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from our viewpoint...

Plan to close office

should start a fight

The state office of the U.S. Farm Service Agency, after suffer-
ing abloody nose last year with a proposal to close more than half
its county offices, has come back with a plan to close 11 in some
of the state’s smallest counties.

Innorthwest Kansas, only the office in Gove, the state’s small-
est county seat with a population of 103, would close, merging
with the Logan County office in Oakley. Farmers could chose to
do business with the government at any office, and many are ex-
pected to gravitate to nearby Hoxie in Sheridan County.

The agency’s Agriculture Department twin, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, announced that it will follow suit,
closing offices in the same 11 counties.

Under the first plan, offices in Oberlin, St. Francis and Sharon
Springs in the northwest would have closed, but for the present,
all are safe.

So, with our offices open, we should go on about our business
and ignore this little government reorganization?

Only if we want to be next.

Eleven offices is just a foot in the door. Given their way, even-
tually the bureaucrats would return for another bite. And another.

Today, Farm Service and Conservation offices typically are
small, three or four workers in a county, with the two “co-located”
in the same building.

If you want to see the future, though, look to the largest agency
in the Agriculture Department, the Forest Service. Once run by
district rangers stationed out in the woods, in small towns and
mining camps, the service averaged three to four employees per
district well into the 1950s.

In the last 25 years, though, the service closed most of its rural
offices, concentrating employees at ranger stations with 20-25
employees.

No onelost their job, mind you. Employee numbers stayed fairly
constant. But the layers of bureaucracy thickened as workers be-
gan to specialize in one area or another, grazing, timber, recre-
ation, law enforcement. Little money was saved, butexpenses for
vehicles and travel soared.

The management model is a lot like the one adopted a couple
of years ago by the Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services, which closed many of'its county offices in favor of
regional offices serving several counties.

The result, as usual, was no money saved, but a big disconnect
between clients and those supposed to serve them.

These consolidations aren’t about saving money. They re not
about good management or specialization. They’re about gath-
ering the troops in one place and creating a warm nest.

The represent the state and federal governments abandoning
towns that get too small, too dull for officials to want to work in.

In rural America, we shouldn’t tolerate that, not from the De-
partment of Agriculture, the state or any other government de-
signed to serve us. If the agency is going to have the same em-
ployees and the same expenses, why not spend some money in
towns like Gove?

We should fight this kind of thinking, whenever it appears. —
Steve Haynes
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There’s another cat in our basement

Steve told me not to go looking for anew cat
and, as usual, he was right.

Steve’stheory is that the cats always find us.
Too true.

But I’ve been wanting to replace my miss-
ing Siamese for about five years.

Every time anew catcomes — usually from
my children — it’s not a Siamese.

So when my favorite pet pusher told me
about a Siamese kitten she had at the Norton
city animal shelter, I tumbled.

Sherry works as the Norton animal control
officer and as the circulation/classified/you-
name-it manager at The Norton Telegram.
Which s probably why The Telegramhas alot
of information aboutlost, strayed, dumped and
underloved cats and dogs in it.

The newspaper office even has a pair of
birds, which Sherry brought in for a short visit
— about a year ago. Oh well. The Oberlin of-
fice has a cat and we never even pretended it
belonged to anyone but the newspaper.

Anyway, back to the Siamese.

Sherry said she had a 5-month-old female
Siamese-mix that needed a home.

I'talked to Steve. I discussed it with the girls
at the office. I talked to Steve.

I called Sherry about a test drive.
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Sure, she said, I’ll bring her down to the of-
fice.

Istopped by The Telegram and picked herup
— ascared bundle of shedding fur. She’s beau-
tifully marked and lay unresisting in my lap.

Ah, Ithought, the perrfectcat — pretty, lov-
ing, docile.

Athome, I showed her where the water was
upstairs and the food and litter box and food
bowl downstairs. Then I let her go.

She ran between a couple of boxes near the
food bowl in the basement.

OK, no problem. I knew where she was and
she was safe from the other cats.

ButIwasafraid she’d getlonely. Sol headed
for bed, taking the new baby with me.

Sheneeds abitmore socialization, I figured,
and a night in our bed should help her to get
close to Steve and me.

Steve stays up late, but he was ready to hit
the hay at about 2 a.m. when I woke and real-

ized something was wrong.

The baby had had an accident all over me,
the bed and herself.

Steve removed the kitten to her hole between
the boxes in the basement. I took a shower and
stripped the bed and rinsed the sheets. He
hauled the bedding to the washing machine.

