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The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should be fair and factual. We want
to keep an accurate record and ap-
preciate you calling to our attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

corrections

TEXAS RED’STEXAS RED’STEXAS RED’STEXAS RED’STEXAS RED’S
BAR-B-QBAR-B-QBAR-B-QBAR-B-QBAR-B-Q

Formerly Frontier Equity Exchange in Goodland

will be at Frontier Ag on
March 12 to March 15

Beef brisquet • Turkey Breast
• Chicken Halves • Sausages • Pork Ribs

Fountain Drinks, Chips
and Snacks available also inside!

Whether retirement is
down the road or just
around the corner, if
you’re working toward
your goals now, the bet-
ter off you’ll be. At Ed-
ward Jone’s, we take a
long-term perspective.
So, we recommend our
clients buy quality in-
vestments and hold
onto them.

To learn more about why
Edward Jones make sense
for you, call today.

DREAMING UP THE IDEAL

RETIREMENT
IS YOUR JOB.

Kris Yost
Financial Advisor
114 E 11th
Goodland, KS,
67735
785-899-3611

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

HELPING YOU GET THERE IS OURS.

First graders Brooke Keim (left) and Molly Hernandez tried to figure out if they could cover any
more squares in a game of “book bingo” at the Family Reading Night at West Elementary School
last Monday.  The school site council sponsored a hot dog feed before, served by the Goodland
Rotary Club.                                                                                                              Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

Hot dogs fill stomachs;
reading feeds minds
By Pat Schiefen

The Goodland Star-News
Parents and students from West Elementary

School ate hot dogs served by the Goodland Rotary
Club on Tuesday night, then split into groups for
some reading fun.

The West Elementary School Site Council put on
the hot dog feed to buy books for the district’s read-
ing rotation program. The event raised $500, which
will be matched by Wal-Mart.

This was the first year the school had invited par-
ents and their kids to come and read.

Amity Ihrig, librarian at West, recruited guests to
help her read to kids and their parents, including
Marcy Melia, children’s librarian at Goodland Pub-
lic Library; Curtis Duncan, broadcaster at KLOE
radio; and Ron Schilling, the Cow Guy. Duncan was
preparing to read “Green Eggs and Ham” by Dr.
Seuss.

Teachers Shelley Kirk, Emily Braxmeyer and
Donna Whitmore put together a “Read into the Sun-

set” session. Kirk, in Western dress, read a
Cinderella story, “Cowboy Prince,” about a cow-
boy who wanted to go to a dance. His f”airy cow
mother” turned one of his cows into a white stallion
to ride to the ball.

Pat Thompson’s and Janice Pearson’s session was
“Proud to be an American Reader.” They had a small
coloring book about American symbols and a sheet
talking about the meaning of each of the folds in
folding an American flag.

 “Color My World” in the session by Pat Pickett,
Janet Davis and Cassondra Van Allen focused on
how colors combine to make other colors. The
teachers passed out paddles with the primary col-
ors, red, green and blue. Two paddles of differing
colors could be held to the light to give another
color..

Devlin Mull and Linda Lucas led a group in Book
Bingo. Kids matched words about reading and
books on a card. The prize for the winning readers
was a book of their own.

matters of record

Ranch owners respond
in prairie-dog battle
By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press
Six of seven defendants are fight-

ing a lawsuit filed against them by
Logan County commissioners try-
ing to enforce a 1901 state law al-
lowing townships to eradicate prai-
rie dogs without a landowner’s per-
mission.

Landowners Larry and Elizabeth
Haverfield of Russell Springs, Rob-
ert G. Barnhardt Jr. of Bucklin and
Donald and Lillian Becker of
Winona claim state law protects
them from the suit.

Dixie Surratt of Panhandle,
Texas, filed a separate reply, while
Maxine Blank of Willard, Utah, the
seventh defendant, has not re-
sponded to the suit.

The landowners, to varying de-
grees, say they want to try less dras-
tic control methods than poisoning
all their land, including possible
reintroduction of the rare black-
footed ferret.

Neighbors say prairie dogs are
escaping from the uncontrolled
fields and infesting their land.

In August, Commissioners Doug
Mackley, Carl Uhrich and Nick
Scott wrote all Logan County land-
owners that starting Oct. 1, anyone
facing a formal complaint about
uncontrolled prairie dogs would
have 15 days to comply with state
law requiring landowners to control
the squirrels.

The county sent a contractor to
start killing the prairie dogs, but the
Haverfields and others moved
cattle into the area, blocking the
poison application.

As of December, commissioners
said, 47 residents had complained
about one or more of the defen-
dants, claiming the landowners
were preventing the county from
poisoning the prairie dogs.

County Attorney Andrea Wyrick
filed a lawsuit on behalf of the com-
missioners to enforce compliance
and force the landowners to remove
cattle from the land where poison

was to be applied.
In January, the commissioners

asked Judge Jack Lively, a senior
judge appointed to the case by state
Supreme Court Chief Justice Kay
McFarland, to force the landowners
allow the county to kill the prairie
dogs.

Logan County Commissioner
Uhrich said prairie dogs infest
about 18,000 acres of Logan
County land. Mike Mitchner of the
Kansas Wildlife and Parks Depart-
ment at Pratt, said about 130,000
acres in the state harbor prairie
dogs.

Wichita attorney Randall Rath-
bun representing, the Haverfields,
Barnhardt and the Beckers filed a
response to the county lawsuit. It
claims state law protects the land-
owners from what he calls a “nui-
sance” lawsuit.

Rathbun said state law protects
and encourages development and
improvement of farmland for pro-
duction of food and other agricul-
tural products.

