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City commission approves fire-aid agreement

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland City Commission
approved a revised fire mutual-aid
agreement with Sherman County
last week, but the new language
does not include any mention of
zero tolerance for alcohol.

The city presented the agreement
to county commissioners at the end
of February when all the city volun-
teer firemen submitted their resig-
nations. Both commissions tabled
the agreement until questions could
be answered.

City Manager Wayne Hill said
some changes had been made, and
that City Attorney Jeff Mason had
talked to County Attorney Bonnie
Selby, but she had not gotten back
to him on the final details.

“I don’t think we should wait on
her,” Mason said. “I suggest the city
approve this format and sentitto the
county.”

MayorRick Billinger asked if the
city was rushing the agreement.

“Aren’t we going to have to wait
until she has decided what they
want to have?” he asked.

City Commissioner Josh
Dechant said approving the agree-
ment would show progress.

“We sent them one,” Billinger
said, “and they sent it back with
changes we could not accept.”

Mason said Selby has seen the
version being considered. Hill rec-
ommended the commission ap-
prove the agreement.

Commissioner Dave Daniels
made amotion to approve the agree-
ment as presented, and Dechant
seconded. Billinger asked Mason
what changes had been made.

“The major change was taking
out mention of the alcohol policy,”
Mason said.

“Everything is answered except
the alcohol?” Billinger asked.

“We should not put anything in
here about our or their personnel
policy,” Mason said.

The commissioners voted 4-0 to
approve the aid agreement. Com-
missioner John Garcia was absent.

Billinger asked Hill about the re-
vision of city employee policies,
including alcohol, and if the com-
mission is going to have any input.

“Are you going to have them for
the next meeting?” the mayor
asked.

“We are looking at several of the
policies,” Hill said. “I don’t think
they will be ready by the next meet-
ing. I want to be sure the policies
follow the legal guidelines.”

“I assume we are going to zero
tolerance,” Billinger said.

“It may be difficult to go to zero
and zero tolerance,” Hill said. “Some
medicines cause you to have aslight
level of alcohol, which is what is
covered under the existing policy.”

“I'’know we random test employ-
ees,” Billinger said. “Do we test
everybody?”

City Clerk Mary Volk said those
employees with commercial
driver’slicenses and those in safety-
sensitive jobs are subject to random
testing.

“Everybody is subject to the rea-
sonable-suspicion standard,” she
added.

“I'think we need to get this done,”
Billinger said.

“It is being typed at this time,”
Hill said.

“I think it is something we need
alotofdiscussionon,” Daniels said.

“We are working on it,” Hill said,
“and taking some from other poli-
cies.”

“Getthe Highway Patrol policy,”
Billinger said. “I believe there
should not be any tolerance any-
where, whether it is volunteers or
paid people.

“That is my two cents worth.”

Daniels said he thought there
neededtobe along discussion about
the policy, and said he was not con-
vinced the city could force volun-
teers to a zero tolerance.

On arelated issue, Daniels said it
was good to read a letter from the
Insurance Services Offices about a
recent visit to the city by the agency,
which grades fire coverage for in-
surance carriers. There was some
fear the city’srating would drop af-
ter the firemen quit.

Fire Chief Scott Gilmerreceived
the letter on March 13.

“I was interested in the three ar-
eas the letter mentions,” Daniels
said.

The letter said the information is

Water-system project top issue in Kanorado
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winter brought out. There are places
it doesn’t drain, he said; the water
just sits there.

“We need to get things to where
it’s running,” he said, “not standing
around.”

There have been problems with
the transfer station, Korbelik said;
the city needs to upgrade or repair it.
He isn’t sure how to fix the problems
or which are the mostimportant, but
he will ask the City Council to help.

“If I get elected,” he said, “T’1l
need to talk to the council and get
ideas, decide what are the most im-
portant issues and go from there.”

Korbelik said his strengths as
mayor would be that he gets along
with people and he can see what
needs to be done. He also said it is
important for Kanorado to have a
mayor who’s always around.

“Bob (Helderman) works at Co-
op,” Korbelik said. “He’s around all
the time, and I’m retired, so I'm
around all the time. Sandy works in
Goodland. I think if there’s a crisis,

the mayor should be around to
handle it on the spot.”

Bagley said that won’t prevent
her from doing the job.

“I'don’t see him doing volunteer
work around here,” she said. “I vol-
unteer here in Kanorado; I do things
for Kanorado.”

Bagley said she and her husband
Rex have both worked in Burling-
ton, and he still does, while she now
works in Goodland. Kanorado is a
nice little town, she said, and it’s a
good place to live that is easy to
drive from to work in Goodland or

Burlington.

Bagley said as mayor, she’d like
to get grants for other projects.

“We need to make the town look
better,” she said, “and bring in some
businesses.

“I want to work on Main Street,
beautify, make things look nicer.”

She saiditis important to keep the
community together and to bring
more families in.

Bagley said her strengths as
mayor would be that she cares about
the community, likes people and
does alot of volunteer work.

Incumbents seek re-election in Goodland

CITY, from Page 1

as acommissioner. He said he wants
to keep the progress moving for-
ward the city has made in the past
few years.

Everyone in the county will vote
at the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Hall, 824 Main. Polls will be open
from7 a.m. to7 p.m.

Positions for the Goodland com-

mission, Kanorado mayor and
council and Goodland School
Board will be on the ballot.

School board members Jane Phil-
brick and Andrew House are seek-

ing re-election. Chuck Wilkens and
John Hendrich are running for the
seats now held by Marty Melia and
Fritz Doke, who did not run again.

TheRev. Travis Blake of the First

Baptist Church has filed as a write-
in candidate, so there will be a con-
test to decide.

The top four candidates will win
four-year terms.

