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City grilled about firemen’s letter, resignations
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sion comes out. Some will not like
what we do, but thatis part of arep-
resentative democracy.”

Billinger said the city had met
with the county commission on
Tuesday, and heard that some city
volunteers have applied to join the
county fire department. He said
some of these are highly trained,
and with them working with the
county, if the city has to call on the
county for help with afire, they will
cover all the bases.

The first question from the floor
was if the city is going to change its
alcohol policy?

Daniels said when the commis-
sion hired Wayne Hill as city man-
ager, one of the first things he asked
was to have all the city policies re-
viewed.

“Wayne has been looking at the
employee handbook,” Daniels said.
“Some changes will be made very
quickly.”

Daniels said the commission had
talked about this when they were
talking to Hill about the situation.

No specific discussion about re-
viewing the city policies had been
brought up in open commission
meetings, but Hill said he had asked
the commission about reviewing
the policies when they offered him
the job in 18 months ago.

Another question was, “If the city
doesn’t have control, why not dis-
band the city fire department?”

Billinger said combining the city
and county departments is one of
the things on the table.

Daniels said there were some lo-
gistical questions dealing with
firehouse locations and response
times, but he said there are pro-
grams that might be worked out.

“I want to thank the guys who
stood up to take the burden of the
city,” said Tina Roe. “We have a
petition about this, but want you
(Hill) to know is not personal
against you.

“I'have lived here for 50 years. I

am proud of all the guys, both the
old group and the new group.

“We are trying to push forward to
getnew businesses here, and this is
ablack eye.”

“I appreciate the comments,”
Daniels said. “What is best for citi-
zens is what we are making deci-
sions based on. We are thinking of
the people and what we feel is the
best interest of all.”

Former City Commissioner
Dean Blume asked how long this
issue had been known to the city.

“What we are hearing is that this
has been going on for some time,”
Blume said. “Did you call anexecu-
tive session?”

Billinger said the commission
had talked with Hill. Daniels said
the first they knew was when the
city gotaletter from the firemen on
Jan. 26.

“You did not know about the
problem before?”” Blume asked

Daniels said they expected some
of the volunteer firemen to come to
a commission meeting last month,
but they did not show up. An hour
later, he said, the turned their resig-
nation letters in to Chief Gilmer on
Tuesday, Feb. 20.

Former City Commissioner Curtis
Hurd asked if any of the volunteers
has talked to the commissioners.

Daniels said two talked to him on
Feb. 19, about coming to the city
commission meeting before the res-
ignations, butno volunteers showed
up at the city meeting.

“Mr. Hill, how long had you
know about this?”” Blume asked

Senators, congressman write letter of support
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to the nearest Community Based
Outpatient Clinic in Hays. Good-
land is centrally located for many of
these veterans, and it also provides
easy access due to its central loca-
tion at the intersection of Interstate
70 and Kansas Highway 27.”

Alcohol policy questioned

at city-county joint meeting

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

Should emergency workers take a call after drink-
ing, as a city policy allows?

No, says Lt. Kevin Winston of the Kansas High-
way Patrol, who said at a joint city-county meeting
last Tuesday he thought the city should consider re-
viewing their alcohol tolerance policy.

Lt. Winston said he felt it would be better for ev-
eryone if it was a zero tolerance. No one should be
on an emergency run after taking a drink, he said.

City Attorney Jeff Mason said the city is review-
ing its personnel policies, including the alcohol
policy.

Current policy allows firemen and other workers
to take a call if they have been drinking as long as
their blood alcohol is below .02. That’s a much
tighter standard than the state limit for driving,
which is .08, but many agencies tell workers to stay
home if they’ve had anything to drink.

City Fire Chief Scott Gilmer was suspended for
amonthinJanuary after he was found to be over the
limitonacall, thenreinstated. All 12 volunteer fire-
men have turned in letters of resignation in protest.

Rural Fire Chief Alan David said he wanted to be
sure a revised mutual aid agreement had a provision
to be sure who is in charge at an emergency, and al-

low a chief to pull his men out of an unsafe situation.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby said she thought
the proposed agreement could be modified to fit the
needs of the county and city.

Sheriff Kevin Butts said he would like to see a pro-
vision in the agreement for a zero tolerance of al-
cohol for anyone at a fire or accident scene.

A question was raised about the effect of the fire
department resignations on the home insurance
costs in the city.

