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Abilene restaurant scene of presidential paddling

By Ron Wilson
Director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute
for Rural Development
at Kansas State University

“Paddled a President.” How’d
you like to have that on your re-
sume? Today we’ll learn about a his-
toric Kansas restaurant founded by
a remarkable woman who, among
other things, gave the President
of the United States a swat on his
bottom with a wooden paddle. And
it didn’t happen when he was just
a kid, it happened when he was 75
years old!

Now another generation of ares-
taurant family is maintaining and
enhancing the traditions that this
remarkable woman began.

Todd and Tammy Kuntz are the
owners of Mr. K’s Farmhouse Res-
taurantnear Abilene. The restaurant
was originally founded as Lena’s.

Miss Lena Benson grew up at
Abilene and considered herself a
tomboy. On a trip to Kansas City
she saw a fortune teller who said

she should be selling foodstuffs to
the public. She didn’t want to be in
akitchen,buteventually entered the
restaurant business.

Her first restaurant consisted of
twotables, four chairs,and a counter
with six stools. Lena served fried
chicken, potato salad, and pork
sandwiches at 15 cents each. Wow.

One day she was tarring a roof
on one of her buildings and her hair
caught fire. She was trapped in the
building. According to legend, she
feared all was lost but looked out a
window, saw a neighboring farm-
house on a hill, and was convinced
thatit was her destiny. She dove out
the window and saved herself.

She bought that farmhouse and
opened a restaurant there in 1939.
It was known as Lena’s. Lena ex-
panded the restaurant and the busi-
ness through the years. One of her
traditions was that guests who came
to the restaurant on their birthday
would receive a swat from a wood
paddle.

Many guests received a paddling

public notice

through the years,butin 1963,Lena
received a visit from Abilene’s fa-
vorite son, Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Ike had just finished his last term as
President. He ate at Lena’s around
his birthday - but she didn’t paddle
him. When the regulars heard about
this break with tradition, they let
Lena know. And when Ike came
back in 1965, Lena presented him
a surprise birthday cake - and then
proceeded to give him a swat on his
keister.

Apparently the President was
very good natured about all this and
autographed the paddle. Would the
Secret Service let someone getaway
with that today?

Anyway,Lena’s was quite aland-
mark through the decades.In 1974,
she closed the restaurant and retired,
living there for another 20 years.

In 1994, a couple named Ed and
June Kuntz were out for adrive near
Abilene when they drove by Lena’s
house and spotted a “for sale” sign
there. Ed and June already owned
restaurants in Abilene and they saw

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SHERMAN COUNTY,
KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
JACK KAMPER, Deceased

No. 10 PR 02
Petition Pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION FOR FINAL SET-
TLEMENT

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that
on the 14th day of September,
2010, a Petition for Final Settle-
ment was filed in this Court by
Sally Koepke, as Administrator
of the Estate of Jack Kamper,
praying for a final settlement of
the estate, approval of his acts,
proceedings and accounts as
administrator, allowance for at-
torneys’ fees and expenses, and
for determination of the heirs
entitled to the estate.

You are hereby required to file
your written defenses theretoon
or before the 8th day of October,
2010, at 10:00 0’ clock A.M., on
said day, in said Court, in the
City of Goodland, in Sherman
County, at which time and place
said cause willbe heard. Should
you fail therein, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course and upon said petition.

Sally Koepke,
Petitioner

VIGNERY & MASON L.L.C.
214 E. 10th, P. O. Box 767
Goodland, Kansas 67735

Telephone: 785-890-6588

Attorneys for Petitioner

Published in The Goodland
Star-News, Friday Septem-
ber 17 and 24 and October 1,
2010.
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(800) 735-5848,

(701) 240-5953

WWW.LUCKEMANUFACTURING.COM

LAND FOR SALE

Ki rson n lor
5308+ acre ranch. Grass, dry
land, CRP north of Seibert-
Price Reduced was $2,654,000
Now $2,554,000

Dale Stull, Broker
Cell 719-349-5710
Toll Free 866-346-5710
www.thelandofficellc.com

The Land Office

Burlington lor:

6 Lots 17th & Rose $145,000

4 Lots 17th & Rose $60,000
Sherman County Kansas

40 acres with home, shop & other
buildings. S. of Ruleton $130,000
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Wheat sign-up deadline is September 30!
Our company can write loss checks in the field!
Come see us!

