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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

Kansas’ earliest CSI story
Fingerprint ends nationwide ’20s manhunt

      True crime from the roaring 20s, “The Fleagle Gang, Betrayed by a fin-
gerprint,” begins with a brazen daylight bank robbery of the First National
Bank in Lamar, Colo. on May 23, 1928. Four men died, and the robbers es-
caped — until forensic science caught up with them through a fingerprint.

The bank robbery and national manhunt story was big news more than 75
years ago. We found recently the old time radio program “Gangbusters” aired
a program on Jake and Ralph Fleagle in 1937. There are many old stories
about the crime, but none cover the events like this book. Great for true
crime history buffs.

The book includes over 100 photos and maps taken from court files and
places where the gang robbed banks and scenes where the murders took

place of the doctor and cashier.

A few signed copies are available
         at The Goodland Star-News, 1205 Main.

Search inside the book on Google.com and Amazon.com
Author Tom (N.T.) Betz, editor of The Goodland Star-News, has spent more than 45 years

in journalism and living on the Great Plains.
“The Fleagle Gang” details the robbery/murder case which hinged on a single fingerprint

found on a murdered Dighton, Kan., doctor’s car. The fledgling FBI plays a crucial role in
turning the fingerprint into solid forensic evidence used to find, arrest and convict members
of the Fleagle Gang. The FBI credits the Fleagle case as the first time a single fingerprint was
used to identify and convict criminals. The Fleagle Gang robbed banks in Larned, Kinsley,
Marysville, Ottawa and McPherson Kan., Lamar, Colo., Eugene, Ore., and countless others
of over $1 million in the 10 years they operated.

“The Fleagle Gang” is available at the Big Timbers Museum in Lamar, Colo., the Holly Li-

brary, Holly, Colo.; the Fick Fossil and History Museum in Oakley, Kan., the Finney County

Museum and Hastings in Garden City, Kan., the High Plains Museum in Goodland, Kan., the

El Quartelejo Museum in Scott City, and the Colorado Prison Museum in Canon City, Colo. It

is available on-line from the publisher Authorhouse.com, Linda Knott’s web bookstore

knottjustbooks@spreadtheword.com; Amazon.com; Barnes and Noble; Tattered Cover

and other major book stores.

Check out “The Fleagle Gang” web site at: nwkansas.com/home/fleaglegang.

Public Noticestar-news

The following accidents were 
investigated by the Goodland Police 
Department.

Aug. 27  — 4:54 p.m.,  900 
Broadway Ave., a 2001 Toyota 
driven by County Attorney Bonnie 
Selby was backing out of the parking 
stall and hit a 2005 Ford owned by 
Sherman County on the right front 
corner. The Ford was parked in a 
yellow zone on the west side of the 
alley.

7:55 p.m., 206 Main Ave., a 1985 
Mercedes-Benz driven by Matthew 
Monroe Hughes was backing from 
a driveway and hit a 1993 Cadillac 
owned by Russ Safer that was legally 
parked in front of 206 Main.

Aug. 28 — 5:10 p.m., 1100 
Sherman Ave., a 1990 Buick driven 
by Fred A. Russell was going east 
when it hit a 2002 Chrysler driven 
by Stacy Jo Studer.

Aug. 29  — 5:24 p.m.,  400 
Caldwell Ave., a 2000 Suzuki driven 
by Monica Gail Ford was backing 
from the alley and backed into a 

natural gas meter. Damage to the 
protective cage and meter was 
limited. No gas was leaking, and 
Aquila employees were able to 
straighten and test the meter for 
leaks.

Sept. 4 — 11:24 a.m., a 2007 
Buick driven by Elmarie M. Nelson 
was driving on Clark Ave., and she 
said her foot slipped off the brake 
and caused her to hit a 1971 Pontiac 
owned by Gregory Dwayne Sowell 
what was parked.

