allimprovements thathave needed
to be done for some time and we have the op-
portunity to get them done.

Jeris McCombs

Goodland

What about West Elementary?

To the Editor:

Nothingis ever said about West Elementary
School in the newspaper. So is it supposed to
be torn down, remodeled or what?

Ruth Nichols

Kanorado

Editor’s note: At each public meeting the
future of West Elementary has come up and
addressed. At the first meeting in October the
existing building committee felt “West could
be sold to be remodeled into possibly an as-
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sisted living facility and the playground could
be given to the city as a park.”

West is seen as the second most salable
school property after the administration build-
ing on Main.

The decision behind deciding to renovate
North School is it is the best location with the
most available room, Board President Chuck
Wilkens said in October. North has more prop-
erty to work with than West Elementary and is
the best location. West Elementary is located
within two blocks of a highway, which makes
itmore vulnerable to security problems. Since
North school is closed the renovations would
not impact students.

Kansas has always had strong communities

One hundred fifty years ago this month,
Kansas became the 34th state in the union. His-
tory tells us this was no easy task. The names
prominently displayed around the House
chamber attest to the strength and determina-
tion of our founders.

Too often we have let film “westerns” define
Kansas as astate built by rugged individualists
out there on their own in a harsh land and con-
quering it. What is missing from these tales is
the story of community. Yes, these were rugged
individuals who worked hard and struggled
before succeeding. But they were people who
recognized the power of community. They
did not stand idly by while their neighbors
perished; they took care of each other and they
built vibrant towns.

Think of the former slaves who banded to-
getherto establish Nicodemus, a thriving com-
munity on the prairie. Think too of the people
of Lawrence who collectively rebuilteach time
their community was burned to the ground.
Remember the Kansas farmers who held their
communities together through the years of the
dust bowl. And think today of the people of
Greensburg who refuse to let a little thing like
a catastrophic tornado wipe them off the map.
Together, in a spirit of community, they are
building a new and better Greensburg.

Back in the 1850s and 60s, our founders
understood and cherished this commitment
to community. They deliberately put in their
founding documents arecognition itis critical
to provide for the improvement of the state as
awhole.

Kansas has a long tradition of outstanding
public schools, technical and community
colleges and superb four-year universities.
From pre-school through PhD, Kansas public
education delivers.

Kansas has built and maintains an excel-
lent road and highway infrastructure to move
manufactured goods and agricultural products
from production to distribution safely and
efficiently.

Kansas citizens are kept safe by public safety
officers, firstresponders and highway workers
ready at a moment’s notice to clear our road-
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ways of ice and snow.

And Kansas has a long history of ensuring
firstrate care for our most vulnerable citizens.
We provide services and resources for those
with developmental and physical disabilities,
for our seniors in need of assistance, for those
suffering from mental illness, and for those
who simply need a helping hand in difficult
times.

Butin the years since the 2008 financial cri-
sisand ensuing recession, we have experienced
real challenges and real hardship. The budgets
for those services that support communities
and enhance our quality of life have been
slashed and services have suffered.

Funding for every state function has been
dramatically reduced and as a result, school
employees and programs have been elimi-
nated,highway projects puton hold, tuition has
climbed dramatically, public safety officers
have been forced to take on extra duties as
personnel have notbeen replaced,and perhaps
most tragic of all,disabled citizens eligible for
services have died while on a waiting list for
those services.

We acknowledge the hard work of the Par-
kinson administration and the Kansas House
and Senate in the 2010 session. The passage
of a temporary tax increase kept things from
getting even worse. We know we are not yet
out of the woods. While the economy is in
recovery, it is a slow recovery. This is a time
to be cautious.Itis not the time to cutrevenues
and put the budget back into crisis. It is a time
to seek stability and commit to the promises
made by our founders.

Kansas must recognize the spirit of com-
munity and common good that brought New
England Free-Staters to the prairie and gave
them the strength to establish this great state.
We must band together in common purpose

like the people of Lawrence in 1863, the people
of Nicodemus in 1877, the farmers who held
to their dreams through the dust bowl of the
1930s, and the people of Greensburg today.

As we enter the legislative session, let us
take another lesson from movie westerns. This
is the time to “circle the wagons” and defend
our communities. The strength of Kansas, the
appeal of Kansas is not in beautiful beaches
and majestic mountains. Our strength lies in
our commitment to communities that support a
quality of life that is second to none. Quality of
life — education, infrastructure, public safety.
and care for our neighbors who need our help
— is our best tool for economic development
and prosperity.

Continuing to support, fund and deliver these
services is not optional or a luxury —it is neces-
sary to preserve our way of life in Kansas. This
is who we are. In the toughest of times, remain-
ing committed to those values of “who we are”
defines us now and for generations to come.

We call upon Governor Brownback, the
members of the State House and State Senate
and all Kansans to recommit ourselves to a
Kansas that cares; a Kansas that honors hat
work; and a Kansas that values community
good. We must preserve and enhance those
things that make Kansas great.

The member organizations of Kansans for
Quality Communities and our constituents
stand ready to help.

Association of Community Mental Health
Centers of Kansas; Disability Rights Center of
Kansas Rocky; InterHab Resource Network
for Kansans with Disabilities; Kansas Area
Agencies on Aging Association; AFT - Kan-
sas; Kansas Association of School Boards;
Kansas Citizens for the Arts; Kansas Families
for Education; Kansas Health Care Associa-
tion; Kansas National Education Association:;
Kansas Organization of State Employees;
National Alliance on Mental Illness - NAMI
Kansas; Olathe Schools First; Oral Health
Kansas; and Statewide Independent Living
Council of Kansas