EKLUNDS

FIRST INSURANCE

Eklund’s First...Clients First
eklundins @eklundins.com
1617 Clark, Goodland, KS 67735 ¢ 1-866-291-9164
133 N. Main, Sharon Springs, KS 67758 ¢ 1-866-291-9165

47 MORTON BUILDINGS, INC.

Due to an overwhelming response, all of our Kansas State Fair specials will end 9/29/2010. If
you wish to take advantage of these offers, please contact your local office today.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL: 30’ x 60’ Open Sided Shelter
(3 - 20’ open bays) starting at $12,994.

Call your local Morton Buildings office today for details and to schedule an appointment
Price, construction details, and materials are subject to change without notice. Certain
features may be non-stock items. Offer ends 9/29/2010. ©2010 Morton Buildings, Inc.
Morton Buildings is a registered trademark. All rights reserved.

800.447.7436 www.mortonbuildings.com

ones made by DePuy and

second hip replacement.

915 W, Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, A7 85013

Urgent news for people who had

HIP REPLACEMENT

Several hip replacement systems used since 2003, including
Zimmer, have been recalled or
had sales suspended due to an
If you had or need a second hi
replacement or are having unexpected hi
us now for a free consultation at 1-800-THE-EAGLE (toll-free).
No fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only
in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)
www.1800thccaglc.com

increased need for a

roblems, call

1900 Air Drill
4510 14ft Disk Chisel and more
w/photos, descriptions,

and bidding online 1)

WARREN GAT
INTERNET AUCTION

Bidding starts to close Wed., Sept. 29 at 12 P.M.

All assets sell to the highest bidder regardliess of price!

Tractors: 1D 9620 4WD; JD 9520 4WD, JD 9320T,
New Holland TJ375 4wWD, JD 7830, CAT CH45
Combine: CAT Lexion 480 RWA Cotton Stripper:
JD 7450 RWA Hay Equipment: Mac Don 9300
Swather; 16 ft Swather Head; (2) Challenger LB44
4x4 Larger Square Baler; Challenger BA4 Large
Square Bale Acculmulator Planting Equipment: |
White 8500 Centrill Fill System 16R30 Planter; JD

Tillage Equipment: Sunflower

urple wave
Purp

CONSIGN LEARN MORE & BID NOW! |
purplewave.com

Aaron McKee TX Lic #16401 | 10% buyers premium applies

.

auctione

Jllem #3143
06 NH TI375 4WD w/blace
866.608.9283

the opportunity to expand. They
bought Lena’s place, shortly before
she passed away. They remodeled,
expanded and opened the place as
Mr. K’s Farmhouse Restaurant in
1995.

Now their son Todd and his wife
Tammy own and operate Mr. K’s
Farmhouse Restaurant. They have
skillfully maintained Lena’s tradi-
tions, such as authentic pan fried
chicken, great salad dressings,
delicious steaks, homemade pies
and - oh yeah - birthday paddlings.
In fact,one room of the restaurant is
known as the Eisenhower Room. It
includes photos and paintings of the
Eisenhowers plus chairs where Tke
and Mamie sat and a paddle which
Mamie autographed.

The building is a genuine farm-
house. It has a down-home feel.
For example, the restaurant sells
cookbooks from churches in nearby
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Kansas Department of Commerce
Travel & Tourism Division

Kansas City Renaissance Festival
September 4-October 17, Bonner Springs
Weekends, Labor Day & Columbus Day
10a-7p. 15 minutes & 500 years from
Downtown KC. Just off 1-70 at exit 224
then north on K-7. kerenfest.com

Cornstock Festival & Concert on the Hill
September 25, Garnett

Joe Nichols in concert, lawnmower demo
derby, Little Miss Pageant, Cornstock’s
Got Talent, 5k run, raft regatta, crafts,
food & more.

