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Years of tree planting
brings couple recognition
By Pat Schiefen

The Goodland Star-News
The winner of the windbreak award

this year hopes to work until he dies.
Richard Allaman and his wife Con-
nie live about 15 miles north of Good-
land.

Richard said he was very surprised
to get the award. He has been plant-
ing and replacing trees since he and
Connie moved on the farm in 1973.

In the last few years he has only
been planting about 25 trees a year
because of the drought. Three years
ago he planted four rows of trees in the
north windbreak. He said he plants
Australian pines and cedars, which he
gets from the conservation office.

“Cedars don’t take as much rain,”
Richard said. “I use a drip system on
the trees. In the last four or five years
I have been watering the trees because
of the drought.”

Connie’s father, Wayne Curry,
planted the original east and west
windbreaks in the mid 40s. At that

time cedars, pines, Russian olives and
elms were used in wind breaks. Rich-
ard figured that they had to haul wa-
ter in barrels and use buckets to wa-
ter the trees. Water on the farm was
pumped by a windmill and then
Connie’s dad put in a submersible
pump.

“I have been replacing those trees
in the wind breaks as they have died,”
Richard said.

Connie said you could go out in the
yard when the wind was blowing and
not really notice how hard it was
blowing.

The Allamans own a quarter of
farm ground and rent the rest that they
farm. He said, “I don’t raise cattle
anymore. There is not a lot of grass
around the farm.”

The Allamans grow mainly wheat
and milo and have grown sunflowers.

“We are hoping for a harvest this
year,” he said. They did harvest some
last year.

Richard’s hobby is his yard.

Around the house he has bluegrass,
but the rest of the yard is in buffalo
grass. On the south side of the yard by
the house he has planted scotch pines
and has used old farming equipment
for decoration.

He said he doesn’t garden much
anymore with only the two of them.

The Allamans live on the ground
bought by Connie’s dad. Her great-
grandfather homesteaded in 1886, a
few miles from where they live.

Richard said when he and Connie
moved on the farm there were many
more neighbors than now. A lot of the
homes have either been buried or are
abandoned. He said they were the
youngest in the area and now they are
the oldest.

The house they live in was moved
in by Connie’s father when she was a
sophomore in high school. The house
replaced an earlier adobe one. Connie
said her parents remodeled and so
have they.

Richard was born and raised in Richard and Connie Allaman in front of their home north of town.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CONSERVATION WINNERS!

Wind Break Award
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Allaman

Bankers Award
Mr. & Mrs. Max Linin

1st Place Limerick in the State
Tyler Neufeld

Friend of  of Conservation Award
Danny Farmer

TRUCK & TRACTOR

Wishes to Congratulate
all the Conservation Winners!!

32 Years Experience
Cat • Cummins • Detroit

4-Wheel Drive Tractors
Full line of Truck Parts and Accessories

Phone: 785-899-2401

REPAIR, LLC
714 E. Hwy. 24

Goodland, Kan. 67735

Wallace County. He went to elementary school
in Wallace and high school in Sharon Springs.

Richard served in the Army from 1963 to
1965 during the Vietnam War but didn’t serve
there. He said his two older brothers were in the
military before him, and they told him to do
what he was told and keep his mouth shut.

The Allamans belong to Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Catholic Church. Richard belongs
to Knights of Columbus and the American Le-
gion. He said he has been on the Rural Fire
Board and has worked with the home owned
carnival. He used to hunt and fish.

In the past he worked for Goodland Grain
spraying. In the winter he helps a carpenter with
jobs in Goodland.

Connie was born in Sherman County and
graduated from Sherman Community High
School in 1964.

She works at Wal-Mart. She said she is
amazed by how many people she recognizes
and they recognize her.

The couple has two daughters, Suzanne and
Kim and a son, Greg, who died in 1992. Kim is
married to Mike Tompkins and has one daugh-
ter Sadie Avila. Suzanne is married to Cody
Todd and they live in St. Francis. They have a
son Caleb and are expecting another child soon.

Richard said he picked Caleb up from pre-
school last week and Caleb intoduced him to his
friends.

“I am not planning to retire, I can’t afford to,”
Richard said. “I want to work until I die.”

He wants to be like one of his neighbors who
used a ladder to get in his tractor at 80 to har-
vest. After harvest he had to go to the hospital
and died there.

Spruces and pines were part of the windbreak on the west side of the Allaman home (above). As the older trees in
the wind break died Richard Allaman replaced them. Only the head of a deer yard ornament (right photo) remained
above the snow  in the yard of Richard and Connie Allaman. Snow from the storms at the end of the year still cover
fields and yards.                 Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News
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1933 Caldwell Goodland, Kan. 67735 (785) 899-6311

Paint Booth & Oven
Bakes on Paint to Ensure a

Factory Quality Finish.

Congratulations to the top quality conservationists!

