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Does God’s mercy mean we can do as we please?

The Bible refers often to God’s
mercy. What is mercy? Does it
mean He lets people do anything
they want and never punishes them?

Often mercy is thought of as
withholding punishment from
someone who has done wrong, but
mercy can be shown to people who
haven’t done wrong. And some-
times withholding punishment is
not merciful.

Psalm 145:8,9 says, “God s gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger
and great in loving kindness. God
is good to all, and his mercies are
over all his works.”

How is He merciful? Psalm
103:14 says, “For he himself well
knows the formation of us, remem-
bering that we are dust.”

Romans 5:8 says, “But God rec-
ommends his ownlove to us in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ

died for us.”

God knows our limitations and
doesn’t expect more of us that we
can do. He also sent his son to die
for us, so we can have a better fu-
ture. Thatsacrifice allows ustohave
a clean standing before God, for-
giveness of sins and the opportunity
for everlasting life.

How else does God show mercy?
Jesus said at Matthew 5:44, 45,
“However, I say to you: Continue to
love your enemies and pray for
those persecuting you; that you may
prove yourselves sons of your Fa-
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ther who is in the
heavens, since he
makes his sun rise
upon wicked people
and good and makes it
rain upon righteous
people and unrigh-
teous.”

A certain measure of good is pro-
vided regardless of whether a per-
son is good or bad, and when there
isalack of something good, such as
rain, itisn’ta punishment from God.

Does this mean God never pun-
ishes people, no matter what they
do? We know from examples in the
Bible that is not the case. We know
He punished the people living in
Sodom and Gomorrah, and several
nations, including his own people
when they put faith in men and
idols, rather than in God.

Isaiah 30:1, 2 says, “Woe to the

stubborn sons, is the utterance of
God, those disposed to carry out
counsel but not that from me; and
to pour out a libation, but not with
my spirit, in order to add sin to sin;
those who are setting outto godown
to Egyptand who have notinquired
of my own mouth, to take shelter in
the stronghold of Pharaoh and to
take refuge in the shadow of
Egypt!”

Before punishing those who had
done wrong, God sent prophets to
warn them, including Isaiah.

Jeremiah was another. One of
God’s warnings is recorded at
Jeremiah 7:25b,26: “Ikept sending
toyou all my servants the prophets,
daily getting up early and sending
them. But they did not listen to me,
and they did notincline their ear, but
they kept hardening their neck.
They acted worse than their forefa-

thers!”

What does this mean for us? In
Matthew 24, Jesus’ disciples asked
for the sign of his presence and of
the “conclusion of the system of
things.”

Inverses 7,8, he said, “Fornation
will rise against nation and king-
dom against kingdom, and there
will be food shortages in one place
after another. All these things are a
beginning of pangs of distress.”

Jesus described conditions get-
ting worse and then said in verses
13, 14: “But he that has endured to
the end is the one that will be saved.
And this good news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the inhabited
earth for a witness to all the nations;
and then the end will come.”

God’s warnings about the end, a
destruction, are good news. Why?
Because of what follows — the

righteous who endure will be saved.

2 Peter 3:12, 13 says, “awaiting
and keeping close in mind the pres-
ence of the day of God, through
which the heavens being on fire will
be dissolved and the elements being
intensely hot will melt! But there
are new heavens and a new earth
that we are awaiting according to
his promise, and in these righteous-
ness is to dwell.”

God has had many details of this
destruction recorded in the Bible
and has said the good news of what
follows will be preached. This is
one way he shows mercy, not by
failing to punish the wicked, but by
telling us what we need to do to be
among those who will be saved. Are
you listening?

Pioneer couple celebrated 50th wedding anniversary 75 years ago

Families that settled the western
regions of Kansas over 120 years
ago were the “old pioneers” by
1932. One such couple, Daniel and
Minna Dillinger, homesteaded in
northeast Sherman County in 1885,
celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary 75 years ago, according to
The Goodland News-Republic.
Minna lived to enjoy her 100th
birthday on February 1959.

Local Pioneer Couple
Celebrate Fifty Years

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Dillinger
of Goodland celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary at their
home Sunday. Their wedding oc-
curred Dec. 13, 1881, at Inland,
Neb. Mrs. Dillinger was formerly
Miss Minna J. Fixsen.