(785) 448- 6767, cornstock.net

CAN-U-CRUISE Charity Auto &
Motorcycle Show

September 25, Garnett

Classic, custom cars, trucks & motorcycles.
Enter with canned goods to benefit
Ministerial food pantry. Door prizes, music.
(785) 448-6412, lakegarnettcruisers.com

Cider Days

September 25-26, Topeka

NE Kansas biggest arts and crafts show
Pony rides, gunfighter & Civil War
reenactments and fresh apple cider.
(785) 230-5226, ciderdaystopeka.com

Fireball Run Adventurally
September 28-29, Dodge City
Fireball Run Adventurally in Old Dodge.
Amazing Race meets Motorsports.
Race to recover missing children.
(620) 227-9501, FIREBALLRUN.com

Winfield Art in the Park

October 2, Winfield

Juried Arts & Crafts Show

Over 100 booths of fine arts, original
crafts, kids activities and more.
(620) 221-2161

Pumpkin PaZzOOla

October 9, Salina

Celebrate Autumn at Rolling Hills Zoo!
Kids get free admission with paid adult.
Free pumpkins for kids (while supplies last)
(785) 827-9488, rollinghillswildlife.com

Tallgrass Film Festival

October 22-24, Wichita

Bringing the best of indie cinema to the
Heartland! Variety of film screenings.
All access festival passes are available.
(316) 390-7001, tallgrassfilmfest.com
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as big as you think™

TravelKS.com

_ﬂB‘aCk“"‘t’O“Business

Kansas State Treasurer

Dennis McKinney

Wants to help
Small Businesses &
Non-Profits claim
their Property

Over 500,000 Possible Claims
$16.4 Million in Property and
Cash Available to be Claimed

To find your business or non-profit please visit:
www.KansasCash.com/B2B

or

1-800-432-0386

WHY? Kansas credit unions
provide great options for
checking, savings, credit
cards, loans — and more.
And they offer resources
and flexibility in good times
and tough times.

VALUE STRONG.

More than half a million Kansans choose credit unions
as safe places for their money.

(800) 362-2076 | kcua.coop | Kansas Credit Union Association “

Visit your local credit union
or contact Kansas Credit
Union Association.

KANSAS CREDIT UNIONS
Money smart. Valne strong.

rural communities such as Enter-
prise, population 825 people. Now,
that’s rural.

Thanks to the Kuntz family, Mr.
K’s Farmhouse Restaurant has re-
captured the wonderful history and
atmosphere of this historic eating
place. For more information, go to

woman who did paddle a President.
More importantly, she built an ex-
cellentrestaurant and supported her
community. We commend Todd and
Tammy Kuntz for making a differ-
ence by maintaining Lena’s tradi-
tion of good food and great service
in arural setting.

www.mrksfarmhouse.com.
“Paddled a President.” Imagine

that on your resume. Today we’ve

learned about a remarkable Kansas

Withoutentrepreneurs like these,
rural Kansas would be up a creek
without a paddle.

Are you or someone you know caring for
an aging family member or friend?

A caregiver’s greatest challenge is
knowing what resources are available
locally and how to find them.

If you have caregiving questions, call your
< Kansas Area Agency on Aging.

B
C?a% 1-866-457-2364 or visit www.kda.org

WL

KANSAS

AREA AGENCIES
ON AGING
ASSOCIATION
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Urgent Care " Pediatrics Clinic

Walk-in Clinic Y 1% & 3" Saturdays

9to 11 a.m. 9to 11 a.m.
Every Saturday Call for
(through May) Appointment

David Younger, M.D. ® Moe Shafei, M.D. * Travis Daise, M.D.
Lisa Unruh, M.D., Pediatrician* Jackie Jorgensen, ARNP

Goodland Family Health Center oeb
106 Willow Rd.
(785) 890-6075

City Wide Clean Up

October 4th-October 8th, 2010

Residents may place any unwanted items in alleys
and front yards during this week only. City Crews
will be picking up any discarded items throughout
the week. Any items that residents
DO NOT wish to be discarded need
to be removed from these locations
prior to the CITY WIDE CLEAN UP.

