Curses, foiled ag

Traveling
company

puts on play

By Pat Schiefen
pjschiefen@nwkansas.com

Kids were treated to a visit by the
master sleuth, Sherlock Holmes, in
achildren’s play put on by the Trav-
eling Lantern Theatre Company on
Tuesday as part of the Goodland
Public Library’s summer reading
program.

“Sherlock Holmes and the Case
of the Dastardly Diary” pitted the
super sleuth, played by Christopher
Markham, against his arch enemy,
Prof. James Moriarty, played by
Tamara Torok. Torok and Markham
also play other parts.

In the play, Inspector Lestrade
brings the almost 300-year old di-
ary of 13-year-old Queen Elizabeth
I to Holmes to figure out who had
stolen the book from the London
Library.

Holmes deduces that the book
was taken by aleft-handed man who
smokes expensive Cuban cigars
and that the pages for Dec. 14, 15
and 16 are missing.

Holmes, with his partner, Dr.
John Watson, played by Elizabeth
Fulcher, talk to the librarian, Miss
Crankshaft, who said one key for
the archived books was locked in
the safe and Henry Higgins
Heathclifft had the other.

Heathclifft’s fiancee, Lydia
Lamptree, said that Heathclifft had
disappeared three weeks ago. Aran-
som note asked her to take the diary
in return for her financee, who
never came back. Holmes had fig-
ured out that the diary told of a se-
cretpassage in the Tower of London
that Elizabeth had to use to hide in
as Watson read the two days previ-
ous to the missing pages.

The Tower of London was home
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n, as sleuth visits library

Sherlock Holmes, played by Christopher Markham, talked over
details of the “Case of the Dastardly Diary” with Dr. Watson, played

to the crown jewels. Moriarty
comes through the secret passage to
be foiled by Holmes posing as a pro-
fessor reading “The Raven” by
Edgar Allen Poe. Holmes fights off
the sword-slinging Moriarty to save
the day.

Moriarty says “Curses, foiled

again.”

The group, based out of San Di-
ego,does children’s theater all over
the country. Torok said she lives and
performs out of Chicago. She
graduated from the University of
Arizona with a Bachelor of Fine
Arts, the Goldstone and Johnson

by Elizabeth Fulcher, during a special presentation for young read-
ers atthe Goodland Public Library last Monday.
Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

School for Mimes and the Second
City Conservatory and is certified
as a stage combatant.

Markham, from Virginia, said he
helped write, direct and perform
with the Wayside Player’s debut
production of “Fractured Fairy
Tales.” He was a singing Elvis di-

nosaur with the Timestop Players in
Chicago and spent three years per-
forming in plays on electrical safety
with the National Theatre for Chil-
dren.

Sherlock Holmes was created by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a British
writer, in the 1890s.

J.C. Penney manager adjusting to small-town life

By Sharon Corcoran
slcorcoran @nwkansas.com

She may be used to the city, but
J.C.Penney’s new manager is find-
ing plenty to like inourru- [i¥
ral area.

Lorri Madden, new clus-
ter manager for the
Goodland and McCook,
Neb., Penney stores, brings
27 years of retail experi-
ence, and 24 in manage-
ment, to the job. Her re-
sume includes 10 years at
Searsin Durham,N.C.;3 1/
2 years at Henry’s, a specialty store
in Wichita; 2 1/2 years at Dillard’s
in Wichita; and 2 1/2 years at J.C.
Penney in Wichita.

She said she is adjusting to man-
aging two small-town stores after
managing the Wichita store with
191 associates, but it is a welcome
change. Madden said she grew up
on a farm and her husband Thomas
grew up in Buffalo Valley, Okla., a
town with about 200 people.

Madden

“We’re excited about the small-
town environment,” she said, add-
ing that they haven’tchosen ahome
yet but plan to live within 30 miles

) of McCook.
- “T have to be close for
response time for emer-
gencies,” she said. “It’s
my main store.”

Mrs. Madden said she
has found many things
she likes about
Goodland, including the
people, the food and
places to shop.

“I’ve met so many people here,”
she said, “and no one that wasn’t
just fabulous to talk to.”

They make the best breakfast
burrito at the Cowboy Loop, she
said, adding that she can’t wait to
get there in the morning. And the
Almond Tree (next toJ.C. Penney)
is one of the neatest little specialty
stores, Madden said.

“I don’t dare go in there,” she
said. “I don’t have a home yet, but

matters of record

it will be great for decorating when
Ido.T’ll be doing a lot of shopping
here.”

Madden said she started work
here June 4 and has been living ina
hotel. Her husband is still in Wichita
with their “family,” three dogs and
three cats. She has a daughter,
Shenelle, 29, and her husband has
a son, Jason, 11, and daughter,
Kristen, 9, who live with their mom.
They have a grandson, Calam.

“We had both step-children for a
year and a half,” she said. “I was
grandma and mom. We have three
dogs and three cats — that is our
family.”

Her husband has worked as a
warehouse manager and construc-
tion worker and was a full-time stu-
dent, majoring in computer elec-
tronics for medical facilities.

There is ahigh demand for thatin
Wichita area, she said. There are no
plans to move or enlarge the
Goodland store, Madden said, and
definitely not to close it. Madden

Goodland Police

The following crimes have been
reported to the Goodland Police
Department:

June 11 — 1.47 a.m., 1524
Broadway, Danyale Nothdurft re-
ported a burglary and theft.

