
By John Van Nostrand
jvannostrand@nwkansas.com

In Psalm 98 of the Bible it states 
to make a joyful noise. A place near 
Brewster is  doing just that this 
month.

KGCR, a Christian-
based radio station (107.7 
FM) is celebrating 20 
years of broadcasting this 
month. 

The station, west of 
Brewster, offers a mix of 
Christian contemporary 
music and programs. 

The station was ini-
tially started by Brewster 
residents Allen and Doris Quenzer. 
Allen wanted a station he could 
rely on that had Christian music or 
programs. Regional, secular radio 
stations in the 1980s had them, but 
changes in ownership or marketing 
took those songs off the air.

“I talked with the pastor in Mingo 
at the time about an interest in 
Christian radio,” Quenzer said. 
“I and Herb Roszhart then met in 
Goodland to talk about that. I felt 
the Lord has blessed our farm and it 
was time to get involved.”

Roszhart is affiliated with Praise 
Network which has Christian sta-
tions.Quenzer, 67, estimated it took 
at least three years to turn those 
discussions into a working radio 
station. Quenzer found the land to 
build the station. He and others went 
to Topeka and a place near Denver 
for equipment. Licenses had to be 
applied for, and applied for again.

“None of us had radio experience. 
I never dreamed it would happen,” 
Quenzer said. “The Lord works in 
mysterious ways.”

But when March 1, 1988, arrived, 
so did the sounds of KGCR.

“That first time on the air, you 
don’t forget that,” he said. “My 
Tribute” and “Find Us Faithful” 
were the first songs played. 

Quenzer was active in station op-
erations during its first 10 years. He 
watched the growth in the listeners, 
donations to keep the station operat-
ing and the employees come and go.

“I am thankful for the support of 
our audience and supporters,” he 
said. “We are fortunate being in a 
rural area to have a Christian radio 
station. I know of people who have 
donated part of their Social Security 
check or pension.”

As the station grew, so did the 
demands. Quenzer said the opera-

tions became more technical and the 
station occasionally interrupted his 
family’s schedule.

“I t  was  bet ter  than I  ever 
dreamed,” Quenzer said about the 

station’s activity. 
Because of the growth 

and the challenges that 
came with it,  the Quenzers 
donated the station in 1998 
to the Praise Network. 
Praise Network has sta-
tions in Hays, O’Neill, 
Norfolk and Grand Island, 
Neb. Praise Network has 
offices in Hays and Au-
rora, Neb. Quenzer is still 

involved with operations by sitting 
on the Praise Network board.

Station manager James Claassen 
has been with the station for 19 of 
those 20 years. He almost started 
his relationship with the station the 
same time he got married.

“We actually visited the station on 
our honeymoon, about two months 
after it was on the air,” he said. 
“Then we came a year later.”

James’ wife, Brenda, also assists 
with operations at the station.

“We visited because we thought 
we might be here,” James said. 
“The station was looking for some 
help, but Brenda still had a year of 
school left.”

Claassen, who grew up near 
Wichita, attended Calvary Bible 
College in Kansas City, Mo., and 
developed an interest in Christian 
radio. He had worked at stations in 
metro-Kansas City.

“If things were still good, we 
would come back,” James said 
about going to Brewster.

Although staff and the songs 
played have changed over the years, 
the station’s mission has not.

“Our goal is exactly the same,” 
he said. “Our mission statement is 
to glorify God and turning hearts to 
Christ. That was the mission when 
started and the mission now.”

Claassen said about half the day’s 
offering is music and the other half 
is programs.

“We wanted something to reach 
the span of the body of Christ. We 
have Bible-teaching programs and 
self-help programs from money to 
personal issues.”

Claassen said the station comple-
ments listeners’ faith. 

“When people leave their church, 
there is still something to keep them 
on focus. We like to think we are an 

extension of church.”
He said the listeners of the station 

give back. Held in the fall, KGCR 
has a Shareathon, its fundraising 
campaign. The money is the sta-
tion’s operating budget. 

“We like to be as frugal as pos-
sible,” he said.

The Shareathon goal last year 
was $170,000, which it exceeded. 
This year’s goal is expected to be 
$175,000. Claassen estimated two-
third of the funds are from listeners 
and one-third is from businesses.

Businesses who donate receive 
a primitive ad on the radio. Since 

KGCR is considered a non-com-
mercial station by the Federal Com-
munications Commission, it can’t 
have traditional, radio-like ads. 

James is one of two full-time 
employees at the station, as has been 
done in the past. The rest of the staff 
is made up of part-time employees 

who man the station during the 
evenings. When the station first 
opened, employees used turntables 
and reel-to-reel tapes. Now every-
thing is digital or from a computer 
program.

“The technology has been huge,” 
Claassen said.

The station’s reception area is about 
a 75-mile radius. According to its pro-
motional clip, the station can be heard 
along I-70 from Quinter to Stratton, 
Colo. During the past five years, the 
station has expanded its reach. 

A translator was installed in 
Cheyenne Wells, Colo. Three years 
ago another translator was installed 
in Wray, Colo., and last year the 
translator for McCook, Neb., was 
turned on. 

“People there were wanting 
Christian radio,” Claassen said. 
“We already provide news and 
weather for the area.” 
The station will celebrate the entire 
month of March. The anniversary 
month will conclude with a free 
concert by Scott Krippayne at 5:30 
p.m., on Monday, March 31, at 
Colby High School. To attend the 
concert a person must have a ticket. 
For ticket information, go online to 
www.kgcr.org.
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Find Your Perfect Home Today!
912 Broadway
Cozy 2 bedroom home -- ideal for student 
or single person. Recently remodelled - 
new cabinets in kitchen, spacious open 
floor plan, new carpets and new paint! 
Move in condition -- a Must See Home! 
1 Car Detached garage. Call Hazel to see.
Lowered Prices!