Following their marriage, Mr.
and Mrs. Dillinger secured ahome-
stead here in 1885. In February
1886, they came here to make their
home. Five children were born to
them, four of whom are living and
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were present Sunday to help their
parents celebrate their anniversary.

Mr. and Mrs. Dillinger now have
15 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. All of the grandchil-
dren were present but one. Mrs.
Dillinger’s brother, F.H. Fixsen,
was present at the anniversary cel-
ebration, he being the only one there
who attended the wedding 50 years
ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Dillinger extend
their sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to their relatives and friends for
the gathering Sunday evening and
also for the party attended by more
than 40 guests given in their honor
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at the Christian
Church Monday
evening.

Among those
present at the
Dillinger home
Sunday were
Mr. and Mrs. T.
Clyde Dillinger
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar M.
Eicher and family of Brewster, Mr.
and Mrs. Harry B. Raines and fam-
ily of Brewster, Ray E. Dillinger of
Lincoln, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Roy
LeMarr and daughter, Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Snow and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Hack Berry and family, and
Mr. and Mrs. Everett Craft and fam-
ily of Edson, Mr. and Mrs. George
Raines, Rev. and Mrs. L.S. Dudley
and Dr. and Mrs. Diller and family
of St. Francis.

Family articles published in the
Sherman County and Family His-
tory Vol. I revealed more about the

Budget can be powertul tool

Do you have a budget?

Settingup abudgetis the firststep
to controlling your money. Used
correctly, it is a powerful tool.

A budget allows you to predict
cash highs and lows and plan to use
your money in the most effective
way.

Budgeting is about planning, and
planning is crucial for reaching
your goals.
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This tip was brought to you by
Western Kansas Business Consult-
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ing. We offer free and
confidential business
consulting in Kearny,
Scott, Sherman, and
Wichita Counties. For
more information or to
set up an appointment,
contact Jamie Morphew
at (620) 874-0771 or e-
mailwkbc @wbsnet.org. Sponsored
in part by Sherman County

Accidents

The following accidents were in-
vestigated by the Goodland Police
Department.

Jan.11 — 4:46 p.m., 800 Center,
a 1994 Mercury driven by Jill H.
Corcoran was attempting to cross
the lane of traffic and hit a 1999
Toyota driven by Tiffany R.
Batchellor. Both cars were moved

before the police officer arrived.

Jan. 12 — 12:39 p.m., 1200
Caldwell, a 1995 Jeep driven by
Joanna C. Busby was driving east
on 12th and hit a patch of ice slid-
ingintoa 1992 Chevrolet owned by
JasonRobert Holub parked in front
of 315 E. 12th.

Jan. 13 — 2:06 p.m., 1300
Caldwell, a 2002 Ford driven by

public notice

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SHERMAN COUNTY,
KANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate of
MAMIE E. ROONEY, Deceased

Case No. 07-P-
NOTICE OF HEARING

The State of Kansasto All Per-
sons Concerned:

You are hereby notified that
the petition has beenfiled in this
court by W.T. Rooney lll, one of
the heirs of Mamie E. Rooney,
deceased, praying forthe deter-
mination of the decent of the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Anundivided One Half (1/2) in-
terest in the Northeast Quarter
(NE/4) of Section Twenty-seven
(27), Township Nine (9) South,
Range Thirty-seven (37) West of
the 6th P.M., Sherman County,
Kansas;

and all other property, realand
personal, orany interesttherein,
owned by the decedent at the
time of her death; and you are
hereby required to file your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or be-
fore March 7,2007,at10:00a.m.
(M.S.T.) of said day, in said court,
in the City of Goodland,
Sherman County, Kansas, at

whichtime and place said cause
will be heard. Should you fail
therein, judgment and decree
will be entered in due course
upon said petition.

W. T. Rooney lll, Petitioner

Submitted by:
SCOTT E. DANIEL #09955
CALIHAN, BROWN,

BURGARDT, WURST &
DANIEL, P.A.

Attorneys for Petitioner

212 West Pine Street, P. O. Box
1016

Garden City, Kansas 67846-
1016

(620) 276-2381

Published in The Goodland Star-
News, Tuesday, February 13,20
and 27, 2007
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Lea Ellen Shores was driving east
and attempted to slow to pass a
parked 1996 Plymouth owned by
Shari K. Flores, but slid on the ice
and hit the rear of the Plymouth.

