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The commissioners’ meeting 
room in the Sherman County court-
house overflowed with people, most 
of them there to support a bill that 
would allow voters electing county 
commissioners at-large, with every-
one voting in every race.

“I think the only way is to let the 
people vote on it,” said Commis-
sioner Mitch Tiede.

Former City Commissioner Cur-
tis Hurd said that was why he was 
at the meeting, to be sure the people 
got to vote on the issue.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas 
had said he did not support the 
change because people in his dis-
trict said they wanted to keep the 
districts. The bill has been stalled 
in a conference committee, mostly 
because legislators had heard the 
commissioners were no longer 
united behind it.

Mary Volk, a member of the Shine 
On Sherman County Government 
Services Alliance, and also Good-
land city clerk, said she did not 
believe that.

“There are people in your district 
who want to vote on this,” Volk 
said.

“Let them vote,” said Rob Tomsic 
of Topside Office Products, and 
that was echoed from other people 
almost in unison. Members of the 
audience included city officials, 
school board members and farmers 
and city business people

“I agree,” Tiede said, adding: 
“Cynthia Strnad made a good com-
ment that you could not go wrong by 
letting the people decide.”

Strnad, a former county commis-
sioner, said she believed that was 
true, but said she had a question 

about how things got confused with 
the people in Topeka

“I do not understand where after 
the meeting when it was voted 2-1 
(to support the bill), that the secre-
tary of state’s office got a call, Sen. 
Tim Huleskamp got a call, and why 
were they told something different 
than what was passed?
“Why was not another commis-
sioner’s meeting called to talk 
about it? Things got very screwy 
in Topeka about what we want, and 
they are getting mixed signals. We 
are damaging our credibility by 
changing our minds.”

Tiede said he had asked Sen. 
Ralph Ostmeyer (R-Grinnell) if the 
bill could be changed to keep the 

districts but vote countywide.
“It was my mistake to ask,” Tiede 

said. “I did not intend to cause con-
fusion. I will take responsibility 
for that.”

“That is not what was approved,” 
Strnad said. “That is not helping 
our credibility in Topeka. It makes 
them wonder about us and makes 
us look bad.”

She said she asked some ques-
tions, and got a letter from Sen. 
Tim Huleskamp, chair of the Senate 
Committee on Elections and Local 
Government, saying that the request 
to change the bill came from the 
chairman of the county commis-
sioners, Tiede.

“The people use their best judge-

ment when voting for commission-
ers,” Strnad said. “You do not want 
to make this about your job; this is 
Sherman County.

“Chuck, you make it that it is your 
district. Mitch is my commissioner 
by district, but I have been in the 

lumber yard and talked to Kevin 
about a concern, and have seen you 
(Chuck) at the Farm Service Agency 
and had a concern.

“I sometimes feel like we are only 
representing our own district. That 
is why I have some issues. Chuck, 
you are a better commissioner than 
that. I have seen you do a better 
job with issues about the whole 
county.”

“So what do we need to do?” 
Tiede asked.

“They (legislators) are frustrated 
with your conversation,” Rasure 
said.

“I just asked the question if it was 
possible to keep the districts,” Tiede 
replied.

“That was after a motion was 
made and passed,” Rasure said.

“I told him to go back to what 
we went with before (at-large, no 
districts),” Tiede said.

“The people want a unified ef-
fort,” said Alan Townsend, a county 
farmer.

Thomas said he had been disap-
pointed when the bill did not pass 
last year.

“That should have made us get out 
more effort,” Townsend said.

“If we don’t show unified support 
on this, it will not pass,” Rasure 
said.

“I am for letting the people vote 
on it,” Tiede said.

Josh Dechant of Frontier Ag, a 
city commissioner, said the three 
commissioners need to be together, 
and that it was a problem when the 
vote was 2-1 in March when it had 
been 3-0 last year.

“I’ll sign a letter,” Thomas said.
A question was raised about hold-

ing public forums on the issue.
Thomas suggested sending the 

message to Topeka that the com-
missioners all want the bill passed, 
and then before the election holding 
forums so people know what their 
options are.

Trevor Linton, of First National 
Bank, and chair of the Shine On gov-
ernment task force, said he thought 
that group would be willing to help 
take on the education process.

Someone asked if sending the 
letter from the three commissioners 
was enough. Tiede said he thought 
it would be.

The three voted to send a letter 
to Rep. Mike Burgess (R-Topeka), 
chairman of the conference com-
mittee, and the other five commit-
tee members. County Clerk Janet 
Rumpel wrote a draft that the com-
missioners read and all three signed 
before it was mailed to Topeka on 
Tuesday.
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Sherman County 
Household Hazardous 

Waste Collection
Saturday, April 12th, 2007
7 a.m. to 11 a.m. Mountain time

HHW Facility
1820 Cherry Street, Goodland, Kansas

For more information please contact Kenny Griffith at 821-1024.
No early drop offs or no drop offs without personnel present.

There will be no Used Oil collected at this time.
FOR SHERMAN COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY!

New Listing...222 W. 6th St.
 900 sq. ft. home with 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, new furnace and 
appliances included. Perfect for rental or first time home.    
Priced at $15,000.
Contact listing agent 
Cynthia Butts at 
785-821-1811 or visit 
www.cynthiabutts.net

Commercial Lot
1624 Texas St.

100 x140 ft. commercial lot. Priced at $12,000.
Contact Cynthia for details.

dashed line, called a skip line by the 
painters, is used in the middle while 
the edge lines are in white. He said 
a white dotted line is used to divide 
lanes on four-lane streets and high-
ways. He said the state transporta-
tion people came out and helped 
mark the no-passing zones.

