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Congratulations!
The winner of the 
Sunflower Contest was 
Carol Gattshall with 
104 words!

Goodland teachers of NEA say “Thank You” to the 
following Goodland Businesses who supported our 
new teachers and all staff of USD #352 by giving gifts 
and prizes. 
Mann’s Jewelry & Gifts
Prairie RoseFloral Co.
Jacque’s Hallmark
Klip N’ Kurl Salon
China Gardens
The Almond Tree 
Crazy R’s Bar & Grill
Wal-Mart Super Center
Harvesters’ Restaurant
Pizza Hut
Orscheln’s Farm & Home Supply
Goodland Subway
Butterfly Cafe
Taco John’s 
El Dorado Department Store
Wendy’s
Smitteo’s Videos
McDonalds
Changing Lifestyles

Sherman Theatre
Rasure Lumber Do-it Center
Frontier Equity Exchange, Inc.
The Holiday Inn Express
Smitty’s Sports
Wonderful House
The Vault Creamery
Apple Jack’s Restaurant
Gambino’s Pizza
Topside Office Products

degree point. That is when the fire-
men would douse the flames to cut 
it back down.

This was the first time the city 
and county fire departments have 
participated in a joint live fire train-
ing exercise in recent months, and 
with the bunker gear and oxygen 
masks in place it was difficult to tell 
which firemen were from the city 
department and which were county 
firemen.

The exercise lasted about two 
hours and Chief James said they 
had to go back into the house to ex-
tinguish a small fire that had started 
in the attic.

County Fire Chief Alan David 
said he was pleased with the training 
experience.

decided to keep it a 50 percent on the 
basis that even if Topliff added onto 
the east side of the hangar there was 
plenty of room to stay within the 50 
percent limit.

Commissioner Josh Dechant said 
Topliff had talked to him about the 
lease because he was not going to be 
able to be at the meeting. Dechant 
said it was Topliff’s understanding 
that the 50 percent maximum site 
coverage would not allow him to 
add offices and restrooms on the 
east side.

Darin Neufeld, engineer from 
Evans, Bierly, Hutchison and Asso-
ciates who was involved in evaluat-
ing the hangar, said he and Mason 
had checked the figures and that it 
appears that Topliff could build an 
addition more than 16 feet wide on 
the east side without meeting the 50 
percent maximum. Neufeld said one 
reason to keep the maximum in the 
lease is a taxiway to the east.

Neufeld said Topliff had been 
into his office to talk about having a 
contractor come to fix the roof, and 
that he was ready to get this project 
moving.

Mason said one difficulty is that 
when the building was condemned 
the city took out the electrical equip-
ment, and Topliff wanted that re-
stored.

Mason said that Charlie Bandel, 
electrical distribution superinten-
dent, said the electrical equipment 
would not meet code and it would 
not do any good to put it back in the 
hangar.

Dechant said Topliff had asked if 
the 1 cent per square foot was in the 
leases of the other buildings.

City Clerk May Volk said it is in 
every lease at the airport and says 
the same thing.

“Did he have a problem with the 
1 cent,” Billinger asked.

Dechant said Topliff wanted it 
clarified to be sure it was the same. 
He said Topliff has a potential deal 
going if he can get that building up 
out of the condemnation status.

Dechant asked about storing 
aircraft.

Mason said the lease says aircraft 
related, and is in the lease on all the 
airport property.

Billinger said he wanted to be 
sure all the questions have been 
answered.

Mason said his only question was 

the 30-year lease.
“That is the only barrel hangar we 

have,” Billinger said. “Would it be 
a problem is someone else wants a 
30-year lease.”

He asked Larry Dickey, airport 
board chairman, if the board was 
Ok with the lease.

Dickey said they thought the 
five-years was OK, but understands 
that the 30-years is up to the com-
mission. 

Commissioner John Garcia said 
the lease and purchase agreement 
require Topliff to bring the hangar 
up to code within three years, and 
he felt it was a good to see someone 
ready to fix the hangar.

Commissioner Dave Daniels said 

it was good to get this step taken care 
of and to let Topliff get started fixing 
the hangar up.

Dechant made the motion to ap-
prove the lease and purchase agree-
ment with the changes suggested. 
The motion passed unanimously.

Historic barrel hangar lease, sale approved
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Live fire training exercises held

Sherman County Rural Fire Chief Alan David (left) and Goodland 
Fire Chief Brian James talked about the live fire exercise.

Firemen from Colby, Goodland and Sherman County Rural Fire departments gathered in the front 
lawn of the house at 317 E. 10th where live fire training exercises were held Tuesday. Firemen from 

all three departments participated in the fire training which used old mattresses and wood pallets to 
start fires in different rooms of the small house.                                 Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

Roger Studer, Sherman County Undersheriff and a member of the Sherman County Rural Fire depart-
ment held a guage that registered the temperature of the fire in the back bedroom while firement from 
Colby stood by with a hose outside the house where live fire training was being held.