All Technicians certfied by
The National Institute for
Automotive Service Excellence
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and repair verification

Auto Glass Replacement

815 Center • Goodland, Kan. • (785) 899-2393
www.wsbks.com

Congratulations To All
Sherman County

Conservation Winners!

521 E. Hwy 24 – Goodland, Kan.– (785) 899-6188

CONGRATULATIONS
CONSERVATION WINNERS!
Let us help you with our following brands!

�! Carhart
�! Priefert
�! King Kutter
�! Fimco Sprayers

�! Country Lane Feed
�! Science Diet
�! Wild Bird Food
�! Wolverine Boots

Tech wizard helps
farmers, ranchers
By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News
Sitting in front of a computer the

person who has been named the win-
ner of the Friend of Conservation
Award can tell a farmer or rancher
about his land and make recommen-
dations to improve his operation.

Danny Farmer, technician in the
Sherman County Natural Resource
Conservation Service office, says his
knowledge of computers and the
Geographical Information System
gives him the ability to work with
farmers and guarantee that the gov-
ernment gets what they pay for.

Farmer, 41, was born in Sayer,
Okla., and moved with his family to
Salina, where he graduated from Cen-
tral High in 1984. He has been in
Goodland since July 2002, when he
was hired after a telephone interview.

Fred Wedel, conservation office
supervisor, said he is glad Farmer is
there to help and that without some-
one who knows the technology it
would be hard to get the work done.

“He is a big help to me,” Wedel

said. “I don’t know much about the
computer, and he can pull things out
that can show how our recommenda-
tions can help a farmer’s operation.”

“Fred thinks I have an obsession
with fishing,” Farmer said of his boss.
“And maybe I do. I love to go fish-
ing.”

“I know he has an obsession with
fishing,” Wedel said.

Farmer said he goes fishing every
chance he gets and was heading over
the weekend to go ice fishing at one
of his favorite lakes east of Goodland.

His passion for fishing has taken
Farmer to many parts of the country,
and he has spent summers working on
the National Boy Scouts staff. He has
gone fishing and camping with Scouts
in northern Minnesota’s boundary
waters canoe area and flown with
Scouts into remote lakes of Manitoba,
Canada.

After high school Farmer said he
was working construction on the
Cloud County Correctional facility in
Ellsworth when he fell off a building
and hurt his hip.

Danny Farmer, conservation technician, uses computer technology to help farmers and ranchers plan
their conservation efforts. With the Geographical Information System Farmer can pinpoint features of the
land, and determine distances from water tanks to windmills for pipelines. He said with the satellite
photos there is enough detail he can even count cows in the field.

Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News
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ADM Grain
Goodland, KS 67735
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“I am lucky to be alive,” he said. “I
broke my arm, but I think that saved
me, as I put my arm behind my head
and the arm hit the concrete first.”

Farmer attended Kansas State Uni-
versity in 1988 with a major in horti-
culture and turf science, graduating in
December 1992.

He worked his way through school
working at the Manhattan Country
Club starting as a dishwasher and end-
ing up as the head cook.

“I had a good time working there,”
he said.

Farmer has spent time living and
fishing in Avon, Colo., where he
walked down to the creek to fish ev-
ery day. He said a friend from there
told him about the fishing around
Nantucket Island, Mass.

He went to Nantucket for a vacation
and liked it so much he took off for a
year and lived and fished there. He
worked at a golf course to pay the rent.

His father Larry Farmer was an
electronics teacher and worked at the
Kansas Institute of Technology in
Salina, which is now Kansas State
University Salina, and was a depart-
ment head.

His dad was an officer in the Okla-
homa National Guard and served with
an armored battalion before transfer-
ring to a unit in Salina. He was a bat-
talion commander and a Lt. Col. when
he retired.

Farmer said he grew up around
farming, and both his grandparents
were cotton farmers in the Anadarko
Basin in Oklahoma, which is in west-
ern Oklahoma near the Texas border.

When he came back from Nan-
tucket, Farmer said he didn’t know
much about computers and decided to
brush up on his skills by taking com-
puter science courses at KSU Salina.
He specifically included the courses
involving the geographic information
system.

“Everything is about technology,”
Farmer said. “It used to be location,
location, location. Now it is technol-
ogy, technology, technology.”

Farmer says he has a good com-
puter in the office and that he could
take it to the field if necessary.

He uses the computer to review
farmers’ plans for installation of tanks
and pipelines to see that they function
properly.

He said one of the things is to guar-
antee a three-day supply of water in a
tank that is supplied by a windmill.
That is in case the wind doesn’t blow
for three days, which he agrees would
be unusual.

He calculated that a cow can drink
about 15 gallons a day and that it
would take a 22-foot round tank to
handle 100 cows.

Farmer does range work and has

been doing some rebuilding of ter-
races and protection of wetlands.