Citizens asked the county to paint 
the stripes last fall after the road had 
been resurfaced last summer. Com-
missioners said they liked the idea if 
the job did not cost too much and the 
lines would last three to five years.

The first estimate Way had in 
December was about $75,000 to do 
just the yellow line and no-passing 
zones. The commissioners asked 
him to see if smaller firms might do 
the project for less.

Way said he found the Nebraska 
firm by talking to other counties that 

have used them for more than 10 
years. He said he called their refer-
ences, including Douglas, Stevens 
and Ellis counties.

Way said Casey Clausen from 
Straight Line told him they would 
measure to the “meet line” where 
the two sides of the asphalt join in 
the center of the road, and then set 
the truck to the proper distance.

Rasure asked about controlling 
traffic while the paint is wet. Clausen 
said they don’t provide traffic con-
trol, but if the county wants to have a 
truck follow the painting it could.

“This is one way we keep our 
prices down,” he said. “Some want 
to do it. If we put a sign on the truck 
behind the paint truck and someone 
gets paint on their car, it is their 

problem.”
Way said he could run a pickup 

with a beacon behind the crew.
Asked when the painting would 

be done, Clausen said it would be the 
end of May or the first part of June.

Rasure asked about the life of the 
paint. Clausen said there are a lot of 
variable, but the biggest problems 
are winter weather and snow plow-
ing. He said he would expect the 
job to last from one to three years 
depending on the traffic and the 
weather.

Thomas asked where the money 
was coming from, since  people are 
saying the county is spending more.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said 
the cost would come out of the spe-
cial city-county road sales tax.
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chairman of the conference, was 
concerned because he’d heard all 
three commissioners no longer 
supported the bill.

“The bill is still alive,” Ostmeyer 
said, “and the leadership said they 
would work with me. Rep. Burgess 
said he wished all three commis-
sioners were in agreement, and that 
there had been community input 
this year.”

The commissioners agreed to 
send a letter to Burgess and the 
other committee members and had 
County Clerk Janet Rumpel draft 
it. After a review by the commis-
sioners, they each signed the letter, 
which was mailed out Tuesday. 
Copies were sent to Ostmeyer and 
Rep. Jim Morrison (R-Colby) who 

have helped with the bill.
“We understand there has been a 

lot of confusion regarding whether 
or not this bill is supported by the 
Sherman County commission-
ers and the citizens of Sherman 
County,” the letter said.

“We had an overflowing room 
full of citizens who came to our 
meeting to discuss the status of 
HB2307, and to express their con-
cern about the bill being stalled.

“We have all agreed that this is 
something we will support as a com-
mission to give them (the citizens) 
the option to vote on the issue.

“We are sorry for all the confu-
sion and urge you to support the 
passage of the at-large option with 
no districts.”

Tiede said after he asked the 
people in Topeka about doing it 
with districts and they said they 

could not, he told them to get it 
passed and get it back here so the 
people can vote on it.

Thomas  admi t ted  he  had 
changed his mind about the bill 
from last year.

“I had a lot of people in my 
district say they did not want it 
changed and they wanted to keep 
the districts,” he said.

“I think the only way is to let the 
people vote on it,” Tiede said.

“That is why I am here,” said 
Curtis Hurd, a former city com-
missioner. “I want the people to 
vote on it.”

The Legislature is on recess un-
til Monday, April 28, when they 
return for a wrap-up session to 
deal with several issues, including 
the state budget. The bill could be 
passed then if the leadership agrees 
to advance it.
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Nebraska firm to stripe county road

farmers with the Colby type soil 
have until April 30, and he said there 
are a few in Sherman County.

“You would go out and look at a 
field to see if it is established enough 
to burn?” Thomas asked.

“I will be checking some larger 
fields today and tomorrow,” Wedel 
said, “and would answer any ques-
tions people have.”

“Do we need to keep the burn 
ban?” Tiede asked.

“In my view, the farmers are go-
ing to have to do the burn,” Wedel 
said. “If it is not done this year, it will 
have to be burned next year. They 
will have to burn.…

“If we can get a few more burned, 
we will have that much less to burn 
next year.”

“I think we have learned a lot this 

year about what fields do,” Mote 
added, “and the ones that need to 
be burned.”

“We might get some rain,” Tiede 
said.

Thomas said there is quite a dif-
ference in the soil types and he could 
see it after the fields were burned.

Wedel said one field had a horse-
shoe of Colby soil, and that made 
burning it difficult.

“There are two maintenance 
things in these contracts,” Wedel 
said. “There are some options, 
burning and then discing over a 
three-year period. Under the federal 
policy, the burn can be done in the 
later years and we might do the light 
discing first. We try to do the burn 
first if we can because of the time 
frame to get these done.”

Mote said the agency is running 
out of time on some of these con-

tracts, but said they have things they 
can work with the farmers on. He 
said if a field is not established, they 
cannot do the discing because the 
grass has to be established before it 
can be disced.

“If everybody uses caution, we 
should lift the burn ban,” Commis-
sioner Kevin Rasure said, making 
a motion to that effect. It passed 
unanimously.

Wedel said farmers could call 
him about the forecast for burning 
conditions,

“I have a good source of weather 
information, so people can contact 
me,” he said.

Mote said farmers need to plan 
well and exercise caution, even 
though this is the last week for burn-
ing many fields.

“Be careful,” he said.
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Countywide burn ban lifted

Citizens press commissioners to support bill
Letter of support for bill sent to legislators

Special color souvenir pins 
featuring the giant Vin-
cent van Gogh sunflower 
painting on the big easel in 
Goodland are now on sale.

1205 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735
Phone 785-899-2338

Pins
on

sale!
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