Taste of Home cookbooks available
at Goodland Star-News. Call 899-2338.

¢ 21st Century Bean
¢ A Head of the Times
¢ Aeschilman-Aero

¢ Almond Tree

¢ American Electric

¢ American Fidelity

¢ Antique Warehouse

¢ BANKWEST OF KANSAS
¢ Beauty for Life

¢ Best Western Buffalo Inn
¢ Bubba’s Meat Block

¢ Butterfly Aviation & Cafe
¢ Car Quest

¢ Century Feeders

¢ China Garden

¢ City of Goodland

¢ Cochran Farm Supply
¢ Comfort Inn

¢ Crazy R’s

¢ Culligan

¢ Dairy Queen

¢ Daylight Donuts

¢ Dorman Brothers

¢ Duncan Enterprises

¢ Eagle Communications
¢ Edward D. Jones

¢ El Dorado

¢ Elliott’s Furniture

¢ Emilee McGuire

¢ Family Style

¢ Finley Motors, Inc.

¢ First National Bank

# Fixsen Electronics

¢ Gambino’s Pizza

¢ Garcia’s Home Furnishings
¢ Garrett’s Liquor

¢ Gerald Franklin

¢ Goodell’s Greenhouse

¢ Goodland Arts Council
¢ Goodland Dental Arts
¢ Goodland Gun Club

¢ Goodland Star-News

¢ American Family Insurance

¢ CB Heating & Air Conditioning

¢ Dan Brenner Ford-Mercury

¢ Goodland Activities Center

¢ Goodland Machine & Auto, LLC

¢ Herl Chevrolet

+ High Plains Office Supply, LLC

¢ Hot Brush

¢ Howard Johnsons
¢ Jacque’s Hallmark
¢ |CPenny

¢ Jim Applebee

¢ Jo Ann Wahrman

¢ Kamper Liquor

¢ KansasLand Tire

¢ KBSL Eyewitness News
¢ Kear’s Quality Liquor
¢ Ken & JoAnn Clouse

¢ Klip N’ Kurl

¢ KLOE/KWGB/KKCI
¢ Koren Dechant

¢ L&L Engine

¢ Lock’s Electric

¢ Loftin Electric

¢ Lonny’s Quality Auto Body

¢ Madd Hatter
¢ Mann’s Jewelry
¢ Marilyn Frisbie

¢ Mark & Cindy Smith

* Mary Wickwar
¢ McB’s Motor Co

¢ McClung’s Appliances
¢ McClure’s Plumbing

¢ Medical Arts Pharmacy
¢ Miller’s Home Center
¢ Morrison & Wahlmeier

¢ Mountain Man
¢ Mr. Jim's

¢ NAPA

¢ Nationwide

¢ Newman Vision

¢ Nor'west Recreation
¢ NWKTC Auto Body Repair
¢ NWKTC Auto Technology

¢ NWKTC Bookstore

¢ NWKTC Business Technology

¢ NWKTC Cafeteria

¢ NWKTC Cosmetology
¢ NWKTC Diesel Technology
¢ NWKTC Electrical Technology

¢ NWKTC ECT
¢ NWKTC HVAC/R

Vtank You! Thank You!

A Special THANK YOU TO all Corporate Sponsors, All Attendees, and All Volunteer Workers!
NWKTC Endowment Association thanks you for your Contributions and help in making the
Endowment Auction’s Reverse Giveaway Scholarship Fundraiser 2007 a success!

¢ NWKTC Welding/Carpentry
¢ Nyla Finley

¢ Orschlen’s
¢ Otter Inc.

¢ Overhead Door
¢ Paxton Building

# Pepsi
¢ Pizza Hut

# Prairie Rose Floral Co.
¢ Prairieland Animal Clinic

¢ Presto

# Rasure’s Do It Center

4 Red Brick Road

¢ Rubi Doll’s/Cowboy Loop
¢ S&T Communications

# Schlosser Concrete

¢ Schmidt’s Premium Beef

¢ Serendipity Flower Shop

¢ Shannan Garrett

¢ Sharon Spring’s Bumper to Bumper
¢ Shear Dimensions

¢ Shore’s Bumper to Bumper
¢ Short & Son

¢ SmitteO’s VideOs

¢ Smitty Sports

4 Snap-On

¢ SunOpta

¢ Sun-Set Trucking & Repair
¢ Super 8 Motel

¢ The Framing Place

¢ The Insurance Agency

¢ The Prints and The Paper
¢ The Sherman Theatre

¢ The Total Look

¢ Topside Office Supply

¢ United Plains Ag

¢ Unruh Chiropractic

¢ Wal-Mart

¢ Snappy Snack

¢ Sports Shop

¢ State Farm Insurance
# Strait Associates

¢ Wark’s Embroidery

¢ Wane's Carpet & Drapery, Inc

¢ Western Distributing, Budweiser
¢ Western State Bank

¢ Williams Consulting

¢ Goodland Steakhouse Diner
¢ Grinnell Locker
¢ Hennick Lumber

¢ NWKTC IT Division
¢ NWKTC Medical Assistant
¢ NWKTC Office Staff

¢ Witzel & Rhea Implement Co.
¢ Yost Farm Supply

being collected “to determine a fire
insurance classification, which may
be used in the calculation of prop-
erty insurance premiums. The in-
formation Is not for property loss
prevention or life safety purposes
and no life safety or property loss
prevention recommendations will
be made.

“Please provide us with any fu-
ture updates as they occur, includ-

ing changes in fire station locations,
new fire stations or changes in
boundaries.”

The office had someone come out
and visit with Gilmer about the
changes in the fire department and
the new volunteers.

He said the inspector said no
change in classification would be
made until a further review next
year.
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