
Kansas’ earliest CSI story
Fingerprint ends nationwide ’20s manhunt 

True crime from the roaring 20s, The Fleagle Gang, Betrayed 
by a fingerprint, begins with a brazen daylight bank robbery of the 
First National Bank in Lamar, Colo. on May 23, 1928. Four men 
died, and the robbers escaped — until forensic science caught up 
with them through a fingerprint.

The bank robbery and national manhunt story was big news more 
than 75 years ago. We recently found that an old time radio pro-
gram “Gangbusters” aired a program on Jake and Ralph Fleagle in 
1937. There 
are many 
old stories 

about the rob-
bery and the gang, but none cover the 
events like this book. Book reviewers 
say this is a great read for true crime 
history buffs.

The book includes over 100 photos  
and documents taken from court files 
plus maps of places where the gang 
robbed banks and scenes where the 
murders of the doctor and cashier 
took place.

Signed copies are available 
from the author at 

The Goodland Star-News, 
1205 Main

Search inside the book on Google.com and Amazon.com
Author Tom (N.T.) Betz, editor of The Goodland Star-News, has spent more than 45 years in journalism 

and living on the Great Plains.
“The Fleagle Gang” details the robbery/murder case which hinged on a single fingerprint   found on a 

murdered Dighton, Kan., doctor’s car. The fledgling FBI plays a crucial role in turning the fingerprint into 
solid forensic evidence used to find, arrest and convict members of the Fleagle Gang. The FBI credits the 
Fleagle case as the first time a single fingerprint was used to identify and convict criminals. The Fleagle 
Gang robbed banks in Larned, Kinsley, Marysville, Ottawa and McPherson Kan., Lamar, Colo., Eugene, 
Ore., and countless others of over $1 million in the 10 years they operated.

“The Fleagle Gang” is available at the Big Timbers Museum in Lamar, Colo., the Holly Library, 
Holly, Colo.; the Fick Fossil and History Museum in Oakley, Kan., the Finney County Museum 
and Hastings in Garden City, Kan., the High Plains Museum in Goodland, Kan., the El Quar-
telejo Museum in Scott City, and the Colorado Prison Museum in Canon City, Colo. It is available 
on-line from the publisher Authorhouse.com, Linda Knott’s web bookstore knottjustbooks@
spreadtheword.com; Amazon.com; Barnes and Noble; The Tattered Cover and other major 
book stores.

Check out “The Fleagle Gang” web site at: nwkansas.com/home/fleaglegang.

Jake Fleagle’s arrest photo taken at Stockton, Calif., 
in the spring of 1929 that lead to the break in the First 
National Bank of Lamar robbery and murder case. 
The photo and fingerprints were sent to the FBI in 
Washington where the connection was made.

Winking in the dark is 
like not advertising your 

business. 
Only You know what you are 

doing.

1205 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-899-2338

“Learning how to respond to and master the process of 
change -  and even to excel at it - is a critical leadership 
skill for the 21st century. Constant, rapid change will be a 
fact of life for all of us.”
     Jennifer James

Newspaper
Advertising
Ranks No. 1

“Newspaper advertising ‘expenditures to sales ratio’ for direct
marketing advertising in 2002 is ranked fi rst in effi ciency.”

The Direct Marketing Association (DMA),
in its Economic Impact Study says:
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The Country Advocate

Advertising is an investment in your business. 
And newspaper advertising pays off in more real 
dollars through your door. Call Jordie or Jessica 

today to see how we can help you grow your 
business. (785) 899-2338.
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BUSINESS
HONOR  ROLL

GOODLAND, KANSAS

In The Can, LLC

Established ❖ 2003

5 years
Chuck & Janet Redlin

Owners

1007 E. Hwy. 24❖ 890-8080

Established ❖ 2003

Stage Stop Towing 
& AAA

5 years
Mike McGlone

Owner

821-1509

AFLAC

Established ❖ 2003

 5 years
Fred L. Hall

111 W. 12th ❖ 890-8335

Established ❖ 2003

High Plains 
Office Supply, LLC

 5 years
Derrick Leiker

Manager/Partner

1118 Main St.. ❖ 890-6900

Taco John’s

Established ❖ 2003

5 years
Mike & Tia Brannick

2304 Commerce Rd. 

Laura Norris 
Photography

Established ❖ 2003

5 years

112 W. 11th ❖ 821-4699

Laura Norris
Photographer

Murray’s Custom
Body & Paint

Established ❖ 2004

4 years

1507 Main St. ❖ 890-8669

Matt Murray
Owner

Lynn Hoelting
 Manager

Established ❖ 2007

1632 Main St.❖ 890-3639

The Scoular
Co.

1 year

Trachsel A&B

Established ❖ 2003

5 years

114. W. 12th ❖ 890-8431

890-TACO

Sandra Trachsel
Judy Herl
Owners

Congratulations to 
these fine business.


