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Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

www.shelterinsurance.com

“Seek Shelter Today!”

Committed to serving the 
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door
716 W. Highway 24, Goodland  •  (785) 899-3064

Pro Floor 
Care

FreeEstimates
Cleaning 

Northwest 

Kansas one 

house at 
a tim

e!

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration   * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance

Proudly offering 
wide variety of 
cleaning products 
for Commercial 
and Residential

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
www.profloorcareandsupply.com We don’t cu

t co
rners

We C
lean

 Them

Scheopner’s Water 
Conditioning, Inc. 

904 Main, Goodland                           
(785) 899-2352

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Better Water. Pure and Simple™
Quality Service 
since 1948

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.
Combined rates are 

available to feature your services 
in the Star-News and 

The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory  
785-899-2338

Plains Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Leon Kelly

Residential & Commercial HVAC
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: (719) 775-2914    Toll Free: (800) 678-2914
Fax: (719) 775-9596      Email: plahtg@co-isp.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado 
for 35 years!”

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! 
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

Scott Sitzman

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

www.plainsheating.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years, 
and now serving Western Kansas!”

FREE ESTIMATES! FREE ESTIMATES!

FORD-MERCURY, INC.
DAN BRENNER

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

222 W. HWy. 24,  I-70 BusIness Loop

GoodLand, Ks  67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770

(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS

785
899
5770

Something New is Happening at:

Sugar Hills Golf Club
• Golf Tournaments
        -Call now, dates go fast!
• Private Parties
• Receptions
• Social Meetings
• Class Reunions
• Special Sunday Brunch
• Country on the Green
        -summer fest music
• Monthly Entertainment specials
• Entra Club Golf reduced fees!

Come join us! Stop by 
or give us a call! We 
have a lot of special 

functions planned for 
2011. Also check out 
our new web page!

sugarhillsgolf.com
6450 Rd. 16, Goodland • (785) 899-2785

www.plainsheating.com

PS Homeworks
Commercial or residential 

cleaning and painting
Experienced, insured and professional!

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly or for a 1 time event

   Help Us Help You!  Call (785) 821-0055

NEW SYSTEMNEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANINGWINDOW CLEANING

SERVING THESERVING THE
GOODLAND STAR AREAGOODLAND STAR AREA

SINCE 1992!SINCE 1992!

~ FREE ESTIMATES ~~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

785-462-6995785-462-6995
800-611-6735800-611-6735

WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

Chris and Beth Lewon 650 N Grant Colby KSEldean and Janet Griffi th  155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
egriffi th@st-tel.net

Serving Northwest Kansas 
& Northeastern Colorado  

since 1992!

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Let this space 
work for you!

Call 
785-899-2338 

today!

City begins studying power contract options
By Tom Betz

nt.betz@nwkansas.com
Goodland buy electrical power under a 

contract with Sunflower Electric, and the 
contract has more than a year to go, how-
ever, another option will be discussed at the 
next meeting on Monday.

City Manager Doug Gerber said he felt 
the decision the commissioners will be 
making is one of the most important, and he 
feels it would be good to have a review of the 
existing power purchase contract and what 
the city may be looking at in the future.

Gerber said he and Rod Blake, power 
plant superintendent, thought the Sun-
flower contract would be up in May, but a 
check with Sunflower officials found that 
the contract had been extended one year to 
May 2012.

“With the power contract coming up,” 
Gerber said, “we want to position Goodland 
in a position to be flexible and be able to deal 
with the power system in the future.”

He said representatives from the Kansas 
Municipal Energy Agency will be at the 
city meeting on Monday, Jan. 17, to talk 
about the possibility of the city joining the 
Electric Management Project 2. He said 11 
cities have banded together to buy and sell 
electricity as a group and the agency is the 
intermediary who the participating cities by 
and sell through.

He said the agency has a group EMP1 
composed of nine cities in the extreme 
eastern portion of the state.

Gerber said Beloit, where he was em-
ployed before moving to Goodland, was a 
founding member of EMP2.

“I am not convinced it will bring value 
here,” he said, “ but felt it could be good 
to visit about the existing system and the 
options.”

He said it can take up to a year to do a 

power study, and with the extension of the 
Sunflower contract it is good to have the 
extra time.

Blake said the city has a current contract 
with Sunflower for firm power and that 
the city is located about in the center of 
Sunflower’s territory and surrounded by 
their power lines. He said the city owns 
seven miles of 115kv line that connects with 
Sunflower’s system.

He said the city’s working relationship 
with Sunflower is fine, but the feeling is 
the city lacks flexibility except for the pos-
sibility of the energy center and the city can 
purchase hydro power from the Western 
Area Power Authority.