The landowners claim prairie
dogs are an “at-risk species” and
have been named as a candidate for
the federal list of endangered and
threatened wildlife three times
since 2000.

“With the ongoing federal and
state concern to preserve this spe-
cies (prairie dog),” Rathbun’s re-
sponse said, “one has to wonder
why this county would drag these
ranchers before this court to seek a
remedy that in the defendant’s ex-
perience is unprecedented.”

The response said the defendants
believe the Kansas Farm Bureau’s
opposition to the congressionally
mandated reintroduction of the en-
dangered black-footed ferret is
pushing the eradication.

“Apparently, the Farm Bureau
has somehow concluded that this is
a threat which must be opposed,”
Rathbun wrote.

In November, state and federal
wildlife officials held meetings in

Logan County to talk about reintro-
duction of the black-footed ferret,
a rare predator, once thought to be
extinct, which lives in prairie dog
colonies and feeds primarily on
prairie dogs.

Court documents show the
Haverfields and Barnhart have an
agreement with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior to allow reintroduc-
tion of the ferret on their property
to help control prairie dogs.

They claim the county trying to
force them to eradicate prairie dogs
is a “deprivation of a valuable prop-
erty right.”

Surratt, like the Haverfields,
Barnhardt and the Beckers, claims
townships, not the county, have the
right to enforce prairie dog control.

Surratt’s attorney, Allan Hurlbutt
of Sharon Springs, said in paper-
work filed Feb. 21 in Logan County
District Court, that state law autho-
rizes only township boards to eradi-
cate prairie dogs.

Donald Hoffman of Hays, a spe-
cial counsel assisting Wyrick, re-
plied that a previous county com-
mission on July 31, 1981, entered
into an agreement with all town-
ships in Logan County to assume
responsibility for prairie dogs.

In their motion for an injunction,
Wyrick and Hoffman are asking the
judge to force the landowners to
move cattle from land infested by
prairie dogs.

The county alleged the landown-
ers put the cattle to pasture to delay
the county’s use of the chemical
Rozol.

Surratt claims she did not inten-
tionally pasture cattle on her land to
delay chemical use and claims to
have spent “almost $1,000 on ma-
terials to exterminate (prairie dogs)
as recently as the spring of 2006.”

Blank has not filed a reply with
the court. A hearing in the case has
been scheduled for 8 a.m. Mountain
Time on Wednesday, April 4, in
Oakley.

Agricultural consultant, sprayer
joins bank to start new profession
By Pat Schiefen

The Goodland Star-News
A familiar face in Goodland has

taken on a new profession. Dean
Graber, a longtime agricultural con-
sultant and crop sprayer, joined
Bankwest in mid-January as vice
president and ag loan officer.

“I figured 30 years was a nice
round figure,” said Graber, “and
when this chance to do something
different came up, I decided to do
it.”

Graber said he spent the last 30
years as an agricultural consultant
and small commercial and residen-
tial sprayer.

He said although he has worked
with agriculture, he had no knowl-
edge of banking. Farmers use bank
loans to buy land and equipment as

well as to cover operating expenses
until crops are harvested, he said.
They also use operating loans to pay
for seed and costs of irrigation.

“I have had a lot of things to learn
and get up to speed on,” Graber said.

The new loan officer said he grew
up on a farm outside of Hesston in
rural Harvey County. He graduated
from Moundridge High School in
1971, attended Wichita State Uni-
versity for a year and transferred to
Kansas State University. In 1975,
he received a Bachelor of Science
in natural resource management,
soil and water.He moved to
Goodland, working for Agricultural
Technology Co. of McCook from
1976 to 1981. He also sold seed for
Stauffer Seed for a year.

“I became self-employed in Sept.

1982,” Graber said. “During my
slow time … I was a part-time sub-
stitute bus driver for the school and
have worked part-time for the Farm
Service Agency.

He met his wife Barb in 1978,
Garber said, and they have lived in
the same home since 1980. She has
been a special education aide at
Central Elementary School for 15
years. Graber said he sings in the
quartet, Barbershop Connection,
with Mel Pfau, Jeff Mason and
Kelly Beek but quit singing in the
barbershop chorus because he
didn’t have the time.

“I hope to be over my training
period and be able to get out with
people and talk to them about any
of their banking needs,” Graber
said.

District Traffic
The following fines were paid in

the Sherman County District Court:
Jan. 19 — Michael W. Franklin,

$191 for first conviction for driving
while suspended.

Larry R. Graham, $118 for over-
weight load.

Robert C. Griffin, $144 for
speeding.

William T. Heathman, $132 for
speeding.

Ran Shifrin, $166 for motor car-
rier safety rules and regulations.

William G. Stallion, $126 for
improper driving on laned road.

John B. Yavenue, $132 for speed-
ing.

Jan. 20 — Chapman R.
Cronquist, $246 for failure to yield
to emergency vehicle.

Jan. 21 — Wollis W. Jones, $241
for overweight load.

Fred A. Ridley, $126 for im-
proper driving on laned road.

Zachary E. Sanders, $126 for ba-
sic rule governing speed of vehicles
and $10 for no seat belt.

Mark W. Steenson, $166 for reck-
less driving, $66 for speeding and
$66 for basic rule governing speed
of vehicles.

Jan. 22 — Emery L. Brown, $96
for basic rule governing speed of
vehicles.

Jan. 23 — Vu T. Phan, $366 for

first conviction of driving while
suspended and $60 unlawful act
with vehicle.

Jan. 24 — Mark M. Fellers, $126
for speeding.

Daran M. Hodges, $132 for im-
proper parking.

Joseph D. Lowe, $156 for speed-
ing.

Robert L. Raun, $144 for speed-
ing.


