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Goodland firm wins contract for Colby fire station

By Patty Decker
pdecker @nwkansas.com

A Goodland firm will build a new fire
station on Country Club Drive in east Colby
following approval of bids last week, re-
placing a downtown station that collapsed
under heavy snow more than a year ago.

City Manager Carolyn Armstrong said
bid requests had gone out to five general
contractors and three had responded. Con-
struction is to take less than a year, she
said.

Afterevaluating the bids last Wednesday,

Armstrong said, the low bid of $2,507,125
from Miller Construction Services was
approved.

Miller’s bid included plans to use CB
Heating and Jim’s Electric, both of Colby,
as subcontractors, with completion in 300
days.

The mechanical contract estimated its
costat $250,425 with the electrical portion
at $215,296.

Other bidders included Paul-Werten-
berger Construction of Hays at $2,530,000,
also using CB Heating and Jim’s Electric.

Munlake Contractors from Independence,
Mo.,bid $2,544,226, using CB Heating and
Bates Electric.

Two Colby contractors, Woofter Con-
struction and Stephens Construction, did
not bid.

The next step will be to make sure abond
and contract documents are in order, Arm-
strong said. Work could begin by April 1.

The council is expected to approve
temporary notes to finance the project,
borrowing with general obligation bonds
for permanent financing within the next

two years.

Taxpayers will see anincrease in property
taxes on their 2009 statements. Armstrong
estimated the increase could range from 4
to 5 mills.

The project took more thana year toreach
this point, she said, because the city first
needed tohave anarchitectdesign the build-
ing and then put specifications together for
bids. Then the bidding process took six to
eight weeks.

The new facility will sit on 7.2 acres on
Country Club Drive between the Co-op

self-fueling station and the state office
building.

In other council news:

e Councilman Jim Tubbs resigned at
the Feb. 19 meeting, effective Feb. 11. He
declined to comment on the reason. Tubbs
represented Ward 4, which is south of Pine
Street. Mayor Ken Bieber has not named
a replacement as yet to fill Tubbs’ term.
Whoever is appointed will be up for elec-
tion next April.

Money paid on credit card ~ Great Bend firm wins Road 16
creates question for county

Jan Katz Ackerman
ackermanjk @ruraltel.net

Personal money applied to a
county credit card account was the
topic of discussion at the commis-
sion meeting Monday.

Commissioner Ken Christiansen
asked Public Health Administra-
tor Lisa Molstad whether she was
aware of the county policy that capi-
tal expenditures over $350 require
commission approval.

“Yes,” Molstad said.

Atissue is the fact Molstad used
$500 of her personal money to apply
to a county credit card so Viviana
Gariby, receptionist and medical
records clerk, could attend training
in Great Bend in mid-February.

Atthe time Gariby attended train-
ing, the credit card in question had
$199 available credit, according
to paperwork Molstad presented
the commissioners on Monday.
The account has a $2,000 credit
limit, but was carrying a balance of
$1,800.08.

When an attempt was made to
apply Gariby’s meals and lodging
to the card, the transaction was
declined. Molstad made a $500
paymentoutof her personal banking
account over the phone to make the
transaction go through.

Molstad asked the commissioners
on Monday to reimburse her for the
$500, which prompted Christainsen
to ask Molstad if she knew about the

policy pertaining to her actions.

Short of a reprimand and de-
spite having submitted an expense
voucher for her request, the com-
missioners told Molstad to submit
proper documentation for the re-
imbursement. She is to provide the
commissioners with the credit card
statement with attached receipts
Gariby received in Great Bend.

Molstad also asked the com-
missioners for permission to fill a
vacancy at the public health depart-
ment created by the resignation of
Kathy Ryan.

Ryan resigned 10 days after
the commissioners gave Connie
Walden, registered nurse at the
public health department, a 48 cent
per hour raise. The increase made
Walden’s pay equal to thatof Ryan’s
at $20.36 per hour.

Ryan, in aletter to Molstad dated
Feb. 20, said she was deeply hurt
and could “no longer trust those
that I would need to work withon a
daily basis.” She said it was a “slap
in the face” and lack of respect for
her knowledge and experience that
it was reported in the Colby Free
Pressthatshe holds “only an associ-
ate degree,” while Walden holds a
bachelor’s degree in nursing.