“You can’t do anything on your
own,” Farmer said. “To do a good job,
you need partners, and we are a part-
ner.”

When there isn’t a layer of snow
covering the grass, Farmer checks the
fields to help determine stocking
rates. He goes out to the field, and
using a frame within a cage, he clips
the grass and weighs it to see what the
animals would eat. He does another
clipping and weighing outside the
cage for comparison.

He said the resource conservation
service was not involved in grazing
until about five years ago. He said the
grazing program is to recommend
rotational grazing and a 180-day
growth program.

“I like Kansas,” Farmer said. “I was
in Goodland over four years before I
met someone I didn’t like.”

Farmer said the computer he uses
can make planning very accurate and
that the satellite photos help because
he can see the tanks and cows.

“I can plan things like pipelines
within five-feet,” Farmer said. “It
makes planning very accurate, and
the implementation of the plans goes
better.”

Part of determining the grazing available on a field Danny Farmer
does some range work where he clips the grass in specific areas and
weighs the clippings to put into an equation for herd size and grazing.

See FARMER, Page 7
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L & W - Andrist Insurance Agency, LLC
Linda & Walt Linthacum - owner/agents
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Insurance PLUS Service

A Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area Farmers

A Salute to Area FarmersA Salute to Area Farmers

A Salute to Area Farmers

  It starts with pride. Pride in himself and the

way he farms. The American farmer knows he

can expect a season full of long hours and hard

work. But he’s up to the challenge. In fact, he

wouldn’t have it any other way. A good farmer

is a good neighbor, too. Involved in his commu-

nity and committed to the land. He’s a family

man. Passing knowledge on to his children so

they’ll be ready when it’s their turn to farm. A

good farmer runs a tight operation. But his eyes

are always open; looking for new ideas and tools that

can make his business a little more efficient; a little

more productive. He listens hard when other people

talk farming. But mainly, he takes a long look at his

own program and decides things for himself.

Throwing out what didn’t work and sticking with

the things that did. Upgrading his system until his

goals are reached and then upgrading some more.

He’s hard to please, but he’s fair. A good farmer, in

short, is one of Americas greatest natural resources.

107 S. Quincy
P.O. Box 577

St. Francis, Kan. 67756
(785) 332-2121 • 888-629-4245

102 E. 8th (8th & Main)
P.O. Box 995

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-5678• 800-892-4245

“Licensed in Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska”

Your “More than One Company” Insurance Agents
For Your Insurance Needs
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Today’s Farmer
Production Professional and Environmental Protector

Kansas farmers and ranchers remain commit-
ted to providing a safe, wholesome food supply,
a clean environment and raising healthy fami-
lies. Their health, well being and livelihood de-
pend on sound use of these precious natural re-
sources.

For Kansas farmers and ranchers concern for
the environment is part of doing business.

SHERMAN COUNTY
Farm Bureau

Hawkeye
Spraying
Service
Congratulates the
Sherman County Conservation District
Award Winners:

BANKERS AWARD
Mr. & Mrs. Max Linin

WINDBREAK AWARD
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Allaman

FRIENDS OF CONSERVATION AWARD
Danny Farmer - NRCS Technician

1ST PLACE STATE LIMERIK WINNER
Tyler Neufeld (son of Darin & Jonna)

For All Your Spraying Needs Call:  (785) 899-7140

When he goes fishing, he takes his
dog Cyrano “Cy” for short. He is not
married, and Cy is his camping and
fishing buddy.

“I love to camp,” Farmer said.
He is into ice fishing and goes to Lake

Wilson or Lake Webster. He has some
favorite places that are a bit closer, and
he has fished down at Scott Lake. He
said he has tried Bonnie Lake in Colo-
rado north of Burlington but thinks it is
harder to catch fish there.

His parents gave him a nice canvas
tent for Christmas, and he has a boat that
he fishes from when the weather is
warmer.

Besides fishing, Farmer is an avid
reader and volunteers with the North-
west Kansas Animal Shelter.

“I am proud to receive this award,”
he said. “I like to keep the service in
Farm Service Agency.”

Student contest winners honored
Annually the Sherman County Conservation

District hosts poster, limerick, essay and com-
puter stacks contests in the third through sixth
grades, and Sandy Rodgers, district manager,
goes to the schools to give the students infor-
mation about conservation.

Rogers announced the winners Tuesday, and
the students will be honored at the Conserva-
tion District dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
Feb. 12 at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall,
824 Main.

Posters winners in third and fourth grade in
order include Ryleigh Paxton, Gerell Miller,
Braxton Redlin, Tristan Cooper and Raquel
Tomsic.

Winners in fifth and sixth grade in order in-

clude Shaley Miller, Nathaniel Smith, Hope
Cochran, Tanner Jones and Brook Heinrich.

