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High Plains in moderate to severe drought

By Kevin Bottrell
kbottrell@ nwkansas.com
With more than three months of
unseasonably dry weather and no
end in sight, Sherman County and
much of western Kansas is being
listed under drought conditions.
The U.S. Drought Monitor at the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln
lists most of northwest Kansas as

under moderate drought.

Moderate drought means the area
has seen two to three inches less
moisture than usual, the monitor
says. (See drought.unl.edu/dm/
DM _highplains.htm)

So far this year, Sherman County
has recorded .19 inches of rain
or snow compared to its normal
.23 inches. The National Weather
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sheriff vehicle following.

The state dispatcher told the
troopers the use of deadly fire if
needed had been authorized.

A minute later Trooper Frey said
he had fired shots at the Toyota and
the car had stopped about two miles
north of Brewster.

Shortly the troopers reported
having the female in custody and
shortly after they had the male
driver in custody.

The Goodland ambulance was
brought to the scene to treat and
transport the male driver who was
shot in the upper left back.

When the dust cleared the Good-
land ambulance took the male driver
to Goodland Regional Medical Cen-
ter and a Sheriff’s deputy followed
the ambulance to the hospital.

Sherman County Undersheriff
Roger Studer had picked up the
chase at the Goodland exit and

transported the female passenger to
the Sherman County Bastille.

The chase lasted about 20 minutes
and covered about 30 miles across
Sherman County and into Thomas
County.

Kansas Trooper Lt. Kevin Win-
ston was called to the scene and di-
rected the handling of the evidence
and vehicles. He had the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation called to
investigate the shooting.

Trooper Frey’s car with bullet
holes was escorted back to Good-
land, and secured at the Sheriff’s
office.

Sheriff Butts said the male and
female remained unidentified as of
Monday morning. He said finger-
prints had been sentin on the female
and fingerprints had been taken on
the male driver. The male driver was
flown to a Denver hospital.

Because of the Martin Luther
King holiday the KBI was unavail-
able for further information.

service recorded .15 inches in De-
cember and Sherman County fin-
ished the year with 19.46 inches of
moisture .3 below the annual aver-
age of 19.76. For most of the year
Sherman County was ahead of the
average until it got dry in October,
November and December. The area
received .06 of moisture and 1.5
inches of snow on Dec.31.

Monday a series of rain storms
drifted across the area bringing
light rain and .09 of moisture by
9:30 a.m.

The National Weather Service is
predicting predicting below normal
moisture through the month of Janu-
ary.The Drought Monitor indicates
the drought should increase in west-
ern Kansas through February.

Thomas County Extension Agent
Clint Milliman said the area has
been getting close to drought condi-
tions for several months.

Thisisacritical time for the wheat
crop,hesaid,becauseithasn’tgone
dormant yet. Wheat goes dormant
when the soil temperature gets be-
low freezing every night, he said.
Until then, the plants continue to
grow and any moisture from rain
or snow will soak into the unfrozen
ground, helping the wheat establish
good roots. If those roots aren’t
well-established, Milliman said,
farmers will see a lot of the plants
simply blow away over the winter.

Worse still, the dry weather may
delay some wheat from sprouting,
which will reduce yields.

“Anything thatsproutsinthe spring
instead of fall will bring 50 to 60 per-
centyield loss,” Milliman said.

U.S. Drought Monitor

Kansas

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

January 11, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
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Current | 17.63 | 82.37 | 4385 | 3.48 | 0.00 | 0.00
LastWeek | 4763|8237 | 2874 | 3.48 | 0.00 | 0.00 '
(01/04/2011 map)
3 Months Ago | g3 53 | 1677 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
(10/12/2010 map)

Start of
Calendar Year | 17.82 | 82.18 | 43.85 | 3.48 | 0.00 | 0.00
(12/28/2010 map)

Start of
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(09/28/2010 map)
One Year Ago 444 09| 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
(01/05/2010 map)

Intensity:

DO Abnormally Dry
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D2 Drought - Severe

- D3 Drought - Extreme
- D4 Drought - Exceptional

The agent said the lower yields
will hurt area farmers, especially
after the good yields of the past
several years. Last year saw a wet-
ter fall and winter and an extra-wet
spring, with enough rain in July to
delay harvest.

“The moisture was there to get
it started,” Milliman said. “This
year, the wheat has already been
hit hard.”

Milliman said some farmers may
end up tilling their wheat fields and
replanting them with corn in the
spring.

Dave Floyd, warning coordina-
tion meteorologist with the weather
service in Goodland, said one of the
main contributing factors to the dry

winteris LaNifa,colder-than-aver-
age sea temperatures in the Pacific.
Amoderate to strong La Niflameans
thunderstorms generate in the South
Pacific near Indonesia rather than
near Hawaii or South America, he
said, affecting weather over the
continental United States.

“It’s sort of a trickle-down ef-
fect,” he said.

Inwinter, the jetstreamis over the
High Plains, bringing in the drier air
from the LaNifia. Floyd said the sea
temperatures swing one way or the
other every three to five years.

There could be other contribut-
ing factors, he said, such as Arctic
Oscillation, weather patterns that
swing back and forth over eastern
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BusiNess Loop
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317
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Canada and the Arctic every week
or so, but the sea temperatures are
the most predictable.

“There are other things that can
influence winter as a whole,” he
said, “but the most predictable is
the La Nifa-El Nifio ocean water
swings, and we’re in a moderate to
strong La Nifia right now.”

Floyd said current weather mod-
els predict the La Nifia influence in
western Kansas will continue until
late spring or early summer, when
the jet stream usually moves north
to the Canadian border.

Combined rates are

available to feature your services
in the Star-News and

The Country Advocate.

Come join us! Stop by
or give us a calll We
have a lot of special
functions planned for
2011. Also check out
our new web page!
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* Golf Tournaments
-Call now, dates go fast!

* Private Parties

* Receptions

* Social Meetings

* (lass Reunions

* Special Sunday Brunch

* Country on the Green
-summer fest music

e Monthly Entertainment specials

* Entra Club Golf reduced fees!
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Scott Sitzman
Residential & Commercial HVAC
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New Installations-Replacements-Service
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Better Water. Pure and Simple™
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Heating 7Air
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577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

www.plainsheating.com
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