“The positive is we are the largest load 
center in northwest Kansas,” he said. 
“When the van hit our pole east of town on 
the weekend Sunflower did not hesitate and 
sent a crew out to get it repaired.

“Yes it was costly, but have been more 
costly if we had to run our power plant for 
those two days.”

He said the city has not received infor-
mation from Sunflower about the contract 
renewal, but the KMEA group is in the 
market now.

“It is good to be shopping, Blake said. 
“We need to look at the options. We want 
to now what the options are for the city. 
Doug and I don’t see a major savings with 
the power project, but the project could 
open doors.”

City Commissioner John Garcia said it 
was his understanding that Sunflower owns 
the transmission lines, and if the city was not 
using their contract the city would have to 
pay a transmission charge.

Blake said that was true, and the city al-
ready pays a fee on the 4 mega watts of firm 
power, and have a 1 meg of power above 
that. He said the city would have to buy 

power for generate anything over that.
City Commissioner Rick Billinger asked 

about the price for powe.
He said the price for power from the 

KMEA group is looking compatible with 
what Sunflower has charged. He said the 
price quoted to the city was close to what 
the city is paying.

Billinger asked if the new plant approved 
for Sunflower in Holcomb would make any 
difference.

Gerber said he doesn’t think that would 
make much difference in what the city can 
do.

He said a couple of the member cities of 
the EMP2 project are Russell and Pratt. He 
said Russell has a new plant and are com-
petitive on their power prices.

Billinger said the city is buying firm 
power and the extra needed.

Blake said the city purchased a little over 
56,000 mega watts of power and produced 
less than 500,000 kilowatts of power.

“We are talking about $3 million in pur-
chase power,” he said. “We want to make 
sure we get the best deal and reliability. We 
have to bring out the scale and see what is 
the best option.”

Gerber said he felt it was good to talk with 
the KMEA people. He said he thought the 
project brought good things to Beloit where 
he worked.

“There is something of a bias in the 
group,” he said, “Pratt is the furthest west 
member they have.

“Guessing at what is going to happen,” he 
said, “as we see gas go over $3. We feel the 
city is in a good position. Sunflower wants 
to retain us as a customer and KMEA wants 
us as a customer. There may be others who 
want us, and there are some new lines being 
proposed. The city was a member of MEAN 
in Nebraska.”

He said the city would have to enter into a 
study with the Southwest Power Pool about 
the power network. He said the KMEA 
people believe it is not a problem to get the 
power to the city.

Commissioner Dave Daniels said he felt 
the city had some options in purchasing 
power, but the transmission problem was 
a mess.

Blake said the Nebraska people said they 
could give the city the power, but couldn’t 
get it to the city. He said he feels the system 
has improved over the years and the power 
companies have gotten some of the bugs 
out. He said something has changed that has 
made it easier to get the power to the city.

Daniels asked how long the KMEA group 
has been around.

Gerber said he thought the EMP2 project 
started about five years ago, and the EMP1 
was started prior to that.

He said the power project has had some 
hiccups. He said he went to meetings when 
in Beloit, and he and Rod have gone to a 
couple of meetings to learn more about the 
project.

He said he approached KMEA about do-
ing an EMP3 with western power plants, 
but it did not fly.

Mayor Josh Dechant asked what the price 
looked like.

Blake said the city is paying $53.55 
blended in with all the tariffs, and the 
KMEA was right in there. He said every-
body selling power is in a competitive situ-
ation and about the same price.

Gerber said it was good to have a contract, 
and said the city has the guy who knows how 
to handle things, but that Rod is not going to 
be here forever. He said KMEA can help.

“I would anticipate Sunflower will be 
competitive,” Blake said, “I would recom-
mend that when Sunflower brings some-

thing to the table we need to look at the 
flexibility. It is smart to lock in firm power, 
but when it comes to the non firm we don’t 
want to be restricted.”

Gerber said he agreed the city’s key bar-
gaining position is to keep the city flexible 
on the non firm.

He said he thought the KMEA people 
would push for a quick decision, and he 
feels the city ought to push back and take the 
time to go ahead and do the power study. He 
said one thing is to see who is going to pay 
for that. He said he has been told it is a nomi-
nal fee, but does have a specific figure.

“If we are the largest load out here Sun-
flower doesn’t want to lose us,” Garcia 
said.

Blake said he felt that was true.
Gerber said there are other groups, but 

if Sunflower would lose they would like to 
lose to KMEA who they deal with. There is 
Midwest Energy. They buy some of their 
power from Sunflower.

“We are all connected,” Blake said, “we 
don’t want to bite the hand that feeds us, but 
we don’t want to be held captive.”

Check The 
Goodland 
Star-News 

out on 
Facebook