9:24 p.m., 2700 Commerce a 
2004 Freightliner driven by Noland 
D. Camp, was backing into a parking 
stall and hit a 2005 Peterbilt owned 
by Farmer’s Oil Company.

Sept. 5 — 8:04 p.m., 1700 Center 
Ave., a 2004 Ford driven by Jordan 
L. Miller was driving down 17th, 
and was unable to stop hitting a 1994 
Ford driven by Darian Linn who had 
stopped behind another car.

Sept. 7 — 1300 Harrison Ave., 
a 1992 Chevrolet owned by Lee 
Salmans was in the parking lot at 

Max Jones and an unknown vehicle 
ran into the driver’s side damaging 
the running board.

District Traffic
The following fines have been 

paid in the Sherman County District 
Court:

July 15: Jeffrey R. Davis II was 
fined $180 for speeding.

July 16: George R. Bourdieu was 
fined $220 for being over weight 
limits on wheels and axles.

July 18: Everett J. Becker was 
fined $126 for speeding.

July 19: Diana M. Bryant was 
fined $120 for speeding.

July 21: Richard S. Delong was 
fined $114 for speeding.

July 22: Joe Bennett was fined 
$166 for violating motor carrier 
safety rules and regulations.

Joseph C. Brown III was fined 
$174 for speeding.

July 23: Anthony M. Davis was 
fined $144 for speeding.

July 25: Denise K. Beasley’s 
fine for not having proof of liability 
insurance was dismissed.

Ted A. Casey was fined $120 for 

speeding.
July 26: Cecil M. Byrd was fined 

$138 for speeding.
Elise M. Diaz was fined $126 for 

speeding.
July 27: Jace E. Brown was fined 

$120 for speeding.
Floyd R. Burkhart was fined $201 

for improper parking.
Jennifer M. Cole was fined $108 

for speeding and $30 for not wear-
ing a seat belt.

July 29: Shari R. Baggett was 
fined $165 for speeding.

David G. Chaffin was fined $192 
for improper parking.

Aug. 2: Antonio Bermudez was 
fined $166 for violating motor car-
rier safety rules and regulations.

Sarah M. Elder was fined $138 
for speeding.

Aug. 3: Mark A. Beckmann was 
fined $92 for being over weight 
limits on wheels and axles.

Aug. 4: Joseph I. Benham was 
fined $114 for speeding.

Kyle H. Dosco was fined $132 for 
improper parking.

Aug. 5: Matthew N. Butler was 
fined $126 for improper parking.

Don T. Clark was fined $144 for 
speeding.

Johnnie M. Cole was fined $132 
for improper parking.

Aug. 6: David M. Brown was 
fined $160 for violating motor car-
rier safety rules and regulations.

Aug. 7: Stephanie K. Caldwell 
was fined $174 for speeding.

Aug. 8: James P. Alexander was 
fined $138 for speeding.

Kurt D. Cooper was fined $132 
for speeding.

Sara C. Doane was fined $132 for 
speeding.

Aug. 9: Susana P. Carrasco was 
fined $126 for violating laws on 
child passenger safety, restraining 
systems and seat belts.

Victor A. Contreras was fined 
$165 for speeding and $60 for im-
proper driving on a laned roadway.

Aug. 10: Tarek Alammad was 
fined $126 for improper parking.

Thomas J. Aschenbrenner was 
fined $120 for speeding.

Terry A. Clapper was fined $108 
for speeding.

Marvin E. Dodds was fined $165 
for speeding.

Aug. 11: Rachel B. Anton was 
fined $144 for speeding.

Eduviges J. Barrios was fined 
$126 for violating laws on child pas-
senger safety, restraining systems 
and seatbelts.

Jay A. Arbuckle was fined $144 
for speeding.

Jason R. Bogart was fined $138 
for speeding.

Jay S. Broderick was fined $237 
for speeding.

Tonantzintla N. Chacon was fined 
$138 for speeding.

Nicole D. David was fined $132 
for improper parking.

Aug. 12: Lee A. Batchelder was 
fined $126 for speeding.