“I visited with the Insurance Services Office
people,” said City Manager Wayne Hill. “They are
not going to change the rating for a year. A repre-
sentative will make a visitin a few months, but does
not anticipate any change in the next year.

“I'have that in writing.”

“That is whether we enter into an agreement or
not?” Selby asked.

“That is what they said,” Hill said. “They will
come out toreview the training, and we have a year
to get things straightened out.”

Winston asked when the year starts.

“It has started,” Hill said.

The Insurance Services Office, a national orga-
nization, reviews property and liability risks. Its rat-
ings are used by insurance companies, government
regulators, and other companies and organizations.

said.

rumors, especially in a small town.

“Not until I got the letters,” Hill
know?”
Fairbanks said there are lots of

“This is a fact,” Blume said,

“what I am hearing. When did you

“Idid notknow until I got the let-
ter,” Fairbanks replied.
Billinger said he did not know

ecutive session?”’ Blume asked.

session,” Billinger said.

exactly when he got the information.
“Why wasn’t it discussed in ex-

“It was discussed in executive

Miss the

“Why didn’t people know about
it?” Blume asked.

Daniels said because no one
showed up at the city meeting.

“I did talk with them after the let-
ters of resignation,” Fairbanks said,
“but they had no facts.”

Someone asked if any of firemen
had asked to take their resignations
back.

“They can request a meeting,”
Hill said. “We need some of these
guys back.”

“Have you called them?”” Connie
Carson asked.

“No, I felttheirletter made it pretty
clear,” Daniels said. “Then they
handed in the letter of resignation.

“When apersonresigns, they step
away and go on. If it is a ploy, that
is wrong.

“Why didn’t they come to us and
ask? They made the decision. I feel
they have the responsibility.”

Billinger said he had talked to
most of the firemen, and they
seemed to feel they weren’t being
heard.

Carson said it seemed the deci-
sion put the city in a bind.

“It was a tough decision to
make,” Hill said. “I had to follow
the city policy thatis in place.”

“We need to unite people,” Roe
said. “We donotneed to be divided.

“This is the worst thing that has
happened. 1 consider this

Goodland’s 9-11.”

Billinger thanked everyone for
coming and the meeting was ad-
journed at 6:12 p.m.

They said the Goodland hospital
is “fully capable of providing a wide
range of health care services be-
yond primary care,” pointing out
that it also has telemedicine equip-
ment in place and a fixed-wing air
ambulance service.

“What is mostcompelling,” they
wrote, “is that the members of the
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Goodland community have been
steadfast and enthusiastic in their
support of providing the care to our
nation’s veterans.

“The community’s dedication to
veterans, coupled with the strategic
location and ample medical re-
sources, makes Goodland an ideal
location for a VA outreach clinic.”
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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
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Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions
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Jeff Dreiling - Sales
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with homeowners in mind
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

AmeriTerm 15 & 30 decreasing
term life insurance can provide
death benefit proceceeds to help
with thye mortgage in the event
of your death. To learn more, call
me today.
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Chandra L. Ruhs Agency, LLC
An Outstanding Customer Experience
J.D. Power and Associates certified
Distinguished Insurance Agency

(785) 890-7337 Business

516 E Hwy 24, Goodland, Kans. 67735
cruhs@amfam.com

Order at

knottjustbooks.spreadtheword.com
or call Linda at AMERICAN FAMILY
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785-890-6444

American Family Life Insurance Company and its
. o] Subsidiaries Home Office - Madison, WI 53783
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Vore than 10000 customers can't be wrong

785-462-6995

www. My WindowCleaner.net

800-611-6735
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Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Brandon’s Carpentry

Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Drywall » Painting ® Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors ® Windows e Siding ® Decks ® Ramps

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.
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Paw Wash
Pet Crematory

6445 Rd. 21, Goodland
Kathy Schermerhorn

Please leave message
(785) 899-5927 Business or 899-4398 Cell
Private or Group Rate

Pro Floor Care

Carpet and Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialists!
Call for This Month’s Steam Cleaning Special!
785-462-8313 - Cell: 443-1091
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138
Commercial and Residential Carpet
Office and Dining Room Chairs

Recliners - Sofas - Autos
Drop off at our location or we can steam clean at your location

Y OUR BUSINESS
COULD BE HERE!

CALL JORDIE
(785) 899-2338