Molstad shared with the com-
missioners a memo she sent Ryan
saying she would offer hera20-hour
work week with flexible hours for
a trial period of six months. How-

ever, Molstad said Ryan plans to
follow through with her resignation
which s effective April 1. Ryan has
worked for the Thomas County
Public Health Department for more
than 27 years.

The commissioners asked Mol-
stad to report back to them in March
whether Ryan’s vacancy creates a
burden for the department. Steele
asked Molstad to be sure and track
how many billable hours nurses
spend with patients.

“This department seems to be
one of the few in the county that
the budget keeps going up each
year,” Steele said. “We may soon
have a situation of the tail wagging
the dog.”

Molstad wanted the commis-
sioners to clarify the term “contact
hours” so she knows what to report.
Steele said the term means time
spent with patients which can be
billed to either the patient or an
insurance provider.

“If we allow billable hours of a
professional person to get out of
hand we have a problem,” Steele
said. “We have an obligation to
taxpayers to keep things under
control.”

Molstad said she is considering
forming a pool of nurses which can
provide services for the health de-
partment on an as-needed basis. The
commissioners supported that idea
and delayed filing Ryan’s position.

Road work could close by-pass
shared by Logan, Thomas counties

Jan Katz Ackerman
ackermanjk @ruraltel.net

Road improvements near Oakley
could cause closure of the Eighth
Street by-pass if Thomas County
Commissioners have their way
about a project starting in May.

Commissioners Ken Christians-
en, Paul Steele and Byron Sowers
at their Friday meeting told Kan-
sas Department of Transportation
Engineer Bob Weis they would
consider helping pay for improving
the intersection of Eighth Street and
U.S. Highway 83 if the Eighth Street
by-pass is closed.

The north side of Eighth Street
in Oakley sits in Thomas County,
while the south side of the street sits
in Logan County. A curved by-pass
at the west end of Eighth Street al-
lows travelers to gain access to the
highway. Thomas County is respon-
sible for maintaining the by-pass
since it is in Thomas County.

Weis said a road project will im-
prove the intersection of the street
and highway, but the city of Oakley
is proposing building a turning lane
on the east side of the highway. He
said a turning lane would not only
give better access to motorists, but
the three school buses that use the
road daily during the school year.

“The gap I have (in the project)
is a six-inch layer of asphalt base
course,” Weis said. “The city is will-
ing to participate, but doesn’t want
to come up with the entire $7,100 for
itsince it’s a county road.”

Weis wanted to know whether
the commissioners would consider
sharing the $7,100 with Oakley.

The commissioners asked Road
and Bridge Director Clair Schrock
to attend Monday’s Logan County
Commission meeting to talk to
officials there about the project.
Sowers said he would plan to attend
the meeting.

/" Garage sale seasonisonthe horizon. Clean
- your closets and garage then place anad
~~ inThe Goodland Star-News.Call us at 785-

~ 899-2338 to place yours.

“We have a project that needs to
go in May, and I‘'m in favor of hav-
ing Clair go to the meeting and pres-
ent our position,” Steele said.

Schrock asked Weis if doing
improvements on the east side of
the roadway would mean improve-
ments to the west side would be
done in the future.

“Yes,” Weis said, adding he did
not have a “crystal ball” to quantify
his statement.

Weis said while the initial project
was prepared to cover all aspects of
the road improvement, changing
plans so close to the start date was
creating a shortage of money.

“When you bid a project, every-
body uses a sharp pencil, but when
you use change orders, every-
body uses a fat pencil,” Steele said.
“We’ve all been burned by change
orders.”
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March for the pay-out of the road
bond money.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
the county needs to pay more than
$2.2 million by the middle of March
to meet the pay-down mark of 70
percent that is part of the require-
ments in the bond document.

DeBoer suggested not paying
Venture any money on the Road
16 project, because if they paid
$300,000 it would be more than
100 percent of Venture’s part of the
project.