We remade the bed and went to sleep, figur-
ing that I was to blame for the “accident.”

That was four days ago, and neither of us has
touched the new kitten since.

We figure she’s somewhere in the basement
among the boxes, Christmas decorations, sum-
mer clothing, books and stored items. There are
about a million places a small cat could hide
down there.

We’re pretty sure she hasn’tleft through the
catdoor. It’skindahard to getto,and every time
one of the other cats goes down there, it growls
and sniffs around suspiciously. Steve says he
saw a flash of white the other night.

The up side of this is that Jezebel, the cat we
hadn’t seen since we took her to the vet three
months ago, has come upstairs demanding love
and attention. Rooming with a kitten appar-
ently wasn’t to her taste.

We still have a cat in the basement we never
see. It’s just a different cat.

We can help global warming, save money

By Jim Merriott

The Oberlin herald

Is Al Gore right?

Whether heisrightor notabout global warm-
ing, I believe one thing: this winter’s weather
isdefinitely different than ithas been in the past
50 years of my life.

Viewing Mr. Gore’s film on global warming,
“An Inconvenient Truth,” got me thinking
again about our Ol’ Mother Earth.

No matter how much I try to help stop glo-
bal warming, doing whatexperts suggest tocut
down carbon dioxide into our atmosphere, I am
only one person. It will take each person on this
planet to see the big picture.

Sure, most likely, [willneverlive to see what
happens, but somewhere down the line, future
generations are going to have to live with what
I, along with every other person who lived dur-
ing my time, left them.

When Americans crossed this land, calling
it Manifest Destiny, they didn’t give a damn
aboutraping the environment. They feltit was
there for the taking and it would last forever.

Now sitting in my air-conditioned house
when the temperature is 104 degrees out, or
when the temperature dipped to -10 degrees, I
think to myself, what did my ancestors do back
in the day?

They didn’t have the comforts that spoil us
today. We have developed technology to make
our lives easier, but does it really hurt us to cut
back and see what it felt like to be alive 150
years ago?

When the blower motor went out on my fur-
nace the coldest day of this year, the tempera-
ture dropped to 46 degrees in the house.

Idecided to heat the house with the six kero-
sene lamps that I inherited from my grandpar-
ents. It wasn’t thatuncomfortable, and if Thad
a wood-burning stove like grandpa did, the
house would have been nice and toasty. I have
no way of knowing how much emissions the
stove would have put out, but I do remember
tossing in dried cow chips in one, the ol’ tim-
ers way of recycling. It wasn’t that bad.

So I have looked at the website
www.stopglobalwarming.org to see if there is
anything that I can do. Here are a few things
we all can do to not only help global warming,
but put a few bucks back into our pockets.

* Check the water heater, keep the thermo-
stat no higher than 120 degrees. Save 550
pounds of CO2 and $30 per year.
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* Use a push mower or electric mower. Use
your muscles instead of fossil fuels; this can
save 80 pounds of CO2 and a few bucks per
year.

* Put on a sweater instead of turning up the
heatin your house. Wear more clothing in win-
ter. Save 1,000 pounds of CO2 and $250 per
year.

* Inflate your tires. Keep the tires on your
vehicle adequately inflated. Check them
monthly. Save 250 pounds of CO2 and $840
per year.

e Install a low-flow shower head, using less
H20 in the shower means less energy to heat
it. Save 350 pounds of CO2 and $150 per year.

* Switch to a tankless water heater. Your
water will be heated as you use it rather than
keeping a tank of hot water. Save 300 pounds

of CO2 and $390 per year.

* Change the air-conditioner filter. Clean or
replace dirty air conditioner filters as recom-
mended. Save 350 pounds of CO2 and $150 per
year.

* Insulate your water heater. Keep your wa-
ter heater insulated could save 1,000 pounds of
CO2 and $40 per year.

* Replace old appliances. Inefficient appli-
ances waste energy. Save hundreds of pounds
of CO2 and hundreds of dollars per year.

* Buy minimally packaged goods.Less pack-
aging couldreduce your garbage by 10 percent.
Save 1,200 pounds of CO2 and $1,000 per year.

* Insulate your home. Make sure your walls
and ceilings are insulated. Save 2,000 pounds
of CO2 and about $245 per year.

* Finally, take some action. There are many
simple things we cando inour daily life — what
we eat, what we drive, how we build our homes
— that can have an effect on our immediate
surroundings, and places as far away as Ant-
arctica.

If everybody pitches in, we all win and save
afew bucks along the way.
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