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Investlgator helps county attorney’s cases

By Tom Betz
ntbetz @nwkansas.com

He is a new face in the county
attorney’s office, a full-time inves-
tigator helping get cases ready for
trial, but a familiar face around the
Sherman County Courthouse.

Burton Pianalto, a former
sheriff’s deputy, hasbeen on the job
since May and
says he feels he
has been able to
contribute to the
office.

“It ran pretty
well without
me,” he said,
“butIliketohelp
out and can help
in a few areas
like valuation reports.”

The idea of an investigator in the
county attorney’s office to help get
cases ready came up last year, said
County Attorney Bonnie Selby, and
money was putin this year’s county
budget for salary and a car.

“The girls think he is Mr. Won-
derful,” said Selby, who said she got
the idea for an investigator from
Thomas County.

“I' had worked with the person in
Thomas County frequently,” Selby
said, “and after talking to the people
there, they thought it was working.

“Icontacted the Sherman County
commissioners and Sheriff Kevin
Butts about the possibility.... It
took about a year to get the position
established.”

She said when she and the sher-
iff began talking, they were setting
up a job description.

“When it was first reported there

Selby

Burton Pianalto, who has been the county attorney’s investigator for about three months, said he is
helping the office and helping work cases for County Attorney Bonnie Selby.
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might be an investigator position,
people were coming to say they

wanted that position,” Selby said.

us was Burton, because he worked

“The mostlogical persontobothof the Kerri Bevington murder and did

a great job pulling that together.
“He offered and I accepted.”
She said she thinks Pianalto’s

greatest asset is his involvement

with youths, through both the
schools and church activities.

“There are few who haven’t got
a ‘Hi’ for me,” Pianalto said, add-
ing that working with kids has been
a focus of his time in law enforce-
ment. “I’had to stop substitute teach-
ing. Thavetaughtin all grades from
preschool to high school.”

He said he taught telecommuni-
cations digital switching at the
Northwest Kansas Technical
School before going full time with
the sheriff’s department in 2002.

“Hehas been an on-call computer
guy at the courthouse,” Selby said.

When asked why he wanted the
investigator position, Pianalto said
he thought the job suited him.

“I'had to give up patrol, (to be in
the office on a regular basis)” he
said, adding, “but thought I would
like to work with statutes and re-
search type information. I like to
deal with the paperwork.”

As the investigator, Pianalto
said, his job is to look over the in-
coming case files and look for
things that might need to be fol-
lowed up on.

“I evaluate the elements of the
crime and the evidence presented,”
he said. “If follow up is needed, I
contactthe officers to see if they can
pursue it. If they are unable, I can
follow up.”

“There is a misconception about
the job,” Selby said. ““We want the
officers to feel welcome to come to
Burton if they need advice or help.

We don’t want them to believe that
they work a case while they are on
duty and then bring the case over to
Burton and he follows up. That is
not true.

“One person cannot do all that.
He can’tfinisheverybody’s case for
them.”

An example of where having
Pianalto has helped was a recent
hearing on an aggravated indecent
liberties case, she said. Pianalto,
who pulled all the reports together
and was familiar with all the aspects
of the case, was the principal wit-
ness.

“It is an advantage to have that
one person on the witness stand who
had all that together,” the county
attorney said.

Abiggercaseis theinvestigation
of a hydroponic marijuana opera-
tion found near Kanorado last
month, Selby said.

“Burton was putin charge of pho-
tographing and cataloguing all the
evidence,” she said. “He has spent
lots of hours pulling that together.”

Selby said they need a better of-
fice for the investigator, and she’d
like to find acontractor to help solve
that problem.

“We need to remodel the office,”
she said. “The money is in this
year’s budget, and we have not
found anyone who seems to be in-
terested in approaching the
project.”

Pianalto is sharing an office with
Selby fornow, but she wants to give
him a place to work and to be able
to interview people in private.

“Ifanyone is interested, they can
call me,” Selby said.

Deputy enjoys working with kids, says crime seems to be in cycles

By Tom Betz
ntbetz@nwkansas.com

Dealing with kids and domestic
violence has kept the Sherman
County attorney and her new inves-
tigator busy in the three months he
has been working.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
said she is glad to have Burton
Pianalto on her staff. She said the
“great debate” might be whether
Pianalto decides he wants to go
back to being a full-time sheriff’s
deputy.

The investigator works out of the
county attorney’s office, but the
money for his salary and car come
from Sheriff Kevin Butts’ budget.

“He is mostly in this office,”

Selby said, “butif needed, he is out
of here.”

Selby, who has been in office
abouteight years, said she thinks the
case load is about the same as al-
ways, but that the type of case seems
to change about every two or three
years.

“We went through the meth labs,
and thatloaded us down,” she said.
“The procedure on those has
changed and we are not seeing
many.

