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Goodland teen visits with role model from television

Goodland teen Thomas McCurry, 15, talked with his role model, Jez Luckett, 24,
of Garden City, and the two talked about their weight-loss journeys. McCurry has
lost 60 pounds since August, and Luckett, part of the cast of NBC’s Biggest Loser

Season 4, 150.
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By Jan Katz Ackerman
jkackerman @gmail.com
A Goodland teen met his role model

| last Tuesday evening in Hoxie when Jez

Luckett spoke about his year-long journey
to losing 151 pounds as part of the cast of

NBC’s The Biggest Loser.

“I can’t wait to meet him,” said Thomas
McCurry, a 15-year-old freshman at St
Francis High School. “T’ve lost 60 pounds
since August and can lift my dad now.”

Hoxie Medical Clinic staff members
invited Luckett, 24, to talk about how his
life has changed since losing 122 pounds on
the program. He said he lost another 29 after
returning home to Garden City.

A case manager for severe and emotion-
ally disturbed children, Luckett said he
weighed 352 pounds before joining the
television show’s fourth season in 2007.

McCurry said he has battled his weight
since early childhood. He said watching
The Biggest Loser encouraged him and

his 41-year-old father, Dan, to lose weight
together. Dan said he lost 60 pounds over
seven years.

The McCurrys live in Goodland, but
Thomas attends St. Francis High School.
His father works at the Good Samaritan
Center and his mother is a homemaker.

From a peak of 320 pounds, McCurry
said, his weight started to plunge after he
switched to the St. Francis schools. As
a freshman, he went out for football and
wrestling, and coaches asked his parents
for permission to encourage him to lose
some weight.

“He’s down to between 235 and 240,”
his dad said. “The last 25 to 30 pounds will
be hard.”

Young McCurry said he dropped 40
of the 60 pounds with weight training
and walking. In addition to success at his
high school — through his weight loss
and being more active in the football and
wrestling programs — McCurry last week

was invited to join a summer baseball team
in Colby.

“We’ll be making the trip to Colby three
times a week,” Dan McCurry said.

McCurry’s step-mother, Julia, 37, said
her weight tends to “go up and down a bit,”
and she, too, has encouraged her step-son’s
efforts.

“We watch The Biggest Loser together,”
Julia said. “It’s our family Tuesday-night
ritual.”

Luckett told the Hoxie audience his
weight loss hasd not come without chal-
lenges.

“It’s been quite a journey,” he said, “and
next month I'll have surgery to remove 15
pounds of excess skin.”

Pam Popp, manager of the Hoxie Medi-
cal Clinic, said the appearance was paid
for through a weight-loss grant the clinic
from the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment.

kansas classifieds

Adoption
Adoption - We promise your
newborn a loving, secure and
happy home. Full time mom,
devoted dad. Expenses paid.
Please call Theresa or John
1-800-484-6765 Pin #0369.

Adoption - Young, married
couple wishes to adopt
newborn. Lots of love,

affection, and security await
your child. Expenses paid.
Tracey & Robert 1-866-465-
9488.

Business Opportunity
ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE.
Do you earn $800 in a day?
Your own local candy route.
Includes 30 Machines and
Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-
753-3441.

Loomix ® Feed supplements
is seeking Dealers. Motivated
individuals with cattle
knowledge and community
ties. Contact Allison @ 800-
870-0356/aingram@loomix.
com to find out if there is a
Dealership opportunity in your
area.

Career Opportunity

The United States Border Patrol
is now hiring. Agent salary is
approximately $70,000 per
year within the first three years
of employment. Border Patrol
Agents enjoy excellent federal
benefits that include medical
and retirement plans. Call
1-888-376-6419 or visit www.
borderpatrol.gov.

Educational

for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial
aid if qualified. Job placement
assistance.  Call  Aviation
Institute of Maintenance. (888)
349-5387.