602 Clark
Was $59,500.—Now $53,000.

This neat Bungalow is clean and ready for you and your family. 
The formal living and dining 
rooms are spacious and open 
with a lovely chandelier in 
the dining room. The Master 
Bedroom is large and has gener-
ous storage closets. Included 
is a security alarm system. The 
appliances are also included: 
range, refrigerator, dishwasher, 
washer and dryer. There is 
a partial basement, new exterior maintenance siding and new 
shingles. Situated on a corner lot with a detached double garage 
and neat storage shed. Call Rose for more information.

1626 Caldwell
Was $100,000.—Now $85,000.

Looking for a wonderful family 
home as well as a property with 
home-based business potential? Then 
check out this property which offers 
both! The 2 Story home has had 
many updates and new exterior paint. 
It has 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, neat 
kitchen-dining area, formal dining-
living rooms, beautiful woodwork, 
full finished basement, attached 

single garage and the 30'X60' detached garage which is zoned 
commercial-making it an attractive possibility for a home-based 
business. This property is in move-in condition and has a beautiful 
backyard with pond and nice landscaping. Call Rose to see today.

Go to our website and see ALL our listings!
www.goodlandnet.com/homeland

GOODLAND
114 W. 12th, Goodland, KS
785-899-3060  Toll Free (866) 899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Make and appointment to see any of our fine Homeland listings!

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO...CALL!
Tom Harrison
Owner/Broker/
Auctioneer
785-443-0136

Rose 
Koggle
Assoc. 
Broker

Hazel 
Estes
Sales 
Assoc.

NEWMAN VISION CARE
Dr. Ryan Newman, O.D.

  919 Main, Goodland, KS                                          (785) 890-3937

Our eyes let us see everything 

the world has to offer. Diseases 

such as glaucoma, macular 

degeneration, and even diabetes 

affect our sight. Call for an 

appointment and let us help 

keep your eyes in perfect shape.

Sale prices effective through Saturday, 3/22/08 unless otherwise noted. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed stated 
percentage off. “Regular” and “Original” prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. “Original” prices may not have been in effect during the 
past 90 days or in all trade areas. Any event designated as a “sale” excludes Value Right merchandise and items sold every day with discounts if purchased in multiples 
of “2 or more”. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken on original-priced merchandise. Clearance items are available while supplies last. Merchandise selection 
may vary from one JCPenney store to another. jcp.com/catalog merchandise and prices may vary from those offered in JCPenney stores. Some in-store discount 
offers may not apply to jcp.com/catalog orders.

To find the JCPenney store nearest you, call 1-877-FIND JCP (1-877-346-3527) or go to jcp.com!

AOR# 266997

ATTENTION
NEWSPAPERS: 
IMPORTANT!

IF YOU HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED AN 

INSERTION 
ORDER FOR THIS 

AD PLEASE 
CALL ACG AT 

310.530.4100 TO 
VERIFY BEFORE 
INSERTING AD

THIS IS A 
“FUNDED” 
JCPENNEY 

CORPORATE 
ELECTRONIC 

DOWNLOAD R.O.P.

REFER TO 
YOUR INSERTION 

ORDER FOR 
BILLING 

INSTRUCTION

VAx07xBxWEB    Biggest Bonus Sale     1(1)      4x15 web

night & day DOORBUSTERS
friday, 5pm-close • saturday 8am-1pm

shop early! stores open 8am saturday

Sign up to get our ads emailed to your inbox—jcp.com/storeads�

 fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm  fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm  fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm

ENTIRE STOCK

50%
off

WORTHINGTON®

SEPARATES
Sale 10.99-35.99
Misses’, petites’
and women’s 
sizes. Orig. 
$22-$72.

go to jcp.com/storeads to see everything on sale!

50%
off

BOYS’ NOVELTY 
TEES & ARIZONA 
SHORTS
Sale 5.99-14.99
Sizes 8-20. 
Orig. 11.99-29.99.
4-7X and Husky sizes 
available at similar savings.

55%
off

ST. JOHN’S BAY®

MEN’S KNIT 
TOPS
Sale 7.20-13.50
Orig. $16-$30.

 fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm  fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm

ENTIRE STOCK

50%
off

GIRLS’ 
NOVELTY TEES 
& ARIZONA
CAPRIS
Sale 7.99-
12.99
Sizes 7-16.
Orig. 16.99-
26.99.

ENTIRE STOCK

50%
off

YOUNG MEN'S
KNIT AND 
BUTTON-UP 
TOPS, TEES 
& SHORTS
Sale 8.99-21.99
Orig. $18-$44.
Excludes Vans.

 fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm

ENTIRE STOCK

40%
off

FASHION JEWELRY
Sale $6-22.80
Orig. $10-$38.
In women's 
accessories 
dept.

 fri. 5pm-close sat. 8am-1pm

40%
off

PLAYTEX® & 
BARELY THERE®

BRAS
Sale 13.49-17.99 
Reg. $23-$30.
Cannot be combined 
with any other 
bra offer.

Brewster station celebrates 20 years of operation

From left, Herb Roszhart, Lloyd Mintzmyer and KGCR station manager James Claassen share some 
air time while at KGCR, located near Brewster. Roszhart and Mintzmyer are both involved with Praise 
Network, which KGCR is apart of.March marks the 20th anniversary of KGCR. 