June 12— 6:19 a.m., 813 1/2
Broadway, arrested Gary Searle, Jr.
on a warrant. Case referred to
county attorney.

June 13 — 5:38a.m., 1602 Main,

Toni Espinoza was a victim of dis-
orderly conduct. Case referred to
city attorney.

6:29 a.m., 216 E. 3, report of
criminal damage to Sherman
County property.

9:06 a.m., 611 Sherman, Ronald
Weber reported criminal damage to
property.

9:14 a.m., 223 W. 5, Roberta
Colsonreported criminal damage to

property.

2:15 p.m., 1631 Main, Dominga
Reyna reported a vehicle theft.

6:25 p.m., 1401 Cherry, Amber
Webster reported criminal damage
to property.

June 14 — 1:18 a.m., 1602 Main,
James L. Wilson was a victim of
battery. Case referred to city attor-
ney.
11:58 a.m., 508 E. 11, Stacey
Kaliher reported criminal damage
to property.

NEED A HOT NEW LOOK FOR
THE SUMMER?
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said that is not an option.

Both stores are profitable, she
said, and both being downtown are
unique.

“It doesn’t always work to fix it
if it isn’t broke,” Madden said.
“Thereisn’tany other Penney’s like
this one. That makes it special.”

The Goodland store is the second
smallest in the company, she said,
butboth stores received the highest
customer service scores in the com-
pany. That comes from the custom-
ers, she said, and says a lot for the
staff. They’ve good stores to have,
she said.

The challenges the Goodland
store faces is that retailers rank their
stores according to size alphabeti-
cally, Madden said, with “A” being
the biggest. They stock according to
rank, she said, so to have the right

amount of stock in the Goodland
store, they would have to set a spe-
cial rank for just that store.

Having a large inventory in a
small space has advantages,
though, she said; you can get
things in sizes here you can’t get
in other stores because they sell
out so fast.

She said her goal and the
company’sis tolisten to customers.

“The customers have told us they
want new stores in new markets,”
she said, “so the company is open-
ing about 50 new stores in the next
three years. That is their focus.”

She plans to do the same but will
need some time to find out what that
is.

“Being so new to this area,” she
said, “I don’t have a lot of informa-
tion.”

Back by Special Request®)
The High Plains Museum offers the
“Historic Goodland” Custom Afghans

Offered in Black & White or Black & Gold
HURRY! Only 20 Available of each

Call the Museum or stop by for more information.
{7 17 Cherry Ave ~ Goodland, Kan (7853) 890-4599

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
WATER WELLS IMPROVEMENT

Owner

City of Kanorado

404 Center, PO Box 68
Kanorado, KS 67741

Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of : a new water treatment building, motor controls,
discharge piping and all associated equipment to bring under control, disinfect and distribute
ground water from existing and/or new wells, and furnish and install a generator and automatic
transfer switch to provide reliable alternative power for the treatment building and well #4.

Will be received by The City of Kanorado at the office of the City Clerk until 1:30 pm

TREATMENT BUILDING
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Priest
from

India

By Pat Schiefen
p/schiefen@nwkansas.com

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic had a visiting priest,
the Rev. John Kandathinkara
from India, when Father
Norbet Dlabal was on vacation
in June.

FatherJohn said he has been
in the U.S. finishing his doc-
torate in psychology. After
leaving Goodland, he planned
to go to California and then
Baltimore before going back
to India.

He said he has been in India
the seven years but the previ-
ous nine he spent in the
Conneticut and Baltimore
area. Asa Vincentian Mission-
ary and priest for 23 years, he
preached at retreats for groups
such as teachers and was a
spiritual advisor for up to 60
seminarians and 30 theolo-
gians.

“India is 80 percent Hindu,
13 percent Moslem and 3 per-
cent Christian,” he said. “Itis
very difficult to convert Mos-
lems. There is persecution of
Christians because they do
charitable work and are agents
of change. In mission work,
we help setup village coopera-
tive associations and help poor
people learn how to manage
money.

“The poor are very scared,
but many are coming forward.
Christians lead the way for so-
cial change.

“The fundamentalist and
rich Hindus are concerned
about losing their power.”

“Hinduism is a way of life
and is not a united religion.
There are plenty of Gods,” he
said. “It’s mostly cultural and
away of life rather than areli-
gion.”

Father John said hardcore
Hindus are nonviolent.

In the northern states of In-
dia, Christianity has roots go-
ing back to St. Thomas, who
came as a missionary in 32
A.D., he said. In early times,
he said, high-caste Hindus
liked to keep around a Chris-
tian so they did not have to
bathe seven times after they
touched a person of a lower
caste. They believed touching
a Christian purified them.

Father John said his parents
are dead but he has three sis-
ters and a brother. His oldest
sister is a Franciscan nun.
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(Mountain Daylight Time) Monday, July 16, 2006,

and then at said office publicly opened and read aloud.

Copies for the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office of:
EBH & Associates located at_596 Airport Road Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 899-7019

upon payment of $80.00 for a full size set of drawings, $30.00 for a half size set of drawings,
$50.00 for a set of specifications, and $15.00 for electronic copy of plans on CD.

Return of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will not be refunded.
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