Items such as tree limbs, leaves,
grass clippings, furniture, applianc-
es, metal, plastics, tires, etc. need |
to be separated out to allow faster
and more efficient pickup by City
crews. There is no need to phone in your pickup,
just place the items in the desig-
nated places during that week.
The City Commission’s goal
is to beautify the City and with
your help and cooperation, we
can obtain that goal!

OMESTEAD

REALTY AND AUCJTION

EQUIPMENT AUCTION
For the North Fork Ranch

Monday Sept. 27, Starting at 10:30 MST
At the ranch located 7 miles south of Goodland KS on Hwy. 27 to
road 57, then 2 miles west to road 17, then 2 miles south to road
55, then %> mile west. Signs will be posted.
NOTE: The ranch has been sold so this is a complete
liquidation of the equipment used in the operation.

VERY FEW SMALL ITEMS SO PLEASE BE ON TIME!

TRACTOR, TRUCKS, VEHICLES: 2007 NH-TL 100A — FWA,
3pt, loader, joystick, only 2000 hrs.; 1985 Ford TW35 — FWA,
18.4 x 38 duals, 3pt, 3 hyds, GB 870 loader with grapple fork,
6400 hrs, new clutch; 1960 Chevy C-60, V-8, 4&2 trans, 15 box
& hoist; 2004 Ram 2500 crew cab SLT, 4x4, Cummins diesel, 6sp,
flatbed, 123k miles; 2001 Ram 2500 extended cab SLT, 4x4, Cum-
mins diesel, flatbed, 167k miles. TRAILERS & EQUIPMENT:
WW 6x24 GN stock trailer, new floor; Flying J 5x16 covered top
stock trailer, rubber floor; Sundowner 3 horse slant trailer; PJ 30’
GN FB trailer W/fold down ramps, tandem duals, 14ply tires; NH
- BB960 3x4 square baler, 1000 pto, monitor, under 10,000 bales

; NH — 1043 self propelled stack wagon; NH — 1475 - 2300 series
Haybine 18’ swing swather; NH — 320 small square baler; Hay-
buster — H1000 hay grinder, 3&4” screens, elect. governor; JD 510
round baler, hyd tie, no monitor; Tonutti 12 wheel rake; 3 JD 9300
— 8x12” hoe drills; 2 JD 8x12 hoe drill; FK 5x5 sweep W/old style
pickers; Brown 12’ box blade; Pronghorn sprinkler track closure;
3pt hay rake; JD 112 feed wagon — needs floor chain; GN trailer
W/1000 gal water tank; BP trailer W/1300 gal water tank

HAY: 1,000 small square bales 2010 grass hay, stacked inside.
SHOP & MISC.: 1993 Yamaha Big Bear 400 — 4 wheeler, 4x4;
Gantz 10’ 3 pt, 3 way rear blade; Danuser 3pt post hole digger,

9” bit; Howse 7’ 3pt mower; Windpower 20kw pto generator, on
trailer; Wire roller mounted on FB trailer; 12 metal feed bunks; 8
inverted tractor tire feed bunks; Some shop & Hand tools; 30 New
6’ x 5 fence posts; Several cattle panels

Complete pictures on www.goodlandhomestead.com

For more information contact Terry Richardson Broker/
Auctioneer at Homestead Realty & Auction, 1023 Main,
Goodland, KS. 67735 785-899-8094 or 800-974-2426

TERRY RICHARDSON )
OwNER/BROKER/ AUCTIONEER

OMESTEAD d y

REALTY AND AUCTION 2 by

auctions@goodlandhomestead.com
785-899-2328 or 800-974-2426

1023 MAIN - Goopranp, KS - 67735 - www.goodlandhomestead.com