He suggested paying Venture
$1.2 million on the Road 65 project,
paying $1 million to the Kansas
Department of Transportation as an
advance on the Road 14 project, and
possibly paying $85,000 to Penco
for the engineering.

Rumpel said she would contact
City Clerk Mary Volk and Darin
Neufeld, the engineer from Evans,
Bierly, Hutchison and Associates
who is handling the Road 14 proj-
ect, to be sure they have everything
covered by the payment deadline
DeBoer said he would check with
Rumpel about the details.

The commissioners reviewed
engineering construction inspec-
tion contracts with Penco for both
jobs. Rasure asked to have a copy
of the inspection reports sent to the
clerk’s office.

The contract for Road 65 is not to
exceed $150,000, with a minimum
of $13,500. The Road 16 contract
is not to exceed $100,000 and a
minimum of $19,500.

With the modification, the com-
missioners approved both contracts
unanimously.
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JusT UPDATEDY! A GREAT GIiFT IDEAY
Sherman, Thomas, Rawlins
&S Cheyenne County Kansas

Platmaps by Western Cartographers
Available at Goodland Star-News, Shay Realty
& Cheyenne County Clerk, St. Francis
Or by calling (800) 752-3402
Also available Counties in Kan., Colo., Wyo., S.D. & Okla.

A7

s

HOMESTEAD REALTY & AUCTION

Large Selection of Antiques, Household items & Guns
Seller: Everett Eggers

Saturday, March 15th, VFW Hall,
824 Main Street, Goodland, Kansas
Starting at 10:00 a.m., MDT

Puppies are now 5 weeks old & Going fast!

3

SOLD!
re
L, &
SOLD!

AKC registered 6 girls and 1 boy!

Flushing Pheasant Russells

The ‘slightly longer than tall” Jack Russell Terrier
www.flushingpheasantrussells.com

Jordie Mann at 719-342-7723 (days)
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This will be an ABSOLUTE sale of some very nice and unique antique pieces, collector rifles,
guns & lots of household items. Everett has moved to town so everything must sell. Ruby had
an antique shop for many years so there are lots of unique items.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

(Selling starts at 11 a.m., MDT)

Victrola (works well); Round Oak pedestal table; 4 Oak Ice Cream chairs; Hoosier Cabinet w/flour bin (Excellent
condition); Bible stand; Oak wash basin; Oak 6 drawer spice cabinet; Gilbert wall clock; JP Oriwley’s California
Fruit and Pepsin Chewing Gum display case; Dr. Miles Pain Pills jar; Oak Curio cabinet; Metal toy wind up merry-
go-round; Crock butter churn; Porcelain doll; Boxes; Several dolls of all ages; Unique Easel; Mellor-Bow! wi/lid;
Music boxes; Calumet baking bowl; Small Pulpit; Cow bell; Large glass show case; Several metal cookie cutters;
Oak Leaf Jar crock, Simmons Hardware Co.; 4 Elvis decanters; Sewing basket; Oak wash basin w/towel rack;
Pitcher & Wash bowl; Mantel clock; Cans of all sizes; Metal toy wind up train engine & 3 cars; Several crocks &
jars; Several pieces McCoy Pottery; Barbie collection (never out of box); Antique Valentines; National cash
register; Lots of costume jewelry; Cheese boxes; Coffee Kettle; Several oil lamps; Hames; Steel Pix Stemming
machine; Lots of 78 records; Egg Crates; Matching Cradle; Doll bed; Table set (Nice!); Science kit box; Several
pop bottles; Vintage hand braided dish towels; Christmas ornaments; 2 oak child rockers; Several books; Tinker
toys; Several metal toys; Lots of pictures & picture frames; Oak dresser w/mirror; Nice Lawyer’s book case
(Barrister type); Highboy dresser; Play ground merry-go-round from the 40’s; 1955 Fair Bury Windmill Co.
calendar (complete); Kraut cutter; 2 Large doll houses; Tractor seat; Ice tongs; scale weights; Horse drawn plow;
Saws; Several plates & holders; Lots of Ruby Red glasses, plates, cups, saucers, stem glasses, flower vases,
curettes; Holly Hobbie plate collection; Vintage Quilts; Coffee grinder; Toy box; Small Hy Speed toy wagon; The
Electric Co. Sentence Compression kit; Wardrobe; Quilts; Oak double bed; Twin iron bed; Trunk; John Deere toy
tractors; Cream cans; Several pieces of green glassware; Antique wrenches; Coal shovel; Cans of all shapes &
sizes; Many more items to be uncovered...