Attend College Online from
home. Medical, business,
paralegal, criminal justice.
Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial
aid if qualified. SCHEV
certified. Call 866-858-2121,
www.CenturaOnline.com.

MISSOURI WELDING
INSTITUTE, INC. Nevada,
Missouri. Become a Certified
Pipe and Structural Welder.
Earn top pay in 18 weeks.
Many companies seek our

For Rent
HUD Homes 5/BR $517/Mo!
3/Br $199/Mo! 5% down 20
years @ 8% apr. for listings call
1-800-585-3560 Ext. 8468.

Hot Tubs, Walk In Bathubs,
Infrared Saunas, factory direct

pricing. 1-800-869-0406
for price list and pictures.
We deliver. Town Center

Showcase, Lincoln, NE.

Help Wanted

Chase County Community
Hospital, Imperial, Nebraska,
has opening for a fulltime
Certified Physical Therapist
Assistant.  Signing  bonus,
competitive  wages/benefits.
www.chasecountyhospital.
com.

Airlines Are Hiring -

Train

graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR < FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

®
www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER

INSURANCE

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

SERVING THE
GOODLAND STAR AREA
SINCE 1992!

~ FREE ESTIMATES —~

785-462-6995
800-611-6735

WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

OCHRIS AND BETH LEwWON 650 N GRANT CoOoLBY KS

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Let me ﬁeﬁo yOLz{ﬁna[ the

home of your reams!

Commercial, Land, Residential

785-899-3060 ////

785-399-2282 y :
and ¢
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785-821-2492

Tom Harrison-Owner/Broker

Hundreds of Health Care
Jobs Available! Connect with
Kansas employers at www.
KSHealthJobs.net. Search
for Kansas positions — post
your resume — apply on-line.
Absolutely FREE. Visit www.
KSHealthJobs.net.

Nat’l Organization Now Hiring.
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57/K/
yr. including Federal Benefits
and OT. Offered by USWA
1-866-498-6846.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers-Students. Drive a Big
Rig! Sponsored Training/Tuition
Reimbursement Available.
Possible $40k 1st year! Exp’d
Drivers Ask about $5000 Sign-
on! www.ffeinc.com. 800-569-
9232.

Drivers: Act Now! Sign-on
Bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn
over $1000 weekly. Excellent
Benefits. Need CDL-A and 3
mos recent OTR. 800-635-
8669.

Legal Services
Social  Security  disability
claims; Saunders & Saunders
Attorneys at Law. No recovery,
No fee! 1-800-259-8548.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5
SHIPPING CONTAINERS.
Camlock doors, hardwood
floors support forklift. Delivery
available. 1-785-655-9430
Solomon; 620-277-2367

Garden City.www.chuckhenry.
com complete web
photos, specs, pricing.

listing,

Combined rates are

available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Computer
Solutions

Repairs, Upgrades, Cleanings
Spy Ware/Virus Removal

214 E. 17th
Goodland
785-821-0876

Your g3 Drop ()Sfcfofeervice

“ & D B“Hdeps

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks

+ Garages & Efc. *
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES [4’""‘%] Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

(==Y

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Call

Pro [Fleor Care

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning No Job to big or to small
VCT Tile (Stripping, Waxing & Buffing) Free Estimates

Tile & Grout Restoration (We Remove Stubborn Stains)  Service to

Water Damage Restoration (Insurance claims welcome) all areas
Commercial and Residential Carpet Since
785-462-8313 - Cell: 443-1091 1991

Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
www.profloorcareand supply.com

Trouble-Free Translations

Elsie Pimentel
Professional Translator

English/Spunish

Will Consider All Types of Documents
Medicual-Educdational-General Correspondence
Over 14 yeurs Experience/Low Cost!

elsiep@centurytel.net

(719) 342-0941

http://translatorpimentel.gooylepuyes.com/home

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps

Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with

unique medical situ-
ations

requiring

unique medical solu-
tions.

FORD
MERCURY

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 Business Loopr
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317



