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Agriculture: Celebrating its horsepower

Fromateamofhorses in the early
1900s to tractors with the power of
40 to 300 horses today, American
farmers provide consumers with
more and better quality food than
ever before. Infact, one farmer now
supplies food for about 129 people
in the United States and abroad
compared with just 25.8 people in
1960.

Theefficiency of American farm-
ers pays off in the price American
consumers pay for food as well.
U.S. consumers spend roughly 9
percent of their income on food
compared with 11 percent in the
United Kingdom, 17 percent in Ja-
pan, 27 percent in South Africa and
53 percentinIndia. This great value
is due in large part to improved
equipment efficiency, enhanced
crop and livestock genetics through
biotechnology and conventional
breeding, and advances in informa-
tion management.

All Americans are asked to enjoy
and admire the wonders of American
agriculture as National Agriculture
Day is celebrated on the first day of
spring, Friday, March 21.

Equipment Changes Boost
Farm Output

Today’s farmers work nearly
three-and-one-halftimes more land
than their predecessors from 1900.
Their needs are different, the crops
are differentand the rules governing
production practices are different.

“There is an on-going consolida-
tion in agriculture that results in
fewer farmers farming more acres,”
says Doug DeVries, Sr. Vice Presi-
dent Agricultural Marketing for
North America, Australia and Asia
at John Deere in Moline, I11.

“Their needs for equipment are
changing. Their expectations for
what the equipment will do for
their farming operation are also
changing.”

Biotechnology Increases
Capacity, Product Quality

Biotechnology is another factor
in the efficiency of American farm-
ers and their ability to provide more,
higher quality food and livestock.
Biotechnology provides benefits
similar to traditional plant and live-
stock breeding, butdoes soin amore
controlled environment and with
faster results.

Advancements made in plant
biotechnology provide consumers
with better quality products in many
areas. And those benefits are just be-
ginning. There are many products in
the biotechnology research pipeline
that will provide better livestock feed
resulting in leaner meat for consum-
ers. Many of these same products
willlessen the environmental impact
of livestock production, by reducing
waste and/or the chemicals found in
animal waste.

Pharmaceutical companies are

actively working with farmers to
develop crops that can go directly
from the field to pharmaceutical
production — eliminating some of
the processing steps that occur in
today’s operations. This research
will significantly reduce the costs
required to produce many life-
saving drugs.

Programs, Technology Preserve

Environment,

American agriculture can also be
celebrated for its efforts in environ-
mental conservation. Farmers and
ranchers provide food and habitat
forapproximately 75 percent of this
nation’s wildlife.

With today’s technology, farm-
ers are better able to match seed
characteristics and production
practices to soil type and climate
conditions. The result is higher
yields with lower input costs from
more efficient use of chemicals,
fertilizers and tillage. Ultimately,
that results in more food at a lower
cost for consumers.

Today’s farmers understand the
importance of improving the qual-
ity and quantity of food available
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HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
6409 Road 25 » Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-2391

Proud to be a part of Ag
Week! Stop in today for all
your Ag needs.
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Goodland, KS
785-890-7575
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to the world.

According to the US Census
Bureau, it is estimated there will be
7.5 billion people in the world by the
year 2020 (we’re currently at 6.2 bil-
lion). It’s agriculture’s job to find a
way to feed those people. Advance-

ments in crop technology, equip-
ment technology and information
management will make that pos-
sible. American farmers and others
involved in the agriculture industry
have met and will continue to meet
this challenge again and again.
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Now selling Farm Trac and Land Trac Tractors.
Mike and Glenda Cochran
2702 Road 64 ¢ Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-0096
www.cochranfarmsuppl
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Turf Equipment
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We are proud to be a
sponsor for
National Ag Week

Eklund’s First Insurance
1617 Clark, Goodland, KS
(785) 890-3110
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Truck & Tractor Repair
L.L.C.

714 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, Kan. 67735

Cat * Cummins ¢ Detroit
4-Wheel Drive Tractors
Full line of Truck Parts and Accessories
Phone: 785-899-2401
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SERVICE
Goodland, Kan. ¢ (785) 899-5781

Contact us for all of
your ariel spraying
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SINCE 1934

We salute you farmers

and Ranchers
Your success is truly the
key to our economy.
We thank you for your support!
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1-800-242-6939

A Proud sponsor of
National Ag Week
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Hwy. 27 Bypass * P.O. Box 390 ¢ Goodland, Kan. 67735
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