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Jenn-Aire stove; Maytag dishwasher; 36" Toshiba TV; Oval mirrors; GE upright freezer; Dresser w/mirror; Sofa;
Bar & bar stools; 100's of wicker baskets; Outside waterfall; Brother VX 810 sewing machine; Vacuum cleaner;
Lots of kitchen cookware; Tons of decorations for all occasions; Sony video 8 movie camera, lenses, lights, tri-
pod; Several sets of card tables & chairs; Several wall mirrors; 2 Weed Eaters; GE side-by-side refrigerator
(black); Microwave; 2 glass top sofa tables; Twin bed; Chest; End tables; Drafting board; Concrete yard orna-
ments; Bunk Beds; Exercise machine; Small writing desk; Boxes of craft supplies; Tons of bird houses; Snapper
lawn mower; Many more items too numerous to mention...

GUNS
(Starts at 1:00 p.m., MDT)

Ruger Single-Six 22 cal Magnum pistol (SN#67-76404) ~ Shoots longs & shorts; Pearl handle grips for Winches-
ter pistol; Winchester model 94 32-40 John Wayne Commemorative rifle (SN# JW 23639) Never shot!; Winches-
ter model 94 38-55 1836-1986 Texas Sesouicentennial rifle, 24 kt gold plate (SN# TEX02136) Never shot!;
Winchester model 94 30-30 (SN# 5038328); Lightning AMT 25/22 22 long rifle, automatic, folding stock, Tasco
scope (SN# J03055); Winchester Model 70 XRT Sporter 25-06 w/Weaver scope (SN# G1756127); Martin
Firearms Model 39A 22 cal SL & LR w/Weaver Scope (SN# K8228); Conneticut Valley 54 cal black powder rifle
(SN# 018515); Winchester Model 1200 12ga, full choke, pump shotgun (SN#L243507); Remington Wingmaster
Model 870 - 20ga pump shotgun (SN#565921X); 410 Shotgun model SB, made in Brazil (SN#532110); Daisy
Red Ryder model 1938B BB gun (new); Remington 10-A 12ga, full choke (SN# 144065); Ithaca 37 Feather
Weight 12ga, full choke (SN# 459195); Remington 870 Wingmaster 12ga, modified choke (SN# V610733V);
Sears/JC Higgins Model 20, 12ga, full choke; Stevens Model 235 Double Barrel 16ga, Hammers; Winchester 77,
22 auto (SN# 18456) Like new!; Western Field 12ga Double Barrel, Like new!; Winchester Model 12, 12ga, Full
Nickel Steel (SN# 1917); Winchester Model 12, 16ga, Full, Manual (SN# 1938); Richland 12ga, over/under;
Winchester 22 single shot, S-L-LR; H&R 410 single shot, Like New!; Winchester 1890 22 cal, WRF (special)
Octagon Barrel (SN# 696785); Winchester 1890 22 cal short, 2nd model Octagon Barrel (SN# 292472); Winches-
ter 1906 22 cal, S-L-LR (SN# 261684); Daiwa 12ga Auto, engraved (copy of Browning A-5) (SN# P219395);
Winchester Lever model 94 PRG 64.32 special (SN# 2594894).

Plan now to attend this exciting and unique auction!
For more information, contact Terry Richardson, Broker/Auctioneer at

785-899-2328 or 800-974-2426; Home: 899-3093, Cell: 899-8094.

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED
BY THE VFW

See pictures at www.goodlandhomestead.com

BurcH EWING
AUCTIONEER

TERRY RICHARDSON
OwNER/BROKER/ AUCTIONEER
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1023 MaiN - GooprLanp, KS - 67735

auctions@goodlandhomestead.com

785-899-2328 or 800-974-2426
www.goodlandhomestead.com