1:37 p.m., 1500 Center, a 1999
Pontiac driven by Vicki L. Freeman
wasdriving north on Center and lost
control hitting a parked 1996 Dodge
owned by Johnny Lauber.

Jan. 14 — 2:33 p.m., 1400
Cherry,a2005 Chevroletdriven by
Connie Johnson was trying to pass
a 1992 Ford driven by Sonya
Attebury. Johnson hita patchof ice,
hitting Attebury. Johnson’s car was
moved before the police officer ar-
rived.
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DREAMING UP THE IDEAL

RETIREMENT
IS YOUR )JOB.

HELPING YOU GET THERE IS OURS.

Whether retirement is
down the road or just
around the corner, if
you're working toward
your goals now, the bet-
ter off you'll be. At Ed-
ward Jone’s, we take a
long-term perspective.
So, we recommend our
clients buy quality in-
vestments and hold
onto them.

To learn more about why
Edward Jones make sense
for you, call today.

1 Kris Yost
Financial Advisor
114 E11th
Goodland, KS,
67735
785-899-3611

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Dillinger family as homesteaders
and long-time residents of the
county.

One daughter, EvaRaines, wrote,
“Daniel and two brothers-in-law,
Feddie Holmes and Erwin Fixsen,
came in 1885 and homesteaded
Daniel’s quarter section north of
Edson. They built a two-room sod
house and some outbuildings.”

In the spring of 1886, Daniel
moved his young family from In-
land, Neb., to their new home in
Kansas.

According to granddaughter Elva
Dillinger Craft, “The family loaded
two train cars with all of their be-
longings, scooping 100 bushels of
oats around the furniture. Daniel
said that when they got moved onto
the homestead, he had a wife, two

War posters,

Jay Antle, assistant professor of
history at Johnson County Commu-
nity College in Overland Park, will
talk on “Mobilizing the Masses:
World War Il Homefront Posters™ at
6:30 p.m. (Mountain Time) Satur-
day at The Gateway civic center in
Oberlin.

Dr. Antle’s fields of interest in-
clude U.S. history with an empha-

babies, two cows, a sow, a good
team of horses and 25 cents in his
pocket.”

Before wells could be dug, “snow
water was hauled from lagoons and
boiled for household use. Twice a
week after plowing all day, Daniel
would walk four miles north to a
blacksmith shop, leave his dull
plowshare and take a sharpened one
home.”

The family included sons Troy
Clyde, George Blair and Ray E.,
and daughters Nancy Holmes and
Eva N. The children walked to
Muldrow school.

In 1892, the family builta 3-room
frame home to take the place of the
soddy and meet the needs of their
growing family. Daniel was a
county commissioner of the first

district from 1898 to 1901 and a
charter member of the Pleasant
Home church.

“In December 1901, their 16-
year-old son George was killed in-
stantly when kicked by a startled
colt, which was frightened by a
chicken George was trying to catch.

“When Dan and Minnamoved to
Goodland, they bought a home at
304 E. 11th St. On Dec. 11, 1936,
Daniel died one month from his
80th birthday.”

Minna continued to live in their
home, and at 98 years in 1957, she
moved to the Gladys Peter’s Rest
Home. On Feb. 26, 1959, she cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday.

“With still good hearing and a
sound mind, Minna passed away
April 27,1959.”

speaker to be in Oberlin

sis on environmental, Native
American and comparative world
frontier history. Along with his love
of history, he is an avid storm
chaser. He joined the Kansas Hu-
manities Council Speakers Bureau
in 2007.

In the name of patriotism, he
said, the U.S. government produced
colorful posters urging all Ameri-

cans to do their part in winning the
war. Tackling ideas of conservation,
women workers and war bonds,
these posters were commonplace
on the home front.

Admissionis by Oberlin Arts and
Humanities Commission season
tickets oratthe door. Call Ella Betts,
(785) 475-3557 or Mary Henzel,
(785) 475-3329.

Aquila Scholarships Available!

If you are a student graduating from a
Kansas high school in 2007,
you might be eligible for a
$500 Aquila scholarship!

Visit our Web site at Aquila.com/scholarships/ks to
find out if you qualify and to download an application.
You can also call 1-888-521-4059.

All applications must be received by

March 16!

Aquila

Providing Energy
For Better Living=
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