“Our bigger focus has been on
juveniles, but that has been some-
what less lately.”

Pianalto said he has been
working on alot of domestic and
child in need of care cases in his

first few months.

“I think it is a cycle,” he said
about the domestic battery cases.
“When the heat goes up, the vio-
lence seems to go up.”

Selby said she thinks some of the
kids they have had trouble with are
maturing in the juvenile justice sys-
tem.

“The sad part is that if we take
them out of their homes and put
them in a more restricted environ-
ment, they dowell,” she said. “Then
we have to put them back to where
they were and it all falls apart.”

Selby thinks that is where
Pianalto can help with his back-
ground as a substitute teacher in the
Goodland Schools and his work

with kids through church groups.

Pianalto was born in Bird City,
the youngest of eight children of
Gene and Shirley Pianalto. He has
five sisters, one living brother and
one who died.

His dad was the manager of the
Bird City Co-op, he said, and his
mom was a housewife.

He attended the Northwest Kan-
sas Vocational-Technical School in
1980, then moved away for 10 years
and lived in Colorado Springs. He
moved back to Goodland in 1994 to
teach at the technical school.

He began his law enforcement
training in 1993 in Colorado
Springs, taking criminal investiga-
tion classes while working for

The mess was easier to make. . . .

Ampex, an early videotape and
digital electronics company.

“I worked on the first digital ma-
chine they produced,” he said. “I
believe they were the best, but we
did not have the publicity.”

He came back to teach at the then
technical school.

“I taught telecommunications
digital switching,” he said, “and I
taught every class in that group.”

He joined the Sherman County
Sheriff’s Department part time in
1998.

“I got my goal back on track and
went full time in 2002, he said.

Pianalto thinks his time as a sub-
stitute teacher has helped himrelate
to kids, and that many of those he
has had in the classroom always say
“hi.”

“My wife Roberta and I have
been involved in the youth groups
since we moved out here,” he said.
They are members of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Catholic Church.

His wife is a secretary at West
Elementary School and arepresen-
tative, or case manager, for Youth
Vision, an outreach program for
helping at-risk kids through the
25th Judicial District.
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REALTY AND AUCTION

1320 Syracuse St.

New Listing

All the work has been
done for you, just move in!
This clean, well kept home
offers tons of updates in-
cluding new siding and
some windows, remod-
eled bathroom, remodeled

utility room and newer

Karen Juranek (left) and Dustin Zelfer of Goodland spent Sat-
urday morning cleaning paint marks off the bricks on Main in front
of Central Elementary School as part of an agreement with city
police and the municipal judge. Both had a smile and were good
spirited about having to clean up the paint, the result of an

evening of fun finding out what happens when paint cans and
other types of bottles come in contact with a golf club. A mem-
ber of the city street crew provided barricades to keep the two
safe as they scrubbed the bricks. The rain Sunday morning

helped wash away traces of where the paint had been.
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correction

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing inanews story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news

should be fair and factual. We want
to keep an accurate record and ap-
preciate you calling to our attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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The Sherman County Economic Development Office is offer-
ing two separate grants for Sherman County residents for

exterior improvements to housing or businesses. If you are
interested in this program, please stop by the office located
at 104 E. 10th and pick up the requirements and an applica-
tion. The deadline for applications to be turned in is Sept. 21,
2007, at 4:30. For questions, please call (785) 890-3743.

' Need a Ride?

Call General Public Transportation Bus
Services are available within the
City limits of Goodland, Kansas

Monday thru Friday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm MST
785-899-5082

Donations are accepted
Handicap Accessible
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carpeting throughout. Offers living room, 2 bedrooms, dining room,
kitchen, bath and laundry room. Situated on a large lot (6 lots) with
single garage and storage building. Contact Cynthia Butts for your
showing at 785-821-1811 or visit www.cynthiabutts.com.
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Reduced Price

123 Toelkes. Price Reduced to $27,500. This 3 bedroom 2 bath
single level home is situated on corner lot and offers an oversized
attached garage and detached double garage. Contact Cynthia Butts
for your showing at 785-899-2328 or 785-821-1811. Visit
www.cynthiabutts.com for additional information.

Lots of new homes to choose from!

Take a look at some of my latest listings....
123 Toelkes......... $27,500 1116 Cherry....... $36,000
1320 Syracuse....$36,500 711 Harrison......$75,000

817 Washington...$75,000
6429 Rd. 26....... $135,000
926E. 2nd......... $319,000

785-899-2328
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Terry Richardson

O mis &
1023 Main Street ~ Goodland, Ks
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Donna Moore

714 Grand........ $112,500
6425 Rd. 26........ $225,000
1019 W. 13th......$64,900 (comm)

800-974-2426

Cynthia Butts

www.goodlandhomestead.com

E-mails:

Terry, Donna or Cynthia@goodlandhomestead.com