Limerick winners in third and fourth in order
include Dani Mangus, Steph DeLaRosa, Riley
Wilson, Gerald Anderson and Katie Seeger.

Winners in fifth and sixth grade in order in-
clude Cory Sampson, Brook Lockhart, Shaley
Miller, Idalia Martinez and Sadie Avila.

Essay winners in order include Amy Floyd,
Trace Waugh, Ashlee Roeder and Victoria
Hayes.

Computer stacks winners in order include
Talen Smith, Brianna White and Ellie House.
Honorable mentions went to Cooper Slough
and Amber Perdew.

FARMER, from Page 5

Danny Farmer’s buddy Cy, short for Cyrano, knows his special
place on the front of Farmer’s fishing boat. Farmer is somewhat
obsessed with fishing, and spends many of his days off dropping

a line in many of the area lakes. Farmer has been ice fishing this
winter, but said a few of the cold days were too cold for him.

Photo by Danny Farmer
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Bankers Award family roots in farming
By Sharon Corcoran

The Goodland Star-News
A family with their roots in farm-

ing were chosen for the Sherman
County Conservation District’s
Bankers Award.

Max and Brenda Linin have been
farming for 26 years, since moving to
Sherman County in 1980. Their home
is about a mile south of Goodland on
K-27, and they have fields there and
in every direction from their home.

The farm is medium-sized and the
fields are scattered north, south, east
and west, the Linins say, including
some land in Cheyenne County. Their
primary crops are corn and wheat, and
sometimes they grow sunflowers and
soybeans. It depends on the prices and
other things, Max Linin said.

The Bankers Award Committee
chose the Linins for the award. The
committee includes representatives
from the Sunflower Extension Dis-
trict, National Resources Conserva-
tion Service, the conservation district
and a key banker. Which bank the key
banker comes from rotates between
the banks each year; this year’s
banker is from First National Bank.

The committee takes a tour of farms
nominated by the conservation dis-

trict and the public, said Sandra Rodg-
ers, district manager for the conserva-
tion district. The Kansas Bankers
Association sponsors the award, she
said.

The Linins both come from farm
families — he grew up west of Good-
land, and her parents lived on farms,
her dad in Missouri and her mom in
Rush County near Great Bend.
Brenda Linin is from Hays, where she
met Max at Fort Hays State Univer-
sity.

“I always wanted to live on a farm,”
she said.

And Goodland was a welcome
move, since she had stopped in the
town on the way to Colorado.

“I remember stopping in Goodland
because they had nice parks,” she
said. “My family liked picnics and
camping.”

His father is the late William Linin,
and his mother still lives on the fam-
ily farm. His brother Brent also farms
in the area.

Brenda Linin has been teaching in
the Goodland School District for 22
years and is now the counselor at
Grant Junior High. She is working on
her Master’s Degree in counseling.

Their sons, Bill, a senior at Kansas
State University; Nathan, a senior at
Goodland High School; and Joel, a
seventh-grader, have been a big help
on the farm.

They’re available in the summer,
Brenda Linin said, when the majority
of the work gets done. Whether or not
any will come back remains to be
seen, she said; they need to pursue
their gifts and interests.

Bill will graduate with a construc-
tion science and management degree,
she said; he will be busy with his own
career.

Brenda Linin said she may take a
more active role in the farm down the
road if needed.

“I used to drive a tractor,” she said.
“I can learn again.”

“We’ll take it as it comes,” Max
Linin said.

The Linins have been adjusting to
changing times over the years.
Among their conservation practices
has been doing strip till on the corn.
With the drought, Max Linin said, the
dryland crops have gone to no-till.

It has been tough with the drought,
he said; it’s been about seven years,
so we’re thinking it’s over now.

Max and Brenda Linin have kept up with changing times to keep their
medium-sized farm successful. Their farm south of Goodland had a
windbreak when they bought it, but they have had to add trees over
the year and water them to keep it strong.

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Cheyenne Wells
Phone: (719) 767-2042
Mobile: (719) 340-7973

Goodland, Kan. (785) 899-5900

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AWARDED!
FERTILIZER - CUSTOM APPLICATION - CHEMICALS

DORMAN BROTHERS, L.L.C.

19230 Co. Road 55 - Burlington, CO 80807
Phone: (719) 346-7970 Home: (719) 346-7258
Fax: (719) 346-7971 Mobile: (719) 340-7970

Congratulations to the
winners

Colby, Kan.
785-462-2224
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Hoxie, Kan.
785-675-2224

McDonald, Kan.
785-538-2224

See us for all your lending needs.

Oakley, Kan.
785-672-4448

CONSERVATION
Commitment to the Future!

Congratulations to the 2007
Conservation Award Winners!

See us for your automotive
& irrigation engine needs!

L & L ENGINE SERVICE
404 E. 19th • Goodland, Kan. • (785) 